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" volved, that the American continents, by
" the liee and intlcpi'niknt poKitions, \v»:>ili

" they liiive aHwiinied and nmintiiined, ii>e

" henceforth not to bo considered an Kub-
" jeetK for fiitiue colonization by any Euro-
" pean power. • « « * •

" Witi'i the existinj; colonies or depeiiden-
" cies of any Eiiropeon (lower," continues

tiie message, " we have not interfered, and
" shall not interfere. 15ntvvitli thcCiovern-
" ments who have declared their indepen-
" dence and maiidained it, and whose inde-
" pi-ndence we have, on ;^reat consideration
" and on just principles, acknowledged, we
" could not view any interposition for the
" purpose of oppressing them, or control-
" ling in any other manner their destiny liy

" any European power in any otlier light

" Ihi'M as the manifestation of an nnfriend-
" ly tlisposltion towards ilie United States."

Congress toolc no action upon this ; but

tiio spirit of tliat liody anil of the nation

was in favour of the Monroe doctrine. L(ud
lirougham, in referring to the President's

ileclaration, stated tliat it iuul dilf'ised joy

overall free men in Eino[)e; and Sir.I.

Macintosh s[ioke of it in the following

terms .• " This wise Government, in grave

but determined langu.'ge, and with that

reasonal)le and deliberate tone which be-

comes true courage, proclaims the princi-

ples of her policy, and mai..es known the

cases in which the care of her owa safety

will compel her to take up arms for the de-

fence of other States. 1 have already ob-

seived its coincidence with the declarations

of England, which indeed is [lerfect, <f al-

lowance be made (or the deei)er, or at least

more immediate iutiuest in the independ-

ence of South America, which near neigh-

bourhood gives to the United States. This
coincidence of the two great English com-
monwealths— ''or HO 1 delight to call them,

ana I heartdy pray that they may be for

ever united in the cause of jus ice and
liberty—cannot be contem[)lated without

th ! ntmost pleasure by every enlightened

citizen of the earth." Thus it will be seen

that the real Mi^nroe doctrine differs en-

tirely from the popular ver.sion of it, that it

was suggested and heartily en(h)rsed by
England, and that it conveys no warning or

menace to us. 1 entertain no doubt that

the American Government and people

wculd promote by all convenient means,
the independence of this country, and the

intimate commercial relations i liave sug-

gested, and as will have Ijeen seen, uiy

(loubts are as few, that England would en-

courage the arrangement and promote it to

every leasonable extent. But even if im-
proved trade relations with our neighbours

were impossible, the safest way out of our
commercial ditificnlties is to throw otF tlie

restraints of the colonial state It is conceiv-

able that the tide of European emigration

5 might to some extent, be diverted from the

An)erican States, to car own rich and ex-

tensive valleys of the North West, but for

the European prcdjndice against dependent
States ; and especially the Irish prejudice

against British Sovereignty. Disguise it

as we niay, these are serious <lraw liacks to

our immigration policy, and account in

some measure for its practical failure. With
the North West peojded, and with facilities

of access to it, an important market will b
opened to us and a corresponding growth of

our manulactures v/ill follow. And as we
have already ;ieen, indtjpendcnce would con-
tribute to the establishment of an assunid
and |»ern«».nent commercial policy ; with-
out which capital will (;ontinuo to distrust

us, and refuse to play its legitimate part in

the development of our resources. Inde-
l)end(^nce moreover, would create amonij; us
that spirit of self conlulence and enterprise-

which prevails so largely among our neigh,
hours, which has contributed so much to

th( ir greatni^ss and which grew out o'' the
national Independence they established.

Krom such a point of , .ew, 1 have no doubt
that here, similar results would flow from
similar causes, and that our powers of ex-
paiiKion woulil be immensely increased, by
the higher rtisponsibilities of the position

;

and though, as 1 have shown, our natural
maiket is with our neitchbours : ai.d our ex-
clusion from them would make our pro-

gress towards greatness, comparatively toil-

some ;—having exhausted all means to <!S-

tablish lair intercourse,— I should by no
means despair of my coinr:ry, if, as 1 am
sure will Uiit hai>pen, that intercourse wen;
refused. But even in that case as in the
othei, Independence wouldmultiply and ar-

celerate our successes
; so that in any way,

the gain to as, is in proportion to our
siiowth in manhood end self-relianc:e. [

have id ready considered the probable iii-

lliumce of Independ(;ncp, upon the (;haracter

of the people of thi C(<untry. I hav<! always
lamented the want of a Cana(lian national
spirit. I regard it as an elementary truth,

tiiat no |)eople can n^spect themselves or
command the rcs[)eet of others, who luivi^

ann)ng them no common sentiment of iia-

Uonal pride and devotion. It bears to na-
tional life a relatum, similar to the hiial at-

tachment of the domestic circle; and is, at
the same time, tlie glory and the safe guard
of a free people. It is painful to remark its

absence in this country. You will find na-
tional pride here, but, it is an exotic, an iii-

portation. It is English or Scotch, Irish

French or American ; and the disposition
to magnify a real Canadian nationality, is

tow often and unhappily confined to the of-

licial, the placeman, who.se duty and whose
interest it is, to make a proper display bo-
fore the people. In how many promiscuous
gatherings, jou might sneer the nationality
of the Dominion without cxcFting an apolo-
gist or provoking an avenger. But the
subj(!ct is vast, and grows upon us in

the contemplation of it. A full discussion
would till a book instiiad of ». lecture. Tinie
hmriea mc to a cunclu«iun. This is a great


