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5 rV. -re the ftcps by which a civil war has been

k!.. led in America. To a feditious temper,

or any defire of independence, we are not to

look for the origin of this calamity ; a more
cogent reafon ftnres us in the face. He is a

bad philofopher—he 1^ a bad politician, or a

difhoneft man, who feeks for two caufes when
one is fufficient to produce the effect. The
whole body of the Americans have frequently

faid in general congrefs, thit the exercife of

taxation, and the injuries which arofe from that

fource, are the folc caufe of their refiftance.

They declare that they do not wi(h to become
independent. The feveral provinces declare

the fame thing, and the individuals in thofe

provinces, in all their harangues, and in all

their writings, declare that they covet nothing

more ardently than a perpetual union with the

parent flate. Againft this group of evidence,

againft this full demonftration of the true

caufes of the prefent fecial war, the enemies

of America, and perhaps I may fay the ene-

mies of Great Britain, are pleafed to fet up
their fimple aflertion. In the caufe of op-

preflion, in the laft fcene of a gloomy trage-

dy, in their attempt to diftrefs or extirpate

the inhabitants of a great country, they fuf-

peft that a generous nation will not folloiy'

thtm ; hence they have recourfe to fi^lion and

fraud ; they would conceal the true caufe of the

war, and fubftitute ore that never cxifted.

This modern baftlefs fabrick is like the hedg-

ing of a gambler ; it is a ftory that may be

converted to any ufe : at prefent it fcrves to

inflame


