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1849.] CAPT. FREMONT'S NARR.\T1VK. II

Our encampment \v,\» within a few iiiiles

of tho place whore the lond crosses to tho

north fork, and various reasons led me to di-

vide my party at this point. The north fork

was tho principal object of my survey ; but

I was denirous to ascend the south branch,

with a view of obtaining some astronomical

positidUH, and determining the mouths of its

tributaries as far as St. \ rain's fort, estimat-

ed to be some two hundred miles further up
tho river, and near to Ijong's peak. There
i hoped to obtain some mules, which I found
would 1)0 necessary to relieve my horses. In i
military point of view, F was desirous to form
Bomc opinion of the country relative 'o the es-

tablishment of posts on a line conntctingthc
settlements with the south pass of the

Rocky mountains, liy way of tiie Arkansas
and tho south and Laramie forks of tho

i'latte. Crossiii" tiie country northwest-

wardly from St. Vrain's fort, to the Ameri-
can company's fort at the mouth of the La-
ramie, would give me some acquaintance
with the nfHucnts which head in the moun-
tains between tho two ; I therefore deter-

mined to net out the next morning, accompa-
nied by Mr. Preuss and four men, Maxwell,
Bernier, Ayot, and Basil Lajeunesso. Our
Cheyennes, whose village lay up this river,

also decided to accompany us. The party I

left in chiiryi' of (Element Lambert, with or-

ders to cross to the north fork ; and at some
convenient place, near to the Coulie des
Frtnci^, make a cache of everything not ab-
solutely necessary to tho further progress
of our expedition. From this point, using
the most guanicd precaution in his march
through the country, he was to proceed to
tho American company's fort at the mouth
of the Ijiramie's fork, and await my arrival,

which would be prior to the 16th, as on that
and the following night would occur some
occtiltations which I was desirous to obtain
at that place.

July 6.—Before breakfast all was ready.
We had one led horse in addition to those
V de, and a packed mule, destined to car-

ry our instruments, provisions, and baggage
;

the last two articles hot being of very great
weight. ') he instruments consisted of a
sextant, artificial horizon, &c., a barometer,
spy glass, and compass. The chronometer I

of course kept on my person, I had ordered
the cook to put up for us some flour, coffee,

and sugar, and our rifles were to furnish the
rest. One blanket, in addition to his saddle
and saddle blanket, furnished the materials
for each man's bod, and every one was pro-

vided with a change of linen. All were
armed with rifles or double barrelled guns

;

and, in addition to these, Maxwell and my-
self were famished with excellent pistols.

Thus accoutred, we took a parting breakfast
with our friends, and set forth.

Our joiirni'y the first day iiffDrdid nothing
of any iiitercHf. We shot a bufllilo toward
sunset, and having obtained some meat for

our evening meal, encamped where a little

timber aflorded us the means of making a
tire. Having disposed our moat on roasting

sticks, we proceeded to unpack our bales in

search of coiTeo and siigur, and flour for

bread. With tho exception of a little parch-
ed colFce, unground, we found nothing. Our
cook had neglected to put it up, or it had
been somehow forgotten. Tireil and hun-
gry, with tough bull meat without salt (for

we had not been ablo to kill a cow), and a
little bitter coffee, wo sat down in silence to

our miserable fare, a very disconsolate narty ;

for yesterday's feast was yet fre.sh in our
memories, and this was our Hrst brush with
misfortune. Each man took his blanket,

and laid himself down silently ; for the worst
part of these mishaps is, that they make
people ill-humored. To-day wo had travel-

led about thirty-six miles.

July 6.—Finding that our present excur-
sion would be attended with considerable
hardship, and unwilling to expose more per-

sons than necessary, I determined to send
Mr. Preuss back to the party. His horse,

too, appeared in no condition to support tho
journey ; and accordingly, after breakfast,

lie took the road across the hills, attended
by one of my most trusty men, Bernier. The
ridge between the rivers is here about fifteen

miles broad, and I expected he would proba-
bly strike the fork near their evening camp.
At all events ho would not fail to find their

trail, and rejoin them the ne.xt day.
We continued our journey, seven in num-

ber, including the three Cfheyennes. Our
general course was southwestj'up tho valley

of the river, which was sandy, bordered on
the northern side of the valley by a low
ridge ; and on the south, after seven or eight
miles, the river hills became higher. Six
miles from our resting place we crossed the
bed of a considerable stream, now entirely

dry—a bed of sand. In a grove of willows,
near the mouth, were the remains of a con-
siderable fort, constructed of trunks of largo
trees It was apparently very old, and had
probably been the scene of some hostile en-
counter among the roving tribes. Its soli-

tude formed an impressive contrast to the
picture which our imaginations involunta-
rily drew of the busy scene which had been
enacted here. The timber appeared to have
been much more extensive formerly than
now. There were but few trees, a kind of
long-leaved willow, standing ; and numerous
trunks of large treep were scattered about
on the ground. In many similar places I

had occasion to remark an apparent progres-

sive decay in the timber. 'Ten miles far-

ther we reached the month of Lodge Pols


