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iii'v to the whole history of Amcricini uiiiii. In Europe the student ori)rimitivi' Miitii|uity

i- li:il)ituiilly required to disrriiniiiiili' hclwecn produilN of iiiifi'uious skill lidoirjinu; to

1" liods and riucs widely separated alike liy liine aii<l i>y essentially diverse slaye.s oi pro-

unss in art ; for not only do its paliPolitliie and neolithic periods loufj precede (lie oldest

wiilten I'hronicles, l)ut even its Aryan eolonizatiou lies heyond any record of historic

li' jinniiii^'s. The civilization wliiih had aii ady liiown uji anamd die Mediterrnnean ffca

wliile the classic nations were in their infaiiey, extended its inlluences not only to what

\\:is strictly rei,'urded iis traiisnliiine I'^iirope, Imi heyond the l']ni?lish Channel and the

llaliic, centuries l)ciore tlie lihine and Dauiihe formed the boundary of the h'onian world.

Vohain; remarked lonj,' a<ro when treating ol the morals and sjiirit ofnations :
" It is not in

ill'' nature of man to desire that which he does not know." But it is certainly in his nature,

III liny rate, to desiri' much that he does not pos.sess ; and the cravinti's of the rudest out-

lyiiiu' tribes of ancient 1']urope must have hei-n stimulated by many desires of which

iliuse of the New World were all uuconsi'ious, till the advent of Europeans in the lifleeiiili

.'•Mtury })rouii-lit them into rude contait with a lonn' matured civilization.

The arcliii'oloiry of the American I'ontinent is. in this respect, at h-ast, simple. Its

>liidi'nt is nowliere exiiosed to misleadinu' or obsi uriiiu- elements such as bailie the liuro-

|";iii explorer from the intermiiuriin'i' of relics of widely diverse eras; or even th<' succes-

>]im of arts of the most dissimilar charai'ter, such lis Dr. Sdiliemann I'ound on the site of

il lassie Ilium. The history of America cannot repeat that of hhirope. Its o'reat river

valleys and vast prairies present a totally dillerent coiidilioii of thinifs from that in which the

tli^tinctive arts. Iant;ua<;'es and nationalities of iMiroj))' have been matured. The physical

L'eou'raphy of the latter has necessarily I'ostered isolation, and so tended to develoi) the

jieruliarities of national character, as well as to protect incipient livilization and immature

mis from the constant erasures of barbarisnj, stub as made the steppes of Asia in older

iviituries the nurseries of hordes of rude warriors, powerful only for spoliation. The evi-

ileiice of the isolation of the diflerent nations of luirope in early centuries is uumistaka-

lile. Scarcely any feature in the history of the ancient world is more stranu'e to us now

ilian the absence of all direct intenourse between countries separated oidy by the Alps, or

i\en by the Danube or the I{hine. "The gcosj^raphy of trroek experience as exhibited by

llnmer, is limited, sp(>akiiiir u'enerally, to tlu' vEiican iuid its coasts, with the Tniponlis as

In limit in the northeast, with Crete for a southern boundary ; and witli thea<ldition of the

western I'oast of the peninsula and its islaiuls as far northwards as the Leucadiau rock.

The key to the o-reat contrast betwei'ii thi> outer "eofiTaphy and the

licts of nature lies in the belief of Homer that a u-reat sea occupied the .space where we
know the heart of the European continent to lie.''* To the early Ifonuius the Celtic

11 itious, closely allied thou^'h they were to them in race and languaii'c. were known only

11- warlike nomads whose incursions from beyoiul the Alpine frontier of their little world

were perpetuated in the half legeiulary tales of their own national childhood. To the

(h'eek even of the days of Herodotus no more was known of them tlian tlie runiotirs

I'loug'ht by seamen and traders whose farthest voyage was to the mouth of tlie Khone.

It is, indeed, difficuli for us now, amid the intimate relations of the modern world,

luid the interchange of products of the remotest east and west, to realize a condition of

* Gladstouo, JuvontUH Sliuuli, pi). 471, i''J.


