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U'licvod in himself, and if sncocss was
[HHSilde lie would iK'liieve il.

Uy Novemhei- .'tdlh, with two miMi ami
Ik r;irio«>, "I siMl'ted up llie Wallamot or

Miiltonom:ili l{ivfi'"' on ii voyitj.''' of (lis

I Dviry. Tlir diary is rich in notes con-

f.rnini.' ihe to|i<)iri'a|iliy of this rc'_'io»i,

till- forests of heavy pines; "on tin- bot-

toms tliere i.s rnnsiderahle oak of a kind

not I'liimd in tlm States, of e.vcellent qiial

itv for ship building." " I have never

veti a CI .iiili'v of e(|nal beauty except

tiie I\an<ias coiinlry. and I (hiubt not it

iTill r>iie day sustain a laru'c ))o|)nlalion.

If this country is ever colonized, this is the

point to oonimem-o." This iirojiheey is

fullilled. for I'orthm 1 Orepon, is built

on tliis location. In .lantiary, is;);t. hav-

iiii_' linished liis r>x))e<lilion in the Willa-

mcfre couuiry, he volunteered to accom-
piiny a )>ariy startin^r to the Northeast,

but the (rovernor would not consent.
' which I interpreted iiiio a jealousy of

niv motives."

L'inlcr date of .laniiarv 1(>, 18;i;{, from
F'i>rt \ ancouver, is a letter tf> his ])apeiits:

"After much delay and some dillicul-

lie> in the shape of Ion ;• nnirches on
foot, I am at last liere. You can have

but little idea how much men improve in

some points of character in situations

like tiiese, and if polite carHa^re and
shrewd intellect are best acquired in the

more populons parts of the earth, jjoner-

ous feelinjrs nvi'. fostered in the wilds,

and amon^r savages the civili/ed man
seems to uphold liis character better than

nmoiiL'' his fellows."

To .Messrs. Tucker and Williams on

s.ime date: " My men have all left me,

and I am about returninf,' acniss the

mountains with two men that I have
hired for this ])urpose.'" He left for

Walla Walla February :?, 18:J3. arrived

there on the l.'Uh, and by Ajjril 2.'id was
'' fairly in the danperons countrj*. Near
here two hundred Flatheads, Coulerays,

Punderays. and other.s were killed by the

BlacktVet Indians."

On the 2i>lh he encountered ji villajre

of friendly Tndians of "one hundred and
sixteen Iodides, containintr upwards of one

tliousand souls." Here he ren\ained for

some days, studying the custonisand char-

acter of these Indians.

April .'50, 18.'{,'{: " Kvery inorninp some
important Indian addresses either heaven

or liis countrymen, exhortini: them to

gootl conduct to each other and to tin;

stranirern aiiujupf them. ( )u Sunda.v there

is more jira.ver. and nothintr is done in the

way of trade or t'ames. and they seldom
lisli. kill tranie, or rais<! camp. 'I'hefi is n

tiling; almost unknown amonir them, and
is punished by llotrLfinif. The least lliinf.

even l<i a bead or pin. is brought you if

found, and even Ihiiiffs we throw away
are l)rou<rlit a(faiii to us. I think ,voii

would llnd amou(; tw(Mily whi'esas many
scoundrels as anuni^r o' 'iKUisand of

these Indians. Tiii>y have i nild. play

fill, laii>;liiu;{' disposition, 'm* ncirtpiali

ties are stroiiyly jjoi'trayed ii, their coun
tonunces; they are p< 'to and unobtru
sivo, and. liowever p"'.i do noi Im'h; except
as i)ay for services They are cry ijrave.

and li>rhl the I'lackfeel. who continually

steal iheir horses The; wi'ar as little

clothinjras the weatlu r will ]ierniit. Tlie

women are closely covered and chaste,

and theyounjT women are tfcKxi-lookinp."

These friendly tribes were chietly Ne/.

I'erces !ind Flatheads, and evidi-ntly they
had been inlluenced by association with
missionaries, and cliielly those of th'!

Catholic tMiurch.

On May 5th there was some excite-

ment amotijr the Indians. "There is a
new 'great man' here t'cttinjr ii]) in the

camp, and like the rest of the world
he covers liis desijjns under the ^rreat

cloak of relipion. His followers are now
dancinp to their own vocal music, and
perhaps one-lifth of tju! cami) follow him.
He is {rettinff uj) some new form of reli-

gion ainoni; the Indians more simi>le tliaii

himself. I.iike otlnu-s of liis class, he
works with the fools, women, and chil-

dren first. While lie is doinpr this the
men of sense stand by and laiifjli ; but
thi'v will soon liud out that fools, wo-
men, and children form snlarg'eamajorit.\

that with a bad erace tliey will have to

yield. These thinffs make me think of

the new liifhts and revivals in New Eng-
land."

The Messiah craze and the phost dances
of 1800 created a little more disturbance

than in is;t;{!

May 21st: "Snow as usual." 24th:
" liain. hail, snow, and IhuiKkM';" ami
then follows the only etl'ort at beinff joc-

ular in the diary. "We are so near
wluM-e they make weather that they .send

it to us as if it cost nothing!" This joc-

ularity is, liowever, short-lived, for the

next entrv is: "Twenty lodg'es of Black-

feet are now camped at our last camp;


