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chet^se factories liiw inoreaHotl to four, and the owners fxpo(!t to place in the
market about 5,000 boxen. The quality is pronounced excellent, and it meets
with a rea<Iy sale in the adjoining Proyincns, ns well as entirely taking the place
of the imported article at hime. The value of this year's onerations i.s estimatod
at $J8,000, or X0,6OO stg. 'J'his year the number of Htarch factories has inoreased
to ten, with a total capacity of 2,.')0o tons ; the output avera^ps about l,5(X) tons,

tlie quant'tv being atiected by tho price and ftup])lv of potatoes, and the demand
for the product. This would be worth about ^,K).i>;)U or £18,000 sterling.

In addition to the above, there are three large machine shops, with accom-
panying foundries, a smaller for repairing guns, sewing machines, Ac, and for

ele^^troplatinfr ; several furniture and tobacco futorics, two high class cloth

factories of considerable capacity, a boot and shoe Caclory, steam biscuit factory,

three largo woodworking factories, and numerous otht^r minor industries, all in

full employment, while a "roller process " Hour mill with a capacity of SO t)arrele

per day is in course of completion
EDUOATION.

Tho a Iministration of the educational interests of the Province i* vested in

a Board of Education, a Chief iSiiperintendent and Inspectors. Each District

has a local Board of Trustees, elected annually by the ratepayers. Jiy the roport

of the Superintendent for 188(), it appears that there were then 437 pub'ic

schools compri.sing .'iO'J departments, 4'JS oi which were in full operation. These
are divided into three classes, Primary, Advanced, Graded, and Ifigh Schools.

The salaries of the tieachers are paid from the Provincial Treasjry, but may be
supplemented by local assessment, in which case the Treasury ))ay8 a further

equal amount. The Government subsidy varies, according to grade, from f 180 to

f4.')0 for uivile teachers, and from $130 to $580 for female teachers. The amount
paid for Kduoution, by the Government alono, for the year 1886, was $11 1,992 21,

over £23,000 sterling, or about 44 8 ))er cent, of the average revenue, while the
supplements .to. paid locally amounted to $,'!''),780,75.

A special report of the Chief Superintendent states the following :

—

" Up to 1852, the Schools of this Province were mainly s'lpported by volun-

tary subscriptions, and such lo(>al etlorls as ciuld be secured by m itual cooper-
ation. In 1852, the PVee Education Act was passed, under which the salaries of

Teachers were paid almost entirely fro.ii the Provincial Treasury. The stimuhn
thus given to education resuUed in the establishment of the Provincial Normal
Sohool in I85C, and of the Prince of Wales' College in 1860. From I860 until

1877, very little was etlected in the way of legislation for the improvement of th«
schools, although the admiulatration Avas very elTective during that period. In

1877 the Public Schools' Act was passed, which provided for the establishment of

a Department of Education, and intro luced into our Public School system many
of the most approved principles and most modern methods of other countries.

In 1S79 the Coll<^ge and Normal School were amalgamated, and ladies were
admitted for the first time into the former institution. Many improvements in

the administration of the educational affiirs of the Island, tor the advancement
and encouragement of the teachers, and for the grading of the different schools,

have been introduced since 1879, and are now beginning to be in effective

operation.

The effects of the different changes and legislative enactments will best be
represented by giving the statistics for each decade since 1841 :

—
Population

Schools. Pupils. of Province.
1841 121 4,350 47,0 ;4

1851 1<5 5,360 00,457

1852 Free Education Act })as8ed.

1850 Normal School established.

1860 Prince of Wales' College opened.


