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In the development of democracy it is circulation

that is important, the circulation of opinion, of senti-

ment, of ideals. The large circulation of interest

and affection caused by the reduction of postage

rates down to a penny in Britain and two cents in

America has given an immense impetus to demo-

cratic development ; the larger circulation of ideas

and opinions caused by the reduction of the price

of newspapers to a cent has also been advantageous.

But how much more important than the circulation

of opinions, ideas, and sentiments is the circulation

of the people themselves, controlled by the price of

fares on railways ! How much more swiftly would

the American democracy become homogeneous if it

were possible to travel a thousand miles for five

dollars. That would entail either nationalisation of

railways or subsidisation by the Government. But

it would be worth it to the American people.

Because of the heavy expense of railway travel-

ling America is only dimly conscious of itself,

geographically and ethnologically. Americans even

boast of the distances between their towns and

between different points of the country. Chicago,

only one- third of the way across the continent, is

called " The West." Indiana and Illinois and

Minnesota are " out West." It is as if we referred to

Berkshire or Warwickshire as the West of England.

In due course, it may be imagined, the United

States Government will assume state-control of many

of the railways, and ten dollars will pay your fare
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