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THE H0@ INDUSIRY.

Phae pork-packing induswry is a business
which has madoe coneidorable progross in
Canada during recent yeors, and what is
oqually gratifying ia the fact shat tho hogs
aro being raised at home. Withia flve to
ten yoars sho number of hngs annually raised
io Canads has vastly increased. In fact itis
only during the past fow years that the hog-
raising industry has becomo an impoctant
joterest in Cennda. Up to the year 1886,the
anras! pack of hogs in Capads, at all prin-
oipsl packing points, was under 200,000 hogs.
Stuce then, however, it has steadily inorens-
od, until last year it roached over 600,000
hogs, The moss rapid i~crease has been dar-
iog the past threo years. These fizures only
include bogs packed at vrincipal points, in
tho Jarger factories. A great mauy bogsare
pached in 8 small woy which axe not re-
ported.

Formorly we imported our cured hog pro-
ducts, prinoipally from tho United Swates.
Six or seven years agn we imported about
65,000,000 pounds of houg produots, includiug
lard, from the United Ssates, while last year
we only imported someshing over 17.000,00v
pounds of such products. This wiil iL dicato
what importance she bograising sud packivg
industry has assumed in Cavada withina fow
years, It is also pleasiug to know that the
West has shared largely in thegrowth of this
indusiry, and we have to-day oue of the lar-
gest factories :n Canada located in Winnipeg,
besides other smaller packing industries in
this eity and at other points throughout the
West,

The hog-raising industry is not an exotic
growth in Canada, It is an industry which
is perfectly natural to the country, and the
wonder i3 that it did not develop tua positton
of importance some years ago. There are fow
if thero are any other industries which are
more suited to the country aud which can be
made more profitable to the farmer thau rais-
ipg bogs. Itisan industry which works 1n
well with dairying, and wherever dniry tac-
tories can be carried on to advantage (and
whors can dairy manufacturing be carried on
o botter advanutage than in Canada) there
can hog-raisicg bs mads speciaily profitable.
In the western states they can raico heavy,
cora-fed hogs w advantage, but the olass of
hog which is in favor is the lighter bacon
hog, raised on mized feed. This is why Cana-
dian bacon hes gained such abigh ropuzation
in British markets, where 1t 18 now readily
t.kon in preference to the Umted States pro-
duct, and &t & higher price.

Hograising is not only profiteble to the
farmer, but it bas led to the establishment of
su important industry at home, givingroom
for the employment of capital and liberin
the packing houses which have been estab-
. bed throughout the country, In thisre-
spect it is & more jmportant intersst than
raisivg cattlo and sheep, as these animals are
exported alive, or wo may say, they ave ship-

ped away as raw material, while tho hogsare
gont abroau in the manufactured form,

In tho coming tariff revision it is to be
hoped that the importance of tho hog-raising
and packing industry of the country will be
duly considered, and no changes madoe which
will injuro the industry, The industry,
though ona which 13 well adapted to the
country, has only assumed importance, as we
have shown, during tho past threo years. It
is thereforo yet 1n its infaccy, and will no
doubt go on rapidiy doevoloping for some
years to come under the present conditions.
It is also worthy of note tnat farmers in
Canada ara receiving better prices for their
hogs than aro being paid as principal packing
markets in the United States.

THE MUNIGIPAL ELROTIONS.

On Decembor 15 the municipal olections
».i! tako place in Winnipeg sud throughout
Manitoba. Iu the city thire appears to be
less than the usual interest in civic affairs,
judging from tho slim atwendance at meet-
ings held recently to discuss important mat-
ters concerning the city. This is very much
to be regrotted. Winunipeg is very much
need of an awakening. Important questions
of vital interest to the city havo beon atiowed
to drag along from year to year, ‘‘and no-
body scems to care.” It is really time that
something were done to stir the people up te
make a combined effort to place mumnicipal
affeirsin a bettur position, It would perhaps
not be a wise thing for any local association
to take up the question of civic government
alono. If the Retail association ehould take
up the matter, it would at once bs atleged
that the retailers wanted to “‘run" the city
and forthwith oppoesition would be aroused to
the movement. If the board of trado, or jub-
bers’ union, or labor assuciativn oc any other
organization should take up the matter, the
same cry would be raised. Perhaps it would
bea good idea to organize a Dnew association
for the special purpuse of stirring up interest
in municipal affairs and securing a better
systom of civie guvernment, Throogh this
association meetings coald be held and litera-
vare circulated, with the vbject of bringing
about the desired reforms. At the presont
tia o the city is urgently in need of & system
of water works, street improvements and
other important public works, The by-laws
to be submitted to the electurs to pruwide
funds for carrying out some of these works,
will likely be defeatod, not becauss the citi-
zena do not want the improvements, but be-
osuse thero is a lack of confidenca in our

municipal system. It 13 feared that the
undertakings could not be carried out suc-

cossfully under our present manicipal system.

And yet in the very face, of this fact there
appears to be less interest shown shan everon
the pattof tho citizens, in the affairs of the
city. luis too late to make any changesthis
year. Tho only shing that can be dono now
is t0 endeavor to secure the election of the
best men on Dac. 15th, The men who are
most prominently identified with thointer-
ests of the city, who have the largest interests
at stake in the city, and who are known to
vo successful in their private aflairs, can

raost sa‘ely be trusted to look aftor tho inter-
ests of tko city,

THE CIVI0 BY-LAW.

On Decomber 135, the citizons of Winnipog
will bo called upon to ondorse or reject three
by-laws, to pruvido for the raising of sums of
monoy for civic improvements. Ono of these
by-laws provides for raising 8650,000 for a
systom of wator-works. Another asks for
$800,000 to establish gas works, and tho
third aaks the citizens to provide 875,000 for
an electric light plant. Tho Commercial has
already expressed itsolf upon tho water-works
question. The Commeroial has for years
urged tho establishmont of 2 municipal sys-
tem of water-works at the earliest possiblo
moment. This is something which is urgent
ly roquired by the city, and it is furthermore
somothing which, if properly carried out
would be a source of profit as woll as comfort
to the citizens, Irstead of increasing tax-
ation it should reduco it, even after g.eatly
reducing the water rates to the citizens, as
compared witk. the cost of -wator supplicd by
the presont private company. Tho sanitary
conditivn of Winnipeg is bad. In factit is
at tites so bad as to be a disgraceto the city.
To remedy this state of affairs wo musthave
an efficient ystom of water-works owned by
the city. There has been much talk abous
stieot improvoments of late, Goodness knows
these improvements ere badly needed. but
there is no use undertaking any system of
street improvements until the water-works
question 18 settled,

As regards the gas by-law, this is not near-
ly so urgent & matter as the water-works
question. Besides this, there is a possibihty
that almost before the gas works conid be
completed, gas as an illuminant might beout
of date. Gas has already been superceded to
& considerable extent by other illuminants,
and in Winnipeg to-day the use of gas is
probably less than it was some yoars ago.
If gas contintues to hold 1ts position asan 1l-
luwningnt, it would certainly be a profitable
investment for thecity to establish gas warks,
The only question i3 the pussibility of its bee
ing stperceded by some other system. or by
the cheapening and imp ovement of some
system of electric lighting. At present gas
can more than hold its own with electrieiry,
anditis s better light. If we are to have
ges works, the meins should be put down be-
fore any compreheusive system of streat 1m-
provements i3 undertaken.

Rugarding.the proposed electric Yight plant,
the city should no doubt control a system of
electric streot lighting, and a saving could
bo made &8s compared with tho present cost of
street lighting by contract. There i3 no
reason why the city shoald not also find it o
profitable investment to cstablish a general
system of electric lighting for private use.
The only, question is tho cost of the steam
plant for thé olectric system. Iu viewof the
possible development of our water-powers o
sn early date, the necsssary pawer could be
sapplied very much mors cheaply than by
steam.

Flour is being held at cumparatively high
prices in tho markets of the Pacific coast
stutes, : )



