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MICHIGAN LETTER.
[Regular correspontdence CANADA LUMBKRMAN. |

EFLRENCE was made 1 my letter of last month
to the opinton cntertained at least by sume lum-
bermen that this erstwhile fertile pine state s seen its
best days so fir as lumbenng optiativns are converied,
1 do net say that thuse whuse pradictions run aluny
these hnes have alt the facts and argaments with them,
and yet, as the present scasul's worh coities to a dose,

there are some conditions that give olors to this view.,

A number of vur large operators are not only pros
pectng m other hunbet witatorics, but they are making
heavy invesunecnts, which must cre long draw off a
measure of their attachment frum this State, whilst ses
eral firms have cosed business altugether and are
planning operations for other ficlds another season.

LUMBER FIRMS MOVING QUI.

The firm of Mernll & Rmg, who not long sinee were
large holders of Canadian hnts i the Georgun Bay
district, closed down their mill here on 20th inst, and
its machinery will be removed to Duluth, where the firm
has crected a new mill.  The old null cut 18,000,000 feet
of lumber the present season.  ‘The AL W. Wrght Lum-
ber Company, who have put 1 30,000,000 1In Gladwin
county, Mich., s season, 1s another concern that will
break camp in the spring and will make ther way north.
“This company have about 1,000,000,000 fect of timber 1n
Minnesota, near the Duluth & Winnipeyg railroad. They
will build, 1t 1s smd, a road in connection with this road,
and operations will commence next season.  One of the
oldest firms in Bay City, N. B. Bradley & Sons, have
wound up their record as lumbermen. Their mull will
be dismantled and the machinery removed to the upper
Peninsula.  This firm has been in business in Bay City
since 1857, and have cut possibly 300,000,000 feet of
lumber, to say riothing of the salt, shingles and lath
which have been produced by the Bradley plant. A
rumor is current that a sash and door factory will be
built on the site of the old mill, which will be good news
for Bay City if realized.

Aunother change, that removes from the field of active
work one of the oldest lumber concerns in the state, is
the closing out of the business of Ryerson, Hills & Co,,
whose mills on Muskegon Lake arc among the historical
landmarks of this scction of country. By those who
should know it is said that the mills of this firm have
during their existence manufactured at Ieast 1,000,000,000
feet of lumber.  The members of the firm have undoubt-
cdly amassed large fortunes as a result of their work an
Muskegon Lake and have ever been highly esteemed by
the community.

LOOKING TO CANADIAN PINE LANDS,

On the other hand, we find those who think the pres-
ent exodus, if I may so term it, to new ficlds and pas-
tures green, just a little premature  E. G. Stoddard,
onc of our best-known Michigan lumbenmen, said
in a recent interview: “I have been in the busi-
ness in Saginaw now for twenty-cight years, and have
seen the best period in the lumbertrade.  People are now
looking around for other places to go to in view of the
fact that the timber will soon be entirely gone. A great
many arc looking toward Oregon and Washington, but
[ don’t think the time has come yet for the opening of
the lamber trade in that region. My reason for think-
ing thus is that the market will be lacking for a long
time to come. The Pacific slope is a young country,
but un the whole it is pretty well equipped with build
ings, and I don't think there will be much of a demand
in that locality. Then, Australia is in the same condi-
tion, and the castern market is rendered very hard of
access on account of the immense distance and the moun-
tain ranges lying between. I we had notimber it would
be different, but cven after Michigan and Wisconsin
timber is used up we bave the immense southern district
besides the Canada pine lands which will surely Le
called into requisition.”

THE WOOD FIBRE BUSINESS

is mtinately connccted with the lumber trades, and
intelligent lumbermen are interested in a study of its
several phases.  Hon., 1. M. Weston, of Grand Rapids,

this business. He has a large finandial concern in a
company which controls the Misterlich patents for inak-
ing chemical wood fibrein the United States and Canada.
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Mich,, 1s a gentleman who is eatensively interested in

He is very sangume of the possibilities of this industry.
I'here s i s opinon scarcely any himit to the variety
of articles that may be made from woud fibre, “All
that s needed,” says Mr. Weston, “is a mould in which
to press the fibre and sufficient palp to hold it together
and you will have a door that 5 une sulid picee of woud,
and which wadl be light, strung and will not deaay or
warp.  Perhaps you do not hnow that if the roinous
substances arc eatracted from wood you have gotten fid
of all that causes decay, and the Abre left is like a picee
of cotton in whiteness and fluffiness ? The uses to which
this 15 put are many.  For some time past a factory at
Port Huron has been making underclothes from wood
fiber, wluch equal in every respect thuse made of woul.
Its made into hats, blankets, pails, washtubs, trunlks,
basins, pitchers, and o hundred other things which are
mdestructable unless you break them with an aac.
Professor Misterlich is now taking out patent: fur mach
mes which will wease and spin the wood fiber the same
as cotton or wool.
PIECE STUFF.

McKeon and Gluver, of Bay City, now hasve 30,000,
000 of lugs on the skidways in your country,  They are
luging abuut 17,000,000 et on the Gladsin branch of
the Michugan Central.  This 15 anuther finm that closes
their operations in Michigan with this winter. They
have handled during the season about 80,000,000 fect of
logs.

Muskegan has had in some respects o phenomenal
season,  Usually from 100,000,000 to 300,000,000 have
been carried over till spring.  For the first time in the
history of that market there is no more stock on hand
to-day than can be handled for the local demand.

The Chippewa Lumber Company’s mill, near Chip-
pewa Lake, Mich,, has been sold to the Tallapoosa
Manufacturing and Hardwood Company of Georgia.
The mill has a capacity of go,000 feet daily and cost
$30,000.

The Scribner failure, at Tonawanda, continucs to excite
unfavourable comment here. It struck some Saginaw
and Bay City lumbermen preuty hard.

Charles H. Plummer, lumberman and pine land dealer,
has given mortgages to Damel Hardin, of Saginaw, for
$40,000, as security for paper endorsed by the latter.

SAGINAW, MicCd., DEC. 26, 1891. PICA.

OTTAWA LETTER,
[Regular corruspondence Canapa Lustneruas.}

DECE.\IBER may fitly be termed an off month in the

lumber trade in this district. 1 could hardly have
less to record in the line of lumber news.  The mills
arc closed down ; there is no mill news.  Logging in the
woods is active, but this is a class of wark that is not
productive of much interest for a newspaper correspond-
ent.  Shipping is quict, as one would suppose, at a time
when the shipping season is practically closed. In the
offices of our several lumber concerns book-keepers and
clerks are busy working towards the balancing of ac-
counts for the year. A little later, when balance sheets
have been prepared, we will learn with all necessary
certainty just how the year's trade shows up.

We do know this to be the case, that the stock books
will show very small quantities of lumber in the hands
of any of our mill men, outside of what is already sold
and is being held subject to shipping orders from pur-
chasers. This is a factor that is expected go have a
favorable influence un prices in the spring.  Prices wan
hardly be otherwise than firm, with a strung tendency
to an advance in ncarly all lines.

Our caporiers are looking forward to a revinal of
South Amenican trade, where a fair market has usuaily
been found for twelieainch stock.  The Export Lumber
Company here 1s increasing ats storage capacity for
twelve-inch and other better grades by building a large
addition to its sheds.

Mr. John Ferguson, M.P., who reached the city this
week from the Madawaska district, and who holds a
contract from J. R. Booth for the taking out of logs this
winter, says that lumbering on the Madawaska this win
ter is humming.  Mr. Ferguson's work is limited to the
remoral of logs that the fire passed through last sunumer.
Hc reports that the bush fires had injured a large quan
uty of valuable timber.  When he left the bush there
was hardly any snow and very hittle frost.  The large
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lakes were still open and smaller ones were but shightly
frozen over. The want of snow and ice to get the log
out was severely felt,

OTIAWA, DEC, 20, 18y1.

SHAVINGS AtiD SAWDUST.

L1 i chanmed that a chute m the lugging cunp at Clif-
wn, Uregon, s the tongestin the world, bung three-
quarters of o nide.  {ts track s shod with railioad iron,
and this smouthness and the sharp pitch get the logs
down m twenty seconds,  We would rather aot try to
wmtenview one of chem winde whing this hittde eacursion,

- L] - -

Ttk match-mahing womcanat Marsalles, to the num
ber of 630, have stiuck work. Their gricvance is that
the Frendh woud cmployed by the State in this manu-
facture 1> infenor and difficult to handle, and that though
the Gusenment professes to aave purchased a large
stuch in Russia, whence the supply was furmerly derised,
no promise is given them as to the date of its arrival,

- - L] -

Tk Lumber Worker, of Cindinnati, O, predicts an
carly return of walnut to its old time pupularity, basing
the prophecy upon the statunent that many of the Ly
est furniture making concerns of the country are quietly
buying all the walnut stock they wan get, 30 cars of wal
nut, fur example, having recently passed through Cin
cinnati en route to Grand Rapids, Mich. ‘The Lumber
Worker regards walnat lumber as the best stack on
sticks to-day.

- - - -

A NoTE of warning to the loggers in the woads, not
to be easily persuaded by the cheap jewellery pedlars,
who like to play on their generosity, should not be with-
outits ceffect.  The money that the logger carns is well
carned, and he does not need to throw it away for the
first trumpery gew-gaw that is offered him by a glib-
tongued notion pedlar who strikes the camp.  The log-
ger may make up his mind that these men are after him
for the moncey they think they can make out of him.
Loggers do not require any article that these men
may offer them, while they are in the wéods, and if it is
important to procurc an,thing of the kind, let them
wait until they return to the city and patronize the
store of a rchiable merchant, where they will obtain
value for their moncey.

* * %

P. O. Byray, of Victoria, N.B., whose opinions on
lumber matters are not unknown to readers of this paper,
1s again after those Americans who insist on “slaughter-
g our forests and drniving native labour and consump-
tion out of our country.” Replying to N. C. Dyment, of
Barrie, who has expressed himself as approving of the
removal of thelog duty, because of the reduction of duty
on lumber that this step carries with 1ty he says: “The
greatest curse that can fullow the settlement of our for-
csts 1s to allow the product to be slaughtered and manu-
factured out of the country; instead of at home ; and
the only way to place ourselves on an equal footing
with Amencans 15 10 make the export duty on logs
cqual to thar mmport duty. If the American cannot
compete on these terms, other and perhaps better out-
lets can be had for our manufactured lumber. If Can-
ada 1s 1o be held for Canachans 1t 15 time her re-
sources were protected from outsiders poaching on her
territory.”

A POINTER FOR MACHINERY MANUFACTURERS.
OW comes the harvest of the machinery manufacturers.
Mills will e overhauled, and alterations made.  In
sumie cses niew machinery will take the place of old, and in
uthers improvad aiachinery will tahe the place of sume not very
oldd that has fallen Below the requirements of the plant.  The
lumber manufacturer knows that fmproved machinery means
greater profits, and is willing to go to the cApense necessary
to make the improvements.  The cut this winter in Canada
will undoubtedly be above the average.  This means that our
lumber manufacturers will be anxious to have their mills in
tip top shape for the opening of trade in the spring.  The
tre 1s opportune for the shrewd manufacturer of maclinery to
bring to the notice of saw il men the facihties possessed for
meeting the vanous necus of the lgmber trade, It s hardly
necessary 1o suggest that as the unly jourual i Canada devoted
o the nterests of lumber and saw anll men the Cadana
LuMpBrkyaN s an eaceptivially valaable madiam to all manu
facturers who contanplate business with this industry.




