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FRANCES MARIA.
Prances Maria, of Rechebeaucovy, wasborn
Angoumois in Frencs, in 1932,
Nature who has granted to man the mits of
“nius and deep thinking almhty to invent, and
rce 10 execute, seems to have compensated s
‘mpanion by gifts no less valuable; gentlc
93 of disposition, patience, «ell command,
urage, sensinlity, prudeace, activity, and re-
larity of canduct.  This last quulity ts, abave
l, s prerogative which cannot be refused to
sex worthy on so many accounts of love and
spect.
With what apiness too is woman endowed from
rtender years! Are not young girls daily seen
conduct 8 hnuse, to watch over the details of
.use-keeping, to manage therr hutle brothers
«d sisters, to supply, m a word, the loss of
. eir parents, at an age when great boys are
_pable of no service, and only think of amusing
<mselves? Frances Mana perfectly confirmns
.ae ohservations. She was the daughter of a
wgatherer of Rochebeaucour, in Angoumais
ot father was possessed of no fortune, but he
8 & worthy tnun, a gaod husband, aud a good
her.  Thaugh he had secewved only azom-
-a education, as he did not want goad secase,
bronght up lus child much better than the
ildren of the sich inhabutants of great ciies
. olten cdueated Ile find remurked that
ancis was of a gentle but decided temper,
Jugoaut to sll remonstrances delivered with
verity; in consequence, he made use of no
_er methods of management than those of
idness, caresses, and sectiment, and he saw
naelf no less respected than beloved by her.
His wife was far from shewing the sense and
ader cares of her hushaad. She affected
cat love tor her daughter, but this love was
cqual and unentightened. Whimaeal, ca-
itious, hasly to excess, unressonable n her
-mands, and ready to take offence, she was
<petually chiding Maria [t mere thifles.  On
<casions when she ought to have reproved her
ughter, she manifested a tenderness, of which
+ little girl could not dwvine the reason; when
would have been right to have eacouraged

hor, sho overwhelmed with monaces and harsh!

treatment, which disgusted the good father, and
soured the mind of the chnfd. Thus thwarted 1n
hig deargst affections, but irresolute, ond desir-
ous of preserving peace in his house, the father
concealed within Ins heart a secret grief. He
fell i1, und died within the arms of lus afllicted
daughter. Ihis wife did not long survive him;
and left belund her a litle boy of eighteen

years.

should I consecrate to yau the product of my
labours! 0, how it wouid debight me to retuin
the cares which you lsvished on me 1n my clald.
hoed! No, no; never shall I he consoled for so
cruel n loss; nothing can make me amendst”
Divided between her attention to her brother,
and the tender recolleetion of her beloved futher,
the guood Frances bad already passed three

jvears in her solitude.
months old, with Frunces, then oged uleven‘

Surpassing others no less in the advantages
of person than those of the mind, she was of a

The father of the young orphac was rich only size and strength much above her age, and her
in virtues; he left no inheritance to lis daugh- beauty was equal to the emiable qualities of her

ter but some old furniture, and a little cottage,' heart,

situated on the skairts of a wood.

The wretched have netther relations nor {riends!
She saw herself deserted und was soon reduced
to paverty. Some husbandmen in the neigh-
bourhood, however, wished her to keep their

Some of the sichest farmers demanded

Frances re-ther in marriage, and would have esteemed them-
tired with her lutle brother to this wild asylum.'

selves happy to have altmned her without a
dowry; but they were all very young, and Fran-
ces, with a2 prudence by no means common, dis-
missed them, preferring a tradesman of a middle
age, with 2 moderate property, becavse, as she

geese and sheep, but her attachment to her httlejsad, he anght supply the pluce of a father to
brother prevented her from accepting the office, ' hier vrother and herself, and assiet her in acquir-

und she resolved to attempt and to suffer every
thing rather thas cbanden lum.

In this urgent necessity Maria sold some of
her effects, and with the money she bought flax
and cotton
had been able to inake a pair of men’s stockings
n two days  This habt of ciployment was of]
great asustance to her; and she set herself to
<pioning, sewing, and kntung, clternately.  As
she wus not less active than skilful; she thus
provided for her subsistence, and preserved her
independence.

ladustry and virtue naturally command the
esteem of men; and when we no longer stand n
need of them, tney offer us their services. A
gil of twelve years old, lwving alone o a poar
cotinge, providing for herself, and taking care
of an wfant brother, as if he had been her child,
was a syzht equally unusual and affecing.  Ac-
cardingly her reputation soon spread abroad.
Every body ran from the neighbouring distriets
to see her, and work was eagerly brought to
her. The mothers particularly made st a plea
sure to bring their children thuther. ¢ Cowe,”
sud they, “and see a gul of twelve years old.
whe conducts herself Iiko a woman of thaiy, und
pazses her time o providing food for her Intle
brother,”

Plenty, the fruit of industry, insensibly Legan
to reign i the cottage of Frances; she was even
encbled to take a good old woman to hve with
her, who kept the house, and tack care of hes
brother wlilst she went with ber work w0 the
seighbouring villages  Tassing her days i n
nocence and peace, nothing would bave been
waning 1o the happiness of this virtueus cinld,
haa her futher still been with her.

Afficting recollections conunnally offered
themsrlves to her mind, and spread a glom
over her thoughts. During the hours ol the
night, and throughout the day, she felt a drend-
ful void around her. ¢ Dear friend of my clald
hood,” she repeated, ¢ why are you not wuh

your beloved caughter? Wuh wiat plcasurc\

From the age of seven yeure rhe, destined her heatt and her lovely person.

g the experience that she slood m need of.

It was the middle of a severe wiater, and the
prudent guri waited for the spung, to unite her
lot with that of the happy won for whom she
But,
alas! che was prevented in ber design by a futal
accrdent. For five wecks the corth had been
cavered with snow: the walves wandered throngh
the fieids in troops; they boldly cntered the
towns, and even men, “hen unarmed, hecame
therr victuns.  One morning, us Frances was
drawing some bread from the oven, a wolf, fol-
lowed by f7¢ whelps, burst into the room.  She
nstantly seized a knotty stick, ard defended
herself with such courage, that she would cer-
tamly have saved her Wfe hiad she thought only
of herself; but whilst she was encountenng the
savage beast, che percewed u secend vnemy ad-
vaneing towards her brother  Then, uttening
cry of tesror, she seized the child by the middle,
opened a closet, and ilere placed lum out of
dunger; but wlolst the couragenus gitl supparted
herself with one hand, sud cndeasoured with the
other to 1epulse the yomri«-us ammels, the furi-
ous woll sprung st her throat, and suffecared her
.nstantly  The goed <Id woman flymg to im-
plore assistence, wos ako seized and torn in
neces

Thus died, in her fiftcenth year, this ynung
woeman, wha so weli deserved a better fnte,
Whao can tefuse their tears?  The true model of
fikal prety, «of cournge, and fiatesnal uffection,
mspired wath vastue with cepument, and grace;
who better deservid 1o have hved and become
the mother ol a faunly than she, who fulfitled s0
well the sacred dunes of one without the title?
Rer brother was hving in 1796, and from hitn”
thuse interesting particnlurs were received.

Modesty, if it were to be recoinmended for nothimg
clse, tins were cnough, that the pictending 10 hitle,
lcaves 2 man at case; whereas  boashing rcjuires a
perpetxal labour to appear what he s not. If we have

sense, Madesty best proves it to others: sf we have
none, il best hides our want of 1t.



