142 CANADA IN FLANDERS

front now held by the 54th Brigade, 18th Division and
advance their line to the line of the Desire Support
Trench as far west as a point in the Ravine, 100 yards
east of where the Ravine turns north.

November 17th.

Our artillery bombarding the German line, the new
trench north of Regina, the southern portion of Below
Trench and the Coulée Trench.

Some successful wire cutting accomplished.

November 18th.

Barrage starts at 6 a.m. and the operations success-
fully carried out. Our guns succeed in capturing
Desire Trench from the Ravine to a point about halfway
between the Pys and East Miraumont Roads. East of
this point our men have great trouble, meeting with heavy
artillery and machine-gun fire, and are ultimately driven
back to Regina Trench. Parties from the 38th and 87th
Battalions advance into Grandcourt Trench and take
many prisoners, but later are ordered to retire and assist
in the consolidation of the new line running about 100
yards north of Desire Trench. The operation as a whole
distinctly successful, in spite of the reverse on the right.

November 10th.

No sign of hostile artillery retaliation or counter-
attack during the day. Our heavy artillery arranges a
shoot to start at junction of New Trench and Below
Trench westward to Practice Road to the junction
of New Trench and Desire Trench—to clear out
the Germans who held up the right of our attack
on the 18th. In the meantime Coulée Trench is
bombarded with excellent results. The 12th Brigade
holding the left of the line from the Ravine to
the block in Desire Trench about 250 yards west of the
Pys Road, the 11th Brigade from the block along the
curve south by south-east to Regina Trench, and to the
entrance right of the Division position.
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