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of his brain, as if to remind the lookers-on that, in

the traces of advancing age without, there was suffi-

cient apology for the strides of imbecility within.

The scenes with which members are sometimes

favoured, arise quite as unexpectedly and incidentally

as they do with ourselves. 1 have known the most

insipid debates suddenly enlivened with them ; whilst

I have seen questions of the most stirring party

interest disposed of without their occurrence. Indeed

I generally found that, when the House had any

very serious work before it, its decorum was marked

and exemplary. Never was this more impressed

upon me than when the last tariff bill passed through

its later stages in the House. The question was one

of intense interest. It was a party question, as well

as an issue pending between monopoly and free trade.

The House was so equally divided upon it, that it

was impossible to foresee the ultimate fate of the bill.

Excitement was at its height, and I repaired to the

House in the full expectation of witnessing a scene.

But although the battle was keenly contested by both

parties, and although, on more than one occasion,

fortune seemed to waver between them, everything

passed off with the utmost quiet and decorum ; the

decisive vote in committee, of the day, being only

carried by a majority of one. It is a mistake to

think that great pai ty questions cannot be decided

without confusion and violence, or that the House
cannot be thoroughly excited without coming to

blows. Scenes have their origin there as here in

the idiosyncracies of some and the ill-regulated pas-

sions of others, but they are promptly suppressed the

moment they transcend the rules of parliamentary

propriety.

The funniest feature in the proceedings of the
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