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war. In any attempt ofthe French, can we in the lea{l

aflure ourfelves of the fidelity of thelndians ? might they

not with great probability become abettors in all the

fchemes of the French, who have acquired but too much

the art of conciliating the afFedlions of the moft favage

among them. The tribes that inhabit thefe parts, and call

themfelves the Ten Nations, are as numerous as any other

ailbciated confederacy of Indians in North America,

have been in ftrong alliance with the French ; there ftill

are (tho* in difguife) feveral of French extraction, and

many of them of the military kind. What therefore

have we not to apprehend ? the forts at Miililimakinac

and Detroit would have the whole force of Louifiana to

contend with, and very probably a combination of the

Indians ; and thus backed, could we exped to keep pof-

fefiion of thofe forts ? Could we draw together a fufE-

cient force to repel the invaders ? Could we attack

them with the leaft advantage ? Could we fupply an

army at fuch a diftance from our proper frontier ? the

confequences of a repulfe from fuch invaders, who come

prepared for flaughter, would be truly horrible j let us

recollect that of Braddock's, and tremble at the appre-

henfionsoffuch another 1

Succefs, either by the River Illinois or Ohio, would

likewifc give the French a very confiderable (hare of the

fur trade. The country for feveral miles between Lake

Erie and part of the Ohio, is reckoned the chief fpot for

hunting among the Indians in North-America, on ac-

count of the great refort of deer and beaver to the fait

pits which are there in great abundance : and the coun-

try to the weft and north of the Upper Lake is undoubt-

edly well fttuated for the fame trade. The Indians for

feveral
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