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fecial duty. For they are confcious that fo is the will of

God i and that he is the avenger of all who traiifgrcfs hin

will.

Indeed the inward (late and movements of the heart can

only be known to God ; and to him only are men accounta«

ble for them. Not fo the external and focial patts of religi-

on. With them the general influence of religion is conne«^-

ed. Such for inftance, among others, zxc^-attendana en

God^spublic warjhipy andobfervation ofthe Lord's Day, Thefe

are enjoined by divine and human laws ; the negled of them

is cognizable by the latter, becaufe that negled^ would be

very injurious to fociety.

A good citizen and member of fociety will therefore be

pundual in the obfervation of thofe duties, not only in obe-

dience to divine and human authority ; but alfo becaufe his

example will have very interefting effeds on others—to

ftrengthen or deftroy the influence of religion. He will

cautioufly avoid a breach of divine and human laws, which

has a dired tendency to haften that fatal crifis—a crifis which

has ever been dreaded by the wifeft men, as the certain fore-

runner of public ruin—when Religion has lofl its hold on

the minds of the people.

For I befeech you to reflcifl—what but ruin could enfue,

in fuch a cafe ? When the depraved appetites of men arc fct

loufe from all the reilraints which divine and human wifdom

has placed round thein, muft not diforder, and the perpetration

of every criine be the confequence ? Suppofing fuch a cha-

racter as ii n)entioned by the Pfaifnifl, to exilt umong us—

•

«' A fool who hath faiJ in his heart, there is no God.*"

What tie can you have on fuch a perfon ? VVhat fecurity for

the reftitudc of his conduct ?—An oath is the flrongcit bond
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