
A SYSTEM Of G 1: U G R A 1* H Y. Algiers.

patient, «nJ the nature of the tlifcal'e, a female hciiij

I'.icrilked for one of the male fcx, and a m.il'; fur the

women.
The Algerincs have three prifici;>al ofHccr'. who prcfiJt.-

overall religious matters ; thcle arc the multi, cir hiyh

pried
J the cady, or chief judge in corldVitfual caiili s,

and inch other matters as the civil and military |.o\vjr

turns over to him ; an.i the gram! inarahut, who is at the

head of his order, which confills of a kind of eremitical

monks in fuch high veneration, that they b?ar an extra-

ordinary fway, not only in ninll private families, but even

in the government. 'I hefc three officers have thiir feats

in the great divan next under the dcy, and on his rijht

h.ind, where they are allowed to give their opinion in

all ditKcult and important affairs of flate ; but have not

the liberty of voting with the nrt of the members. As
to religious affairs they are ufuallv rt--ferred to them, and

their decifions, if unanimous, arc clleemed binding, and

no longer to bedifputcd.

The people have a great veneration for the marabuts,

who are ufually perfons of a rigid aulfere life, continually

employing themfclves either in counting over their beads,

or in prayer and meditation. I'heir chaplct ufuallv coii-

iills of ninety-nine beads ; mi touching each of which
they cither fay, " Ciod is great. CJod be prailid, or Go'J
" forgive me." This kinJ of faintfhip ufually sjocs bv

fuccillion, and the ion, if he c^n behave wilh equal gra-

vity, is intitled to the fame elfeem and reverence with

the father. Somcof them pretend to fee vifions, and to

con\eifc with the Deitv, while others are fuppofed to

work miracles. Dr. Snaw fays, that Seedy Alulh'.fa,

caliph of the wcftern province, told him, that a nti;;h-

bouiing marabut had a folid iron bar, which, upon

command, would give the fjine report, and do as much
execution as a piece of cannon ; and that once the whole
Algerinc army, on the dey's demanding too exorbitant

a tax from the Arabs under his protcdlion, were put to

flight by the miracle : yCt, notwithlfanding the frequency,

as they pretended, of the experiment, neither the argu-

ments urged by that divine on the merit of convincing

a Chriftian, nor the follicitations of the company, could

prevail fo far as to have the experiment tried before him
;

for the marabut had too much policy to hazard his reputa-

tion by putting it to the proof. At Sctecf that learned

gentleman faw a marabut famous for vomiting fire ; but

though he was at lirft gieatly furprifed at feeing his

mouth fuddenly in a blaze, and at the violent agonres he

counterfeited at the fame time, he afterwards plainly per-

ceived that it was all a trick, and that the flames and

fmoke with which he was furrounded, arofe from fome

tow and fulphur which he contrived to let on fire under

his burnoofc.

The roving and unfcttlcd life of the Arabs, and the

perpetual grievances the Moors frequently futl'er from the

Turks, prevent either of them enjoying that liberty and

fecurity which give birth and encouragement tolcarninTi

hence the knowledge of philofophy, mathematics, and

medicine, which once flouriilied among the Arabs, arc

now loft, and there are fcarcc any traces of them re-

maining.

The fons of the Moors and Turks are fent to fchoni

at about fix years of age, when they are taught to read

and write for the value of about a penny a week. Each
boy, inftead of paper, has a piece of thin (iquare board,

(lightly dawbed over with whiting ; and on this he makes
his letters, which may be wiped off or renewed at plea-

fure. On his having made fome progrcfs in the Koran,

he is initiated in the feveral ceremonies and myfleries of

religion : and when a boy has 'uftinguifhed himfelf in

any branch of learning, he is richly drefTed, mounted
upon a horfe richly caparifoned, and, as bath been alrea-

dy mentioned in treating of Morocco, is conduced amidft

the huzz.isof his fchool- fellows through the (treets, while

his friends and relations afl'einbic to congratulate his pa-

rents, and to load him with gifts. The boys, after be-

ing three or four years at fchool, are put to trades, or

enrolled in the army, where mod of them foon forget all

they have learned at fchool.

While the reverend divine we have fo often quoted,

was chaplain at Algiers, he endeavoured to become ac-

quainted with the perfons mod dillinguifhed fur their

I

learning; and though i'ri'm Ibcir njfiirai llivnof', to Aran*
gers, and contempt of the Chriliians, i: s dilTicult to
cultiv;i.le a leal tnendfhip with them, vet le loon found
that th;ir chief altronomur, v/l.o rcyiil.itvs :mj fuper-

inti nils the hours of prayer, had not the (Vrll to muke
a fun-diiJ : that the whole art of navigation, as ptacli-

fed at Al';iers and I'linis, '>nlv lonfilts In v.'hatis term-
ed prickiii!,' of a chart, and dillinguilhiinr li;,' eiglit prin-

cipal poiiit.i of the compafs ; and that even thcmdtrv,
once the faviuirite f< iente ol thvfe pLO| le, is at preftnt

only applied to diftilliiig a little rofc water. The phy-
fitians chiefly (fudy tlie Spandh eJitinn of Diofcorides;
but ihey oftcner confult the tigures of plants and animals
than their ufes. Notwlihliniiiling this, thefe people are

naturally fubtle and ingenious, and only want time,
application, anil encouragement, to cultivate and im-
prove their faculties.

As the Mahometans are generally prcdtftinarians,

they p.iy little regard to medicine, and ufually cither

leave the dKbrder to contend with nature, or make uft

of charms and Incnntatioi s. Yet in all dilfempers they

refc.rt to bagnios, and there are a few other remedies ia

general ufe. I hus a dram or two of the root of round
birthwnrt is an edablifhed remedy for the colic ; in

plcuritii; and rheumatic cafes, they make feveral punc-
tures on the part ati'edfed with a red-hot iron, re-

pcatlni; the operation aceording to the violence of the

difiafe, and the ilrtngth of the patient. The prickly

pear roilled in the embers is applied hot for the cure

of bruiles, fwellings, and intlummations. They pour
frefh butter aimed boiling hot into all fimple gun fliot

wounds, and fome of tiieni inncuLite for the fmall-pox;

though this practice is not much in reputation in this

part of liarbary, and they tell a number of dories to

dilcourage the uie of it. They have few compound
medicines ; however, they ufe a mixture of mvrrh, aloe.s,

fafFron, and fyrrup of myrtle-berries, which is fre-

quently found ciTeclual in the cure of the plague.

(Jur author was fometimcs favoured with the fight of
their ancient kalendars, in which the fun's place, the

femi-diurnal and nodlurnai arch, the length of the twi-

light, with the feveral hours of prayer for each day in

the month are calculated to a minute, and beautifully

wrote in proper columns ; but thefe are as little confult-

cd as their ancient mathematical inftruments, of which
they know not the ufe: thus, if the cloudlncfi of the

weather prevents their adjuding their large and fmall

hour-glalles to fome inaccurate meridian lines they have

made for that purpofe, their times for devotion, which
fliould le piindlual to a minute, are entirely left to the

Will and pleafure of their cryers ; for public clocks arc

not allowed in this country, which is perhaps owing to

the 'jri-.i: aveifion of tlie Mahometans to bells.

Though their ancedors were alio didinguifhed for their

fkiil ill arithmetic and algebra, not one in twenty thou-

f.ind appears to be at prefent acquainted with the firlt

operations in thefe branches of mathematics; yet the

merchants are frequently very dexterous in the addition

and fubdraclion of large fums by memory, and have

alfo a very fingular method of numeration, by putting

their hands into each other's fleeves, and touching one
another with this or that finger, or a particular joint,

each denoting a determined fum or number ; thus, with-

out moving their lips, or giving the lead intimation tn

the by- dander, they conclude bargains of the grcatcft

value.

Though piracy fecms to fuit bed with the temper of
the Algerines, they luder free C'hridians, Jews, either

natives or foreigners, Arabians and Moors, to exir-

cilc a fair commerce both by fea and land, and to carry

on trades and manufadures in (ilk, cottrjn, wool, lea-

ther, and other commodities, which are modly condudl-

ed by Spaniards fettled in Algiers, elpecially about the

metropolis. Carpets arc another manufafiurc of this coun-
try, though they are greatly inferior tothofeof Turky for

beauty and finenefs; but being both cheaper and foftcr,

arc preferred by the people to lie upon. 'I'hereare like-

wife at Algiers looms for velvet, tadeties, and other

wrought filks, and a coarfe fort of linen is made in mod
parts of the kingdom, of which Sufa produces the finefl.

Thefe manufadures are chiefly confunicd at home,
fome


