
282 THE CURSE OF CARNE'S HOLD.

pointment that she herself had had no hand in clearing her
lover, and that this had come about in an entirely different

way to what she had expected.

Mr. Volkes and the clergyman called that afternoon, and
had a long talk with Mr. Armstrong, and the following day a
thrill of excitement v/as caused throughout the country by
the publication in the i)apers of the confession of Reginald
Carne. Dr. Arrowsmith certified that although Reginald
Carne was unquestionably insane, and probably had been
so for some years, he had no hesitation in saying that he
was perfectly conscious at the time he made the confession,

and that the statement might be believed as implicitly as if

made by a wholly sane man. In addition to this certificate

and the confession, the three gentlemen signed a joint de-

claration, to the effect that the narrative was absolutely

confirmed by other facts, especially by the statement made
by Miss Powlett, without her being in any way aware of the

confession of Reginald Carne. This, they pointed out,

fully confirmed his story on all points, and could leave no
shadow of doubt in the minds of anyone that Reginald
Carne had, under the influence of madness, taken his

sister's life, and had then, with a cunning so commonly
present in insanity, thrown suspicion on two wholly inno-

cent persons. .

The news])apers, commenting on the story, remarked
strongly ui)on the cruel injustice that had been inflicted

upon Captain Mervyn, and exi)ressed the hope that he
would soon return to take his ])lace again in the county,

uniting in his person the estate of the Mervyns and the

Carnes. There was some expression of strong reproba-

tion at the concealment by Ruth Powlett of the knife she

had found in Miss Carne's room. One of the papers,

however, admitted, that " perhaps altogether it is fortun-

ate now that the girl concealed them. Had the facts now
published in her statement been give i, they would at once

have convinced everyone that Captain Mervyn did not

commit the crime with which he was charged, but at the

same time they might have brought another innocent man
to the scaffold. Upon the whole, then, although her con-

duct of concealing this important news is most reprehensi-

ble, it must be admitted that, in the interests of justice, it

is fortunate that she kei)t silent."

The sensation caused in Carnesford by the publication


