INTRODUCTORY.

HE summer of 1864 marked a period of unusual
peril to the daring pioneers seeking homes in the
far West. Following upon the horrible massacres
in Minnesota, in 1862, and the subsequent chas-

tisements inflicted by the expeditions under Generals

Sully and Sibley in 1863, whereby the Indians were
driven from the then western borders of civilization in
Iowa, Minnesota, and the white settlements of Dakota, in

the Missouri Valley, the great emigrant trails to Idaho

and Montana became the scene of fresh outrages; and‘
from the wild, almost inaccessible nature of the country,
pursuit and punishment were impossible.
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I was a member of a small company of emigrants,
who were attacked by an overwhelming force of hos-
tile Sioux, which resulted in the death of .a large pro-
portion of the party, in my own capture, and a horri-
ble captivity of five months’ duration.

Of my thrilling adventures and experience during
this season of terror and privation, I propose to give
a plain, unvarnished narrative, hoping the reader will

be more interested in facts concerning the habits, man-
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