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" One thing I must mention, to be kept a profound secret. The fort at 
Ticoncteroga must be seized as soon as possible, should hostilities be com
mitted by the King’s troops. The people on the New Hampshire Grants 
Kane engaged to do thie bueinees ; and, in my opinion, they are the most proper 
persons for this job. This will effectually curb this province, and all the 
troops that may be sent here."(14)

A moment’s reflection makes the fact evident that the pro
posal to capture Ticonderoga probably came to Brown from, 
and was not by him suggested to, the people of the Grants. 
He communicated it to the Massachusetts Congress as a proper 
thing to be done, because he supposed it had not occurred to 
them. He wrote the letter after he had had an interview with 
the Vermonters, in which they “engaged to do this business.” 
Had Brown thought of it before he visited the Grants, he would 
probably have spoken of it to his associates, and there would

means of communication through the Grants.” That he was 
in close relations with the leaders, we know, for one of them 
became his guide to Canada. This was Peleg Sunderland,1181 
one of the eight whom the officials of New York had outlawed 
and condemned to death, without the trouble of arrest, or the ex
pense of a trial. He was sent to inform himself of the feeling 
of the people, and he must have met Colonel Allen, consulted 
with the Grand Committee, and have known of the organiza
tion, for he declares that the Green Mountain Boys had, un
dertaken to capture Ticonderoga. Satisfied with the condition 
of affairs on the Grants, he forced his way through many diffi
culties to Canada, made use of his two companions, one of 
whom had been a captive among them, to win over the Indians, 
and having executed his mission, on the 29th of March, writes 
an account of it, from Montreal, to Dr. Warren and Samuel 
Adams, the Massachusetts Committee, and, as if he were mak
ing a new and important suggestion, brought to his notice 
while on the Grants, says—
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