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Econotfnie Conditions

Looking at the same study, frustrations are often taken out
on children, those who are dcfenceless. This again is the resuit
of an econornic climate, a resuit of economie situations affect-
ing people.

1 could quote ail sorts of statisties about cosîs of morîgages
and the rising costs of food, but 1 arn more concerned about
the inereasing hurnility of people. We must see the government
act. We need to sec members of flic opposition lu the govern-
ment corne into the House and listen to these debates. Because
members on the other side do not corne, they do not care. As a
resuit they do not understand. It is nice to believe you must
listen lu cabinet colleagues and vote with them, but govern-
ment rnernbers also have another responsibility. That responsi-
bility is to convince flic cabinet, to convince the Minister of
Industry, Trade and Comrnerce, t0 convince the Mvinisîer of
Ernployment and Immigration, lu convince the Dcputy Prime
Ninister and Ninisîcr of Finance, and lu convince the Prime
Minister that we must do something for Canadians, that we
cannol just play fol low- the-leader wilh the American economy.
If those government members are not in tbis House they are
not listening, and they arc nul capable of acting with their
cabinet ministers.

Our leader and our finance critie have offered our proposed
solution. We have offered our assistance in îrying to convince
the governiment that there arc lhings we can do in Canada. We
have talked about lax credits f'or low-incomce Canadians. This
would nol only bc of benefit to those individuals I have talked
abhout earlier, but also of henefit lu ail Canadians hy getîing
cash flowing in our econoniy aniong Ihose Canadians who need
more jobs. Wc have îalkcd about a national economie stralegy.
We have talkcd about encrgy sîralegies for northcrners. In tbis
way northerncrs couîd afford to earn a living, paying for their
hcaling cosîs.

Wc have talked about regional developrnent slrategy, and
wc have taîked about building a merchant marine in Canada.
We have talked about ail those things in this economic strate-
gy which we have emphasized for the last îhree or four years,
yet the govcrnmcnl says it is nul responsible and il ducs nul
know what is going on. Il says to the opposition that it ducs not
know what is going on. il neyer gives advice. it jusl criticizes. 1
would suggest lu the Minister of Finance and others in thal
part of the House that they show sorne feelings toward aIl
Canadians. What is lacking on that side of the House is an
understanding of the problcm. They also lack the political role
and the political conviction lu do sumelhing about thic prob-
lems we face.

We have a national energy policy which is nul only dividing
Canadians but is basically the package of glitter the I iberals
have prescnîed on cach and every occasion.

Wc have a problem in respect of uncmploymenî. The gov-
ernment has created a program. That program ducs not work,
alung wiîh 13 or 14 other programs. Thcy rcally do nol corne
up wiîh a solution.

We have a problcrn with forcign invesîment in this country.
The governmcnt has sel up a Foreign Investiment Rcvie\N

Agency but ducs not give il any teeth. It is really a laughing
stock.

During the last election the guvernimenî promiscd to
strcngthcn the rule of that board or agency. Since then it bas
donc notbing. The governrnn bas talked about training and
crnployrnent programs. AIli wc have seen is more ad boekery
for whicb the Liberal governmcnî is su famous.

Wbcn il cornes lu inleresl rates the Liberal parly made
certain promises, but what did we receive? We have rcceived
wbaî sorne peuple wuuld caîl the -Thursday abdication". Whaî
that means is tbat the government bas said Ict the morîgage
industry decide, and evcry Tbursday the Bank of Canada does
somclbing witb trcasury notes, and cvery Thursday the interesl
rate gues up, and every Tbursday sumcbody asks the N4inisîer
of Finance a question and bc says. -Tbat is not my responsibil-
iîy, Ibat is the rcsponsibility of governor Boucy.- Tbis amounîs
lu Liberal abdication of responsibility, whcîber il applies lu
inîercsî rates, the Jack of jobs, or conccrn for humaniîy. Tbis is
the result of a very sick nation.

Il is lime the govcrnmcnî stopped abdicating ils leadership.
Il is lime the guvernment took upon itself ils ecunnmie,
polilical, and social responsibilities. Thal is wbaî Ibis debate is
ail about. Tbis ducs nul involve the malter of wbcîber une is
Liberal, Conservative or New Demiocrat; il is a malter of the
economic and social future of the country.

I sîarîed my speech by saying wc are nul bere f'or a f'ree ride,
and ssc arc nul. Wc. as members of Parliament. havc a dutý
and an obligation lu speak our mindis, to do our research, and
do wbaî we can lu the benefit nul unly of' ourselves but of Ibose
swbo arc less furtunate and of tbose wbo follow us. Su long as
the mîinisters do nol corne and listen, su long as miembers
opposite do nul corne and listen. we are figbting an uphill
baIlle.

Tbis is a baIlle wc are willing lu fighî again and again. and
again and again, until we do suIve sume of these problcms and
until we do gel the govcrnmenî lu realize that there is an
econumie and social crisis in Canada. That is a batîle wortb
figbîing and I do not mind sîaying up aIl nigbî, as 1 am sure
other hon. miembers feel. 10 figbî Ibis batîle. Wc will do il
again. Mr. Speaker.

Miss Pat Carney (Vancouver Centre): Given the ladt that
Ibis is the fifîecnîb bour, coming up, of Ibis debate, I wanî lu
îalk about the econumie impact of tbe budget measures and
economic policies being pursucd by the guverninent. I wanî 10

talk about the effeet of the econumie policy of the guvernmcint
on average Canadians. Possibly I sbould explain that it is
necessary lu îalk about econumie impact aI Ibis lime because
clcarly the Minister of Finance (M4r. MacEachen) ducs nul
understand wbaî bis policies are doing lu peuple. Econuiei
impact is wbaî bappens wbcn yuu transpose numnbers and
budget projections and transpose Ihuse resuits lu the lives of
ordinarv Canadians. and buw Ibis affects the day lu day
aclîvilles of Canadians and their bupes for the future.
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