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Parlimment ta provide for medicare, and aak-
ing the provinces not ta do anythlng that
would make more difilcuit the establishiment
of a camprehensive health insurance plan
for all Canadians.

Mr. IR. M. Thompson (Red D.oe): Mr.
Speaker , in maklng some commenta at thua
time it would be very easy ta take advantage
of the situation ta list thase pleces of legiala-
tian we wauld like ta see the Governinent
introduce and make sucli commenta an the
basis that it Is good politically ta be empha-
sizing those things about whlch. we are most
concerned. On the other hand I think we
have a responsibility ta each other and misa ta
the country ta makre sure that whmt happened

at year with regard ta, a summer recess
does not happen again this year. I do not
believe that a recess is a holiday. I thlnk
of a recess as praviding an opportunity ta
go back ta, aur constituencies and do mudli
of the work for aur constituents that we
shauld do but have nat been able ta do for the
past year and a hall.

1 had hoped that the Prime Minister wouid
make some definite statement about the date
wlien he expects Parliament ta recess. I
appreciate his outline o! legislation and the
order of priority, but I think it would misa
be heipful if a target date could be set. I hope
lie lias in mind some date before July i.

In my opinion it hs a good thing that the
Gaverninent plans ta extend the present bank
acts because in the periad remainlng before
a recesa there will nat be sufficient lime ta
consider adequately in committee the report
of the Royal Commission on Banklng and Fi-
nance and demi wlth the new bank bills. I
wouid, misa hope the Governinent House
Leader would make sure that the new stand-
ing cammittees are set up immedimtely and
that the estimates are referred ta thase cern-
mittees, because in tlie f ew weeks left before
the recess they miglit be able ta do a good
part of the work on the estimates. Certainly
that work slould be started before the fanl.

As we face the next few weeks I trust we
will be able ta demi with the legislalion that
has been outlined wlth dlspatch and effec-
tiveness because, as lias been sald, most of
it is flot controversial. We realize the im-
portance af the Commonwealth Canférence
that the Prime Miniater wiil of necessity be
mttending. I should like ta emplisize that 1
believe it would be a good policy for hlm be-
fore lie leaves ta outline ta, the Homee some
o! the objectives whldi lie hs laoking forwmrd
toamchieving at that Conference. I thlnk he
wauid be well advised if some statement of

Business of the House
Government pollcy could be made before he
leaves.

[Translation]
Mr. Réal OsoueÊs (Villeneuve): lèr.

Speaker, we lstened witb interest to the
annauncement made by the Prime Minister
(Mr. Pearson) cancerning the priority meas-
tires he wants the house ta examine until the
adjournment or the end of the present session.

In lii view, those measures are the leat
controversial items of the legisiative program.
Now, among those he mentloned, there are
certalnly some that wiil ralse a controversy,
for Instance, the amendments ta the Bank Act,
the renewai of bank charters, their extension
until the matter Ia discussed by the banking
and commerce committee.

In my opinion, Mir. Speaker, those are
Points which flot on]y wMI draw parliament's
attention, but that of the general public.

A moment ago I heard the leader of the
New Demnocratic Party (Mr. Douglas> tell us
that the governiment should immedlately in-
troduce a national medicare plan or bill. The
Leader af the Official Opposition (Mr. Diefen-
baker) reminded us about the il per cent tax
on building materimis; we are one hundred per
cent In favour af mbolishlng this il per cent tax.
But at the saine lime I thought that when
the Leader of the Opposition was prime min-
ister, flot so long ago, with 208 federal memn-
bers behlnd im, we lad in this country more
than one million unemplayed. There was
no sales tax on building materimis at that
time, but I only want to point out that when
you are in the opposition, as in the case o! the
Leader of the Opposition at present, It la
mlways eaier ta bimme the governinent. The
same thing applies to the present Prime Min-
ister when he was in the opposition; he was
wont ta blame the government and the then
prime minister.

Mr. Speaker, we are ready ta examine the
less controversiai bills as well as the contro-
versial ones. But we maintain that if the
Prime Minister had announced today that from,
now on the sovereign government of Canada
would use the Bank of Canada ta finmo
the econamic develapment of the country, we
would not have heard about any socimiat plan,
as we just dld, or any criticisin as lias been
expressed earlier.

We regret that it seenis less important ta
contrai the country's monetmry system than
to subdue individuals and ta introduce mess-
tires directed against, and designed ta be-
littie, the liuman persan. Those are pre-
sented as non-controversimi matters. But no
mention is made o! the mnonetmry system. No
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