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other hand oe did not have the Minister of soine other occasion during the session. in
Marine and Fisheries (Mr. Prefontaine) who order to carry ont an agreement. entered
was expected to speak or the Minister of i ito by the two whips. J may say that I
Justice (Mr. Fitzp>atrick) who also w'as ex- objected to the two whips coming to any
pected to speak. We put up other members , such agreement, that they should assume
only in order to keep up our side of the power to close the debate whenever it suited
debate, so that hon. gentlemen opposite their wishes. However, at the request of
might not he able to charge our members |the whip on this side I acquiesced in the
with being afraid to speak on the subject. arrangement. The distinct understanding in
We on this side were perfectly willing to my mind at the time was that the member
keep up the discussion. But, when it came for Prince Edward was to close the debate.
to Wednesday, the day cgreed upon for the Later on the chief whip of the government
vote, the members tn this side had been side informed me that though there were
informed and were ready for the division. to be no more addresses, but of course. lie
We did not object to the hon. member for said, the Prime Minister may say a few
Pictou (Mr. Bell), or the bon. member for words. I knew nothing more about it. Bu:
West Toronto (Mr. Clarke) or the hon. mem- I may say that the understandiig was that
ber for North Victoria (Mr. Sam. Hughes) the member for Prince Edward clone was
speaking. But when I returned after dinner, to close the debate, and there was no talk
I happened to go up to your chair, Mr. at the time of the Prime Minister making
Speaker, and was inforined that none of the a speech, or an impassioned appeal such as
members on the opposition side except the he did. I may say that after the Prime
lion. member for Prince Edward (Mr. Al- Minister had spoken I was very much an-
corn) would speak. I went to the chief noyed, and felt much inclined to get up,
whip of the opposition, and he informed me because I felt the compact had been brokea,
that the hon. member for Pictou, the hon. and I felt inclined to go on, late as the hour
member for West Toronto, the hon. member was, and make my address on that occasion,
for North Victoria had decided that they because the arrangement, to my mind, had
would not speak ; and that after the hon. been violated, in spirit at all events, by
member for Winnipeg (Mr. Puttee) had con- the speech of the Prime Minister on that
eluded, the hon. member for Prince Edward occasion. These are the facts as I under-
county (Mr. Alcorn) would be the last to stood them when the arrangement was made
speak on that side. That is what the chief between the two whips. I know for a fact
whip on the other side told me when i told that it was the chief whip on our side who
him that the Prime Miister would close the induced the member for Toronto to remain
debate. I heard, before the Prime Minister in his seat, and I know that he asked the
bad spoken, that the hon. member for Pictou member for Pictou to remain in his seat. I
was likely to speak, and I could scarcely may for Pct n t in in bis ser
believe it. When the memober for Pictou May say that I think it is tardly the proper
rose, I went to the chief whip of the opposi- dhing for te two wips the ii to an
tion and asked him how it was that that detinito understaailag that tho division or-,
hon. gentleman (Mr. Bell) was speaking after a question shah take place cf a certain heur
we had decided that the Prime Minister or on a certain evening.
should close the debate. And the chief whip Motion (Mr. Bell) to adjourn, negatived.
,f the opposition told me then that the lion.
member for Pictou was speaking against his GRAND TRUNIi PACIFIC RAILW AN.
wishes, that he had notagreed to his speak-
ing, but that the hon. gentleman was speak- Si WILFRID LAIRIER (Prime Min-

ing on his own account. Yet, he bad in- istor) moved the second reading et Bill çNo.
formied me only an hour or two before the 72) Te amend the National Transcontinenl
bon. member for Pictou, the bon. member Rcilway Acf.
for North Victoria and the bon. member for Mr. E. P. CLARIE (Vest Toronto). Mr.
West Toronto had decided that they would Speaker, atr the statoments whicb have
not speak at that time. The only thing I beon mate hy the hon. gentlemen whe oc-
objected to and the only violation of the cupy the position et wbips et the respective
course we had agreed upon that the debate parties, 1 need net effer any oxplanation or
should close after the Prime Minister was apeiegy te the House for taking np some
that the hon. gentleman (Mr. Bell) spoke fimo in a turthor discussion et a matte'
after that agreement. of national iioporfcnce. I bopot te have

Mr. SAM. HUGHES (North Victoria). In- the privilege, in cemmon witb my hon.
asmuch as I happened to b one of the triend trom Nortb Victoria,(Mr. Hughes) My
parties concerned in this matter, and bon. triond trom Pictei (Mr. Bell), and
chanced to he standing here when the ar- seme other gentlemen whose names have
rangement was made between the chief heen monfiened in cennectien with that dis-
whip of the government side and the chief cussion, et saying something hefe tho divi-
whip of the opposition, I may say that the sien was taken on Wodnesday evening. But
understanding was that the member for thaf epperfunity having heen denied me
Pictou, the member for Toronto and myself ant the mattor appearing te me et sueh
were te withhed our speeches unil7 possibly Topressing and vital importance. I dem 
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