
to 60 per cent, depending on the ore. Canadian zinc is obtained by the

use of electrolysis, which refines the product to more than 99 per cent
pure.

Canada exports over 90 per cent of its zinc. The United States con-

sumes more than 70 percent of the refined zinc exports. Britain, Pakistan

and Venezuela are also important customers. Belgium purchases more

than 45 per cent of the zinc concentrate and Japan 20 per cent. The

United States and West Germany are also important purchasers of

Canadian zinc concentrates.
Canada welcomes the prospect of a 3 per cent annual increase in the

worid demand for zinc during the Eighties. Not only does it have the

resources required to maintain its traditional share of this growinig
market it is even hoping to expand it.

Asbestos
The fibrous minerai, asbestos, is known mainly for its resistance to fire. It

has over 3 000 industrial uses, such as the manufacture of automobile

and aircraft brake Iinings. About haif the world production of asbestos is

used in the manufacture of fibro-cement products for the construction
industry.

Canadian exports of asbestos fibre represent about half the total

world exports. Canada provides 24 per cent of the world's supply of this

minerai and ranks second, behind the Soviet Union, in extraction and
processing.

The West's largest deposit is found in Asbestos, Quebec, where the

formation of this minerai dates back over 400 million years. Quebec

continued to produce 85 to 90 per cent of the Canadian total each year.

Over 95 per cent of the annual asbestos production is exported to 70

countries. The United States is the main importer of Canadian asbestos,
irl nthspr raiqtonmers include the Federal Republic of Germany, Japan,


