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[from] entering any specific territory of
Mexico City."2

Local mafias are emerging as the
principal purveyors of their own
employment, policing and security
services, in ways that lead to a deteri-
orating rule of law and more urban
violence. The recent massacres of citi-
zens in S3ao Paulo in July 2006,
perpetrated by local drug-linked
mafias and organizations of delin-
quents — a mere two months after an
earlier police-gang skirmish that left
almost 200 police, gang members and

civilians dead — is just one example of

the threats that are becoming charac-
teristic of some urban spaces.?

In cities that are experiencing con-
flict, violence is generally more acute
than in cities that are not at war but
experiencing failed public security.
Nonetheless, far more people live in
cities of the latter category. The prob-
lems that are endemic to these cities
where conflict is seen as normal are
worldwide problems of enormous
proportions that must be addressed
if political, economic and social sus-
tainability for all the peoples of our
urbanizing globe is to be achieved. ®

Police officers stand in front of a fire
they say was caused as a result of an
attack by a powerful gang in Sao Paolo,
Brazil. (August 2006)
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