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place the information, data, and methodologies that will be needed once negotiations
resume;

" declared conviction that the status of Jerusalem can be resolved only as part of a general
settiement of the Arab-Israeli dispute;

* Canada is supporting an initiative by the Munk Centre for International Studies at theUniversity of Toronto to identify new and practical recommendations on the
administration and sovereignty of tbe Old City and Holy Sites in Jerusalem usingeconomic, religious and cultural concerns of Israelis and Palestinians as a starting point toformulate durable and workable solutions.

The Government's position on incitement in the Middle East region is an extension of Ourdomestic legisiation and Canadian values, and we take alI relevant opportunities to remindparties to tbe conflict of the importance of combating incitement.

Concrete examples of Canadian policy in action:

" The Govemment has supported an initiative by Sesame Worksbop and its local partnersto develop educational materials and a community outreach program to complement atelevision program for young cbildren in Jordan, Israel and the Palestinian Territories.Exposure to the series bas belped Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli children learn moreabout their own and eacb other's language and culture which, in turn, is belping break
cultural stereotypes;

" The Government is also supporting an innovative effort by UNRWA to teacb Palestinianchildren in refiigee camps ini Syria the importance of tolerance, self-esteem and peacefulconflict resolution using "popular theatre methodology". This project is spearheaded b>'a Canadian educator based in Damascus.

In recent montbs tbere have been three important developments which will affect the futurecourse of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: i) Prime Minister Sharon's plan for Israeli wîtbdrawalfrom the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank is moving ahead; ii) President Busb'sreaflirmation, since bis re-election, of bis commitment to tbe establishment of a Palestinian state;and iii) the election on Januar>' 9 of a new Palestinian Autbority President. These developmentsbave opened a window of opportunit>' for progress toward peace in tbe Middle East, asevidenced by tbe agreement between Prime Minister Sharon and President Abbas at Sbarm-el-Sbeikb on Februar>' 8 to cease mutual violence.

The Govemnment believes tbat it is important to strengtben the institutional capacit>' of tbePalestinian Authorit>'. In this respect, Canada will consider bow best to support Palestiniangovernance, securit>' during and aller Israeli witbdrawal, and developing the Palestinian
economy.

17
Exploring Canada'. Relations with the Countries of the Muslim World


