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I. Introduction

I. Taking into consideration parac;ap'_1 75 of the Final Document of the first
special session of the General Assem'aly of the United Nations devoted to disarmament
which, while noting that negotiations had 'oeeLi.proceeding for several years sts;ted
that the conclusion of a convention on chemical weapons was one of the most ur^- ,ent
tasks of multïlateral neeotiations, the Committee on Disarmament has consistently
included the item "chemical t-Teapons" on its agenda since 197;'. In 1979, before the
establishment of the ad hoc Working Group on ChemicalWec,pons, the item was dealt
with in plenary meetinGs. In considering this item on its agenda, the Committee has
been taking into account the provisions of e„istinC international instruments on the
subject as well as all proposals and documents, including draft te,_ts of chemical
weapons conventions and joint United States-USSR reports on progress in the bilateral
negotiati ons on the prohibition of chemical weapons, presented within the framework
of the Conference of the Comn:ittee ôn.Disarmament (CCD) and the Committee on
Disarmament (CD), the single multilateral disarmament neCotiatinc forum.

II. Mandate and substantive cor.si derations of the 1lorlcill^ GrouI in U80 and 1;'31

2. In 1980, the Committee on Disarmament established an ad hoc Working Group on
Chemical Weapons by the following decision:

"In discharging.its responsibility for the ne^gotiation and elaboratioLz
as a matter of high priority, of a multilateral convention on the complete
and effective prohibition of the development, production and stocl:piling of
chemical weapons and on -^heir dostrtrcti on, the Committee on Disa-rmapnent
decides to establisil, for the duration of ita 11,'30 session, an ad hoc
working group of. the Conanit-cee to define, throu.nlz substantive e, amination,
issues to be dealt with in the negotia-ti on on such a convention, -tal>ing into
account all e:cis-tinn pronosals and future initiatives."

j. Under its 1930 mandate;, the t-1or:>inC Group, }:avinj <^greed to structure its tror1C

under the three general headinCs of "scope", "•;erification" and "other matters",
undertook a substantive e;omination of the issues to be deal-t with in the
ne?otiations on a convention on the ? -̂prohibition of chemical i^J32,17ons . On the basis
Of this examination, the iÛÛueS on whicil con-t;ereence Of viet•TS o1i7oni7 partlClpa'GlnV

delegations emerged and those rrhere no convergence of views e;.isted were ascer-tai-ned
(document CD 1131/Rev.1) .
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