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DECLARATION OF THE FIRST MEETING OF EQUATORIAL 

COUNTRIES. 

(The Bogota Declaration.of 19761 

The Imdersighed representatives og the States traversed by-  the. Equa-
tor met ka Bogota, Republic of • Colombia, fr.orn 29 November through 
3 December, 1976 vrith the purpose of siudying the geostatioaary orbit that 
corresponds to their national terr.estrial, sea, ncl insular territory and 
considered as a n.atural resource. After an ex.change of information. and . 
having 	in detail the different technical, legal, and politica/ aspects 
irni.•lied in the exercise of national sovereipty of States adjacent to t-e 
said orbit:, ba.ve reached the following =elusions: 

. 	. 
1. The Geostationary -  Orbit as a Natural. Resource - 

The geostadonary orbit is a circul.a.r orbit on the Equatoria1 plane 
in which the period of sideral revolution of the satellite is equal to the 
period of side.ral rotation of the Earth and the satellite moves in the same 
direction of the Earth's rotation. When a satellite describes  ibis  particu-
lar orbit, it is said to be geostationary; such a satellite appears to be 
st2.tior.ary in the sky, when viewed from the euh,  and is  fixer) • on the 
zenith of a given point of the Equator, whose.-longitude is by definition tl%at 
of the sateatte.. 

This orbit is located at an apprœdmate distance of 35,11 K.rnts. 
over tht. Earth's Equator. 

EqU.ato:rial comtries declare th.a.t the geostationary synchronous 
- -orbit ic.; a Physical  tact lir.ked to the reality of our planet because its ex-

istence depends.  exclusively on its relation to gravitational phenomena • 
generated by the earth, and that is whrit must not Jbe considered part. of 
the oteer space.. Therefore, the segments of geostationary synchronotts 
orbit are part of the terxitor), over which Equatorial states exercise 
their  national  sovereignty. The geostationary orbit is a sçarce natui-al 
rescurce, v.-hose irnpor=ince and value increase rapidly together with.the 
development of spa.ce technology and with the g;rowing need for commtmi-
cation; therefore, the Equatorial cotmtries meeting in Boi -,otet ?lave decided 
to proclaim and defend on behalf of their peoples, the 'existence of the.ir 
sovereign),  over this natural resource. The geostationary orbit repre-
sents a unique fa.cility that it alone can offer for telecommunication ser-
vices and •ther uses which require geostationary  satellites. 

•  The freque.-.ncies ancl orbit of geostatioà-tary satellites are limited 
natural resources, fully accepted as such by current standards ef the 


