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-over the Earth's Equator.

DECLARATION OF THE FIRST MEETING OF EQUATORIAL

COUNTRIES.

(The Bogota Declaration of 1976).

Tte wdersigned representatives of the States traversed by the Equa-
tor met iz Bogotz, Repullic of Colombia, from: 29 Novembzx throuzh
3 December, 1575 with the purpose of studying the geostativnary orhit that
correspords to their pationz] terrestrial, sea, and insulax texxitory and
cmasidersd 25 a natural resource. After an exchange of information 223
baving studied in detail the different technical, Jegal, and political zspacts
irazlied in tke exercise of national sovereignty of States adjacent to 3¢
s2id oxbir, bave reached the following coaclusions:

1. ‘The Gzostationary Orbit 2s a Naturel Resowce - -

The g=ostationary orbit is a circular orhit on the Equatoxial plane
in which the perxiod of sideral revolution of the satellite-is cquzl to the
period of siderzl rotation of the Earth and the satellite moves i3 the szme
diraction of the Earth's rotation. When a sztellite descxribes this pardeu- S

2r orbit, ir is szid to bz geostationary; such a satellite appears to he
statiorary ic the sky, when viewed from thz eaxih, and is fixed on the
zexith of 2 given point of the Equator, whose-longituda is by definition that
¢ithe satelliz=, '

This orkit is located at an approximate distance of 85,671 Xmts.

>

Equatorial countries declare that the geostationaxy synchrozous
-oxbit is 2 physical fact licked to the reality of our planct bacause it ex-
istence dzpacds exclusively on its relation to gravitational phenomenz
genexated by the earth, and that is why it must not b2 considered part of
the outer space. erefore, the segments of geostationary synchrozous
orbit are part of the terxitory over which Equatorial states exercise
their natiozal sovereignty. ‘The gecstationary orbit is a scarce natural
rescurce, whose importance and value increase rapidly togeiher vith.the
development of space technology and with the growing need for commumi-
cation; therefore, the Equatorial countries meeting in Bogota have dacided
to proclzim and defend on bekalf of their peoples, the existencze of theix
sovereignty over this natural resource. The geostationary orbit repre-
sents a wique facility that it alonz can offer for telccommunication ser-

vices and ciiier uses which require geostatiopary satellites. !

, The frazquencies and orbit of geostationary satellites zxe Minitxd
patural resources, fully accepied as such by curreat standaxds ef the




