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SAD END) FOR A PROUD SHI?

HMS Calypso, built late last century as a
ling corvette for the Royal Navy, today lies at
-hor in Lewisporte, Newfoundlaiid, laden' with
t and rusting into oblivion.

Calypso was the sister ship of the famous
'liope, the only survivor of a storm. that hit a fleet
warships of ail nationalities ini 1889 in the har-
ir of Apia, Samoa. Calypso was also one of the
Ps in which Canada's first Chief of the Naval
iff the late Rear-Admiral Walter Hose, served as
iidshipman in 1895.

The vessel, designed by Sir Nathaniel Barnaby,
ioted naval architect, came down the slips in
atham, England, in 1883 and, though known as a
ýw cruiser third class, with a top speed of 15
ts, was basically a sailing ship rigged as a
que.

Many will recall the wooden guns carried by
iadian corvettes in 1939 - unlike Calypso, which
ated four six-inch guns, 12 five-inch, two l44inch
>edo-tubes and six Nordenfeldt machine-guris. RI US Calypso, 1898
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Though bufit entirely of iron, the 235-foot hull was
completely covered by planldng, which gave the
appearance of a vuinerable wooden ship. A pro-
tective steel deck just below the main deck coiild
stop the heaviest of shot.

Despite ber formiidable firepower, however,
there is no record that Calypso ever engaged an
enemy. As a mamber of the British Training
Squadron, ah. cruised the Caribbe.a in wiat.r and
the Nortlier waters in *umr In 1890,Clys


