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Ch November 4, Mr. Pearson made the follow-
ing statement in the Assembly on the situation 
in Hungary: 

Mr..President, notwithstanding the words 
of the Soviet Delegate, in the past twenty-
four hours we have witnessed in Hungary one of 
the greatest and grimmest betrayals in history. 
This is a sad and desolute moment for all who 
have been striving for the extension of free 
dom and justice throughout the world. 

It is, first of all, and above all the peo-
ple of Hungary who have been betrayed—the 
students, the peasants, the workers, whom the 
Soviet Union so frequent;Ly professes to cham-
pion. For ten years all the resources of a. 
great empire were used to weaken and destroy 
all feeling for national and personal freedom 
in Hungary and the other countries of Eastern 
Europe on whom Communist regimes had been im-
posed after World War II by foreign forces. 
But events in Hungary—and elsewhere--have 
dramatically revealed the results of these ten 
years of suppression and indoctrination to be 
failure-. often concealed behind a smiling  fa.. 
cade of propaganda.but failure. In Hungary the 
mask of a "people's Democracy" was stripped 
away; the myth of the monolithic unity of the 
Communist empire was destroyed. With incred-
ible courage the Hungarian people proved once 
again, that man, once free, will never finally 
accept oppression and slavery, even ihough . he 
may be forced to submitto it for long periods. 
Armed at first only with burning patriotism 
and a dauntless spirit the plain people of 
Hungary rose against the oppressor. And the 
world watched their struggle hopefully, as the 
new head of the government, Mr. Nagy, promised 

free elections, the abolition of the secret 
police, and negotiations for the withdrawal of 
foreign troops from Hungary. It seemed only a 
few days ago that the resolution and the sac-

rifices of these men and women would yield 
them freedom at last and bring them a govern-
ment of their own choice. It was the dawn of a 

new day--the people had risen and their will 
would prevail, or so it appeared. 

Then came the great betrayal. At the very 
time that, we have been told, negotiations 
were beginning between Soviet and Hungarian 
military leaders on a withdrawal of Soviet 
forces from Hungary, the Soviet Union was 
moving large new forces into position in 
Hmngary where they could stamp out the rising 
flame of freedom and re-impose a ruthless and 
savage oppression. As the Soviet representa-
tive put it, the -Nagy  Government "fell apart" 
The Soviet Union's shameless disregard iifiits 
obligations under the Charter by its armed 
intervention has done more than kill Hungar-
ians. It has betrayed the principles and 
ideals of our  United Nations. 

We have heard a great deal from the Repre-
sentative of the Soviet Union in the past few 
days  about the iniquities of aggresSion,cthe 
unpardonable sin of force exerted by large 
countries upon small countries in order to  

bend them to the "imperialist" will, as he 
put it  There is no-need for me to dwell now 
on the hyprocrisy of the Soviet concern for 
one small nation when its own tanks and bomb-
ers are compelling an even smaller nation, 
which had briefly but gloriously raised its 
head,.to put on the chains again. The Soviet 
Delegate has Made the parallel between the 
situation in Egypt and the situation in Hun. 
gary. 1 would reply first, that the United 
Nations should judge each situation on its 
merits; but also, that there is no parallel 
between the intentions of free democratic 
nations with a long history of respect for the 
rights of other nations and those of a dicta-
torial regime which has not shown  the  slight 
est understanding of international collabora-
tion or consideration forthe rights of others. 
That difference is, I think, very clearly re-
vealed in the present situation. The Govern-
ments of the Uhited Kingdom and of France have 
stated firmly and publicly that they are pre-
pared to hand over ivhat they claim to be sole-
ly their police role to a UN force; a force 
which we are now trying to organize. It is 
quite true that there remain differences 
between the British and the French on the one 
hand, and a majority of this Assembly on the 
other, on the conditions in which this trans-
fer can take place. Nevertheless,.a transfer 
has been accepted as necessary and desirable 
and a promise has been given that it will take 
place. 

Will the Soviet Union give us the same 
promise with respect to the military opera-
tions against Hungary. I put this question 
directly to the Soviet representative. He has 
told us that his Government has intervened in 
Hungary for a purpose, and that this purpose 
is ostensibly to protect the interest of the 
Hmngarian people themselves. He wants to pro-
tect the Hungarian people, so he says, from a 
reactionary Fascist clique. No one in this 
Assembly has any desire whatsoever to see the 
long-suffering Hungarian people delivered from 
the tyranny of one clique into that of another. 
All we ask in this resolution which is before 
us is to let them form the kind of free na-
tional government they want. How can this best 
be done? Surely by an impartial and disinter. 
ested international authority.which can hold 
the ring and enable all the Hungarian people, 
without fear or reprisal, to establish a free 
and democratic government of their own choice. 
We have before us a proposal that the Secret-
ary General investigate the situation. Where 
else can such an authority come from than the 
UN? The Soviet Government recognize that? If 
not, why not? 

Yesterday my Government proposed the in-
tervention of a UN force for peaceful purposes 
in the Middle East, and that proposal secured 
the overwhelming support of this Assembly; no 
single vote was cast against it. Why . shonld.we 
not now establish a UN mission or UN super-
visory machinery of an appropriate kind for 
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