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- The 1995 meetmg will be the third time ~ of the host country \'

Canadu has hosted the G-7 Econoinic Summzt

‘— Prime Minister
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Jean Chrétien will
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- provide sustainable development-
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of planning and consultation go. on before the -
leaders actually sit down at the conference table.
Much of the early leg-work is done by a group of

in Hahfax

% - A G-7 summit doesn t just happen Months
b
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t: peopleknownas “sherpas.” They are theleaders’  expanded trade toenhance the prosperity and well- .
R -personal representatives who meet at least three  being of the peoples of our nations and the world.” .
8. - timespriortoeach summit to prepare the agenda As part of these economic discussions, the leaders °

will Jook at the role and structure of economic
institutions — the World Bank; the International .
Monetary Fund, the World Trade Organization, etc. -

P and to discuss and process questions.-
1 - At thelast summit in Naples, the leaders stated *
that the Hahfax meetmg would focus on: ”How we

, ‘POLmCAL Issues
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' The political agenda at Halifax will be full als. =~ For Canada, the summits are a valuablé forum in
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Prime Minister Jean Chrétien has said that the Russian -

- president, Boris Yeltsin, will take part in the G-7 politi-~

cal discussions on an equal | basis with other members.

These talks will focus on some of the current hotspots
suchas Bosniaand the former Yugoslavia, Algeriaand

~ North Africa, Rwanda and Burundi, and Somalia.

There will also be discussion of UN reform, and global

issues stich as nuclear non-proliferation, drug traffick- -

mg, the environment, human rights, and mlgrahon
At the end of each summit, a communiqué is

. issued. Thisis a summary of what theleadershave
discussed and what decisions they have made.On . .

some toplcs, the commumque containsa statement
of goals or principles. Here’s an example from the

~ Naples Summit of 1994: “We are alarmed by the
, growth of organized transnational crime, includ-

ing money laundering, and by the use of illicit

proceedstotake controlof legitimatebusiness..We

are determined to strengthen international

- co-operationto address thissituation. Wewelcome
- the UN Conference on Orga_nized Transnational =
- Crime to be held in Naples next October.”

- On other topics, the communiqué outhnés more
definite action. Here's another example from Naples

the closure of Chernobyl...As a further step we are
ready to provide for the action planan initial amount of

up to US$200 million in grants, including a replenish- -

ment of the Nudlear Safety Account for this purpose.”
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Whichwecaninﬂuencepolidesconcerrﬁng theworld’s

‘economic and political problems. By working with

othernationswecanachieve muchmore thanwe could
onour own: . - ' .

_The G-7 summits began as informal, low- Rey get- togethers In recent

years, they have become somewhat extravagant mega- medla events; the .

press corps in attendance numbers in the thausands.

With allthose reporters each with stories tofile, economxc summlts can

look like media circuses. The vast quantity of words generated by the’

hosting a summit can be enormous. At the 1993 Tokyo Summlt '36,000 .
police officers were needed for security; 3,000 accredited ]ournahsx.c, hadto

~ belookedafteratthe 1991 London Summit; the 1989 Versailles Summitwas ‘

tiedintolavish celebrations for the 200th anniversary of the French Revolution.
However, Prime Minister Jean Chrétien wants the Halifax Summit to be

a more modest affair. He promises the meeting will'be a slimmed-down

“on the i of nudlear safety “We are... putting for- - . gathering,f perhaps returning to its original purpose — a place where the

" ward to the Ukrainian government an action plan for - :

world’s leaders can discuss issues of mutual concern in an informat and
relaxed atmosphere. The Halifax Summit will be more businesslike and less
ceremonial than some of those that have gone before. And, the leaders will

- - have more time for informal discussions. - . -

' ~“reporters is often out of propomon tothe actual events. Thxs can Iead tothe )
perception that there’s a lot of fuss made about very httle With so many .
“information- hungry media types in town, it's hard for the hosts to resnst the ..
'temptauon to spend lavishly to createa favourablé i nmpressmn The cost of




