
1. IACKGROUND

Nexican medicine dates baok to the prefrtspanic period, whei
lltruelm doctors (tlamatimini), which we would now cail sciêfltific,
coexiuted with witch doctors (nahualli) and empirical experts in
the use of medicinal berbu for curative purposes. With the
Spanish colony, the Spanish and mestizo population recieved the
services of western doctors, while the vast indian population was

covredby the. autoctonous medicine. The f irst hospital
eotablished on Mexican soil vas founded by Hern&n Cortés shortly
aftr his defeat of Tenootitian in 1534. The f irat hospitals
ver. aIl run by uionastic orders, until in 1821 the Spanish
Consiturion extinguished them. At that time, health services
vere <put under government responsahility. Hospitals, as they vere
un4erso in colonial M(exico, included flot only installations
for curative purposes, but also~ shelters for the. poor and

abadond adin some cases, true hospital-vi liages to care for
the eopl. Witi, the flw, post-Indpndence government of Benito
Jáez, al1 gooda in hands of the church <vere nationalized and

the last churoh-held hospitala became state property (1859> under
fdral and local administration. S.ver&l Counci ls and

Direcorates vere cr.ated and later disappear.d to supervise
hopta1l oeaions~, until with the goen t of Porfirio Diaz,

the iretorte f Public Welfare and th Superior Bealth Concl
were created under the Ministry~ of the Inter ior. mhe f irst
regulations for hospitals ver. then pass.d (1877). Slovly new
hespitals vere built and old hoptais rebuilt and modrnized

usin th Frnchmodel. sevetal fore ign cmuities also built
thei ownhos i.a, as le the case vtth the, French Hsital

(186), he ortameica vefare~ created in 1868, w hich Inter


