as an efficient producer of lean red meat "

“- onless feed. Raised on the rough terrain -
of the. relatively isolated region of south- :
-central France, these range animals werel
‘bred to forage for themselves as the area =
‘produced- very httle in feed grains. -Today
- the Limousin is noted for its ability to -~
s ;dehver a maximum yleld of hlgh-quahty
'vlbeef at minimal cost in labour and feed.

~In 1985, there were more: ‘than 1 800

. _breeders of reglstered Limousin and regls-
- .. trations were in excess of 10 000. A herd-
" "book compiled by the Canadian Limousin
‘Association allows breeders to regrster all -
-~ calves above 37 percent if they are sired
1 byareglstered Limousin bull. Newbreeders
. can thus start with their existing:cow
- herds and upgrade them to purebred b
i ‘Limousin cattle at 90 percent All full
. French cattle are identified in a separate e
- herdbook and are the result of the mating .~
. of two parents ‘that. traces dlrectly back toff :
~_the herdbook in France. :

"The Canadian Limousin is partlcu-,

ﬁ'.'larly noted for its foraging ability under *
. rugged conditions and its ability to pro- -
- ‘ducea hlgh-yleldlrlg and hlSthU?hW car,-'_’_

'jThe leousm breed was flI‘St nnported * cass. These quahtres, combmed w1th good
»mto Canada in late 1968 with a- reputatlon

mothermg ability, have made the leou- :
“ sin popular for crossbreedmg leousm
‘cross steers have produced hlgh-quahty

: competltlons throughout Canada. -

“* " =The birth weight of a leousm is.

: '»339 kg (86 1b) for males and 36 kg (80 1by):
for females. In 1984, Limousins on the -

"ROP Home Test Program had adjusted’

© ‘yearling welghts of 424 kg (934 Ib) for

~‘males -and 337 kg (744 Ib) for females. -

* Bulls on test station rations have recorded
* yearlmg welghts over 590 kg (1 300 lb)

: iff The average daily gain of animals on"

- home test was 1.07 kg (2.36 Ib) for males

AR and 0. 70 kg (1. 54 lb] for females L

Characterlstlcs for whlch leousm in
Bl Canada are most noted are the followmg: o

] ]ﬁ"ablhty to produce under rugged
o condrtlons, i

yleldmg carcass; -

i '3] ease of calvmg, mothermg ab111ty and
' fertlhty, and ' i

74) eff1c1ency 1n conversron of feed

- carcasses that have been winners at ma]or e

. 2] ablhty to produce a hlgh-quahty hlgh-u'i_ ol




