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New method for col lecting maple sap

The development of a suction pump
for collecting sap by means of plastic
hoses may revolutionize the maple
sugar industry and check the wide-
spread abandonment of maple groves.

With this new method, the maple trees
are connected to ofle another by means
of hoses which are in turn connected to
a larger hose that directs the sugared
liquid to the main reservoir.

The suction pump operates on the
same principle as the milking machine.
Up to a certain point, it draws the sap
from the tree instead of allowing it to
flow out by itself. During tests made
in 1972 the yield increased by up to
154.4 per cent and there was no notice-
able effect on the growth. and vigour
of the tree.

The Quebec Department of Agriculture
tested this method in Saint-Norbert-
d'Arthabaska and iiuLed an increase in
the tunount of sap collected. This gave
promise of additional revenue for maple
farmers and the elimination of the os s
of a certain amount of sap.

At the time, a maple grove was re-
served for experimental and demonstra-
tion purposes in the Mont-Orford pro-
vincial park, where the results of the
new method woulld be compared with
those of the old.

Denis Désulets, an agricultural en-
gineer from Laval University, Quebec,
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Caribbean and Mexican sesonal workers program
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iiiethod reduced by 25 per cent the man-
power reiquired.

Quebec producca some 80 per cent of
the world's maple syrup and the demand

i as increased considerably in the last
i ew years. Owing to weather condi-
tions, which are not always favourable
liowever, production varies greatly from
year to vear.

1 The old tobacco stamp la goul,

Seasonal workers from the Caribbean
islands and Mexico will be admitted to
Canada to assist the farmers and food
processors in the growing, harvesting
and canning of this year's fruit and
vegetable crops, Manpower and Immi-
gration Minister Robert Andras an-
nounced recently.

The Caribbean seasonal program,
which has been in effect s ince 1966
to overcome shortages of Canadian
workers during peak demand periods,
is conducted in co-operation with the
Governments of Barbados, Jamaîca
and Trinidad and Tobago. Following
discussions with the Government of
Mexico, the Mexican programa was
initiated in 1974.

These programns are intended to sup-
plement the available supply of Can-

adian workers during peak harvtest
periods, and flot to replace (>anadîan
workers. Canadian students, who forin
a considerable part of the harvest work
force, return to schools and univcrsities
just as harvest activities are on the
upswing in September. Many late-
maturing crops can be harvested only
with considerable difficulty without
the help of workers froin the Caribbean
and Mexico, who remain available until
harvesting is completed.

During the 1974 season, a total of
5,287 Caribbean seasonal workers were
admitted into Ontario and 55 into
Quebec for temporary employment with
504 employers. Some 195 Mexican
workers were admitted with 147 going
to Ontario, 32 to Alberta, aine to
Manitoba and seven to Quebec.

A 1 10-year old "tradition" in Can-
ada ended this autumn with the recent
îecision to cease supplying tobacco
manufacturers with the familiar excise
duty stamp found on all packages of
cigarettes, cigars and cut tobacco.

Over the years, these stamps have
been a source of controversy between
government and the tobacco mndustry
and their usage bas been greatly misun-
derstood by the general public.
Manufacturers have feit that the tax
represented by these stamps was too
high and their product was being un-
duly discriminated against as a luxury
item. The public, in many cases, have
had varying ideas about why these
stamps were attached to tobacco pro-
ducts. Many people believed that the
stamps were a mark of freshness indi-
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