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,oîeof Our Suilimor rov~ tor urn tlu u"varly, and aui

(if those hich sunînwiir furtiter notrh, ,;toi on thevirwa
during the days of ear1y sj)ring.

''he teadher s res1 ionsibility 10 develop the interest
in1 the facts and lxeautic, of nature lierv finds- an inter-
testing and pleasing %venue of exercise. Thle lx-autv of
plumage and ,ùlg of man%- of our Iirds, the habits of
gathoring food. I i fe around the' nest and c ane of thr
young, together with their intcresting moexIcof Ilocation.
apj>eal tu the imaigination and the lk'aUty-I0v ig i(ICof
dtii\' child's nature. Just a litferie 1rci n td o stilmut-
Liict the pupil's hecartv enthusiasm <for Bird Studly.

Bird Studv lias îwo value. The lir,;t and i iiu'ýt
ob"'tous is the aesthe'tic. A svrnpaîheîic appreciatîion of
natural lwautv can fin<l no heýtter nor mure gratifyinug
fit-Id of activily. 'l'i larg~e numlwer of bird stories found
in the folklore of ans' people shows the appewal of hird',
to the imagination.

Bird Study also bas econoinic value. Few of u
realize the value of birds to the fariner and to t1e citv
dweller, as well, until we reid the reports of investiga-
tions made b)' scientists upon the food of birds. By
%tudy of Uic actual contents of the stomaehs of thous-
ands of birds these men are able Io affirin that few
species of birds are actual harmful to crops and trees.
while manv species of birds are actually beneficial. Fromi
the study of 100 species of the more commnon 1ird> 4
p>er cent were found to bcie njurious, 5spe cent. neutral,
13 per cent cbiefly beneficial to nan andi;8$per cent.
wholly beneficial.

One species of bird which is severcly ni aligîîed for
s aealing cultivated fruit is the robin. 'l'le study of the
robin's food showed that 42.4 per cent wvas animal food.
insects of 22") varieties, 51Î.6 lier cent.. was vegetable; of
this onlv 8 per cent was cultivated fruit. When the
fariner loses a few cherries lie must remembeýr the manv
insects eaten bv the robin, wich, if un1moILesîed. %ould
do mucb greater harm. Such facts as these convince us
ail of the value of 1iÀrd studv.

.- LEAGUE WVitli the recurrence of Arbor I)av
FOR SCHOOL our attention is turned to the school
IIPRO VE.IlJ.V preiises. In some ca.ses the pros-

pect is rather discouraging. Vears
of neglect and cursory care by the commun ity have Ieft
a rather dog-eared school house and a grasskess, weedy
school yard. Along the fence there are a few trees, the
wbole movement of former attCml)ts to iml)rove the sur-
roundings.

We have too long heeru accustomed to tbis forfsaken
Iooking place tu realize just how dcp)ressing it is. No
wonder the scbool-boy creeps "like a snail" as he ap-
proaches it. If we could but get a glimpse of the change,
that could le wrought by thîe expenditure of a few dol-

Lir> .4ii4I sonireffort. we wotild tmit ourselIves to the
tf .i. u ni;'roving our hîcrud

The State of Maine rcali"c iliat with a few mug-
gc>tIon the11 jk'ofle of a c'umnity wuuld throw than-

stlc'~euîhus;i~tieiIlito the ta.%k uofinijroving the
.hosbilding and ils %srrotdiIIgs.Tu ibis purpose

thev trtv.icti'1 .î aIx.aguc in i 198 called the Sebool lIm-
ibntiiti'it I .c,.ige of Na,,whîx'e objeet is thrre-foId.
-t 1m.1kct the local school thie centre of local community
întonrc>; lu iniljrot)N he' loal physical conditions of the

to hclp l oie>to p ruvide sdîool ltrirepicturesand
'~Ll~IlmcltIrYe ~ 'l'len. ie thlhucshould

s the lie vnral ntll~iig place of al lifllfuflity in-
tcrUt%.litre aIl the ciiz,>itit%ouitil nie on common

t~oiîlrÇIcIr1 of *xil economic or rrligiou.4 differ-
t1l% "'. Ihc liiN->i.ît .l rrtnding, iint hde lbath the re-
<îuirvnî'uî% ut.î of ira ibuilding. I 'ut l>eauuaful grouands

1?>%. the t4sithf of this league: vrhe object of
th1i- Oru.t:niztion sha1Ilv 10 toUfite the pLipils, teachers
Alid frrnen(I' of the .ihool in in effort to help and im-
îuuove Il, to make il the grratcst liomible service 10 aul
the couflIinitv.- 1 s inenbership shall 1w open 10

pu>I% eachcrns andi friende of the st-bool who are wilI-
ung to subscribe to the objeds- mentioned ini the above
qUto:.titi. l'ihe inconi is to 1w de'rived **frm s«bud e-
terxainnients a., mav 1w given by the League and from, the
volunîtary contributions of thc memlbors and friends of
the schoo1. Thtre shahlie no requirrd a&sessmients."
The rest of the constitut ion (irais with the officers and
repior'is of the leaguc.

Sonie sucli organization mighit well serve in qcme of
.Maritime I>roîinre communities.

BIRI) HOLSES BOYS CAN BUIllD.

T'his morning 1 was awakened I1w a cardinal whist-
ling ini a near-bv<tree toi) and sparrows chatteriog on a
neigl>oring roof. Through the song and the chatter
s0unded a new note of hopefulne-ss as the sun rose
brighît and clear. In last year's fiower beds aretmen the
til)s of earJ:: tulip leaves and on every hand the cooezng of
!spring is evident.

TUhis is the lime to prepa.rc fur thc return of the
lards, and to help them find proper homes to rear their
faiies. 0f the many varieties of birds, onl y a uMal
numlk'r wîil nest in homes built for them and these can
be attracted most succesfully if the bouses meet certuin
specificalions. WVrens, blue birds, martins, and some-
limes robins, fi%- catchers and flickers are most Iikeiy to
accept hospitahitv.

In general bird houses vary in area of floor space,
depth, diameter of opening, and material used 'for con-
.;truction, depending upon the kind of bird for whoni
the house ks buit. Houses made of old and weatbered
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