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Coccert Work in SpelJing.
.'tEKdwoeU.uulRwv4w.

Dam Sm *-The Rmriw of lms Marchcontais an article
on "Concert Work" in which« simultaneous repetition on
th. Pmn of a class is set a: a very low value.

1 had been giving this subjeet mach thought and was
Plumd to get au opinion f ront so rehiable a source. It 1,
a.practice, whidi, to put it mildly, do« Pno excite admit-
atioti. Nevertheless. primary teachers who use it will not
redily admit that it ïs -utterly valuetess.

.The speliing of the f6rst year lias, to my own knowledge.
been taught in this way witb the result that the pupils could
speil quate satisfactorily; thie spelling was satisfactory
if the metbod was not.#

1 certainly think tha: <lie work could and should be done
in a quicker and more intelligent manner; and,, desiring to
Cet Pt the 'root of the matter, 1 ask,-Wliat is the res-on
<liai Sn many prauiary <cachers resort <o <bis uutterly value
less" method of teaching speling? la t no( because tIii
$MI% inus tauglit orally before tlie pupils can distinguiiii
the letters at siglit? Mahis proces enders concert work in-

lu coonectin with this subjcct, kindly answer in the
columus of Uthe REvE, thtestidon--Should speMlng 6e
tauglât orally. before thie pupils have learncd to distinguis
tic leteraat sigit? %MARY1  UC

31 Cuhi Street, St. John, N. B.

The REvIEW is pleased to get this expression of
opinion f rom its correspondent, because it shows
that where smre teachers 'a failS with certain
rnethods others may bW toterabty success fut. Con-
cert work in large classes of primary pupils is per-.
haps indispensable; and a little of such work was
favored in thc article that appeared in the Mardi
RirvIE w--a selection f rom Primary 'Educaimg-
atbough the. general practice was condSmed.

We should like to hear f romn other primary teach-
ers,-what their practice is especiatly in spelling, and
what they have adopted in place of concert work

ispelling and reading for larg classes; also their
views on the question asked by oui correspondent.
The colurnus of the RIEw are always open for the
discussion of such questions, and brief, clear, ex-
Pressions 'of oPinion on'work are -wetcome, especially
from primary teachers.

"'We pray-to Egypts -for our flag," is what a tittle
New JerseY school-boy learned to say in his ilag
drill. His puzztcd parents found, upon inquiry, that
what he was expccted to say is, 44Wl, ptedge
allegiance-tp oui flag."

(T7hehero of the above yarn is the tittle son of
Edgar M. Robiaion, who tives at Edgewater, N.J.
just across. the river f rom ,New York.)

CURRENTEVNS
he'British Antarctic expedition umiteC, it

Scott, which saiked f rom London lat June on th.
Terra Nova, isrxpected to remuin for a yar in thie
Southi Polar regiotns, Pushing forward i its efoit
tu reach the l'oie an December of next yesr. ThW
japanese expedition watt sait from Tokio this snonth.
and wail bce euipped for rapid work. A Gemnna
expedition wilt almo sait ttii.- month; an Argentine
expedition as planned. or possibly* bas alre.dy
started; and Capt. Amundsen, wtio intendcd to re-
visit the Arctic regions, lias changed his plans ud<
watt sait for the South Polar sea in the Fram Th1w
object of the German and Norwegian expedition.
is tu ind out whethcr the supposed Antarctlc
continent as Coltinitous. or i% a gnup ôof islands
more or less connected by ice.

Wireless messages have em sent f mom Glace B3ay
to South America. Tht grea towers erected at
Glace B3ay arc, no longer needcd, for a tat mt
answers every purpose since the tatest improv enng.
in the syssem have been made.

An international congresa as hem heldi
London to discuss Plans for providing for tht
future growth of catiesTheflicty arcbltct of Pbaris
prophiesies that city streets will bave to be suportd
fiftcen feet above thie surface of the ground, while
railroads and moving sidewalks wml occupy the.
ground bencath. From the arches wh"c support
the streets wilt be suspendcd, lic thinka, mat onfr
pipes for water, gas and ectric wires. but alsopipe..
for petroleum, steam and liquid air for coollng.
Each house watt be connected wîth vacum pipes
for cleaning, so that ail the housclold dit of the
city can be drawn to one place and burned. Su
water witl be supptied for cleaning, and for puttlng-
out fies.

he Governor-General 'of Canada is- credited
with having suggested a scheme for the federatia
of the Empire that will possibly be adopte&. It is.
suPPOsed to provide for local home rule for
Engtand. Ireland, Scotland and Wales, and for an
Imperial Partiament ini which the colonies witt We
rePresnted. Tbe upper house of t"i parliament îs.
to be caltcd thc senate, and is to include ont
hundred members of the present house of lords
It is believed that both the. great parties in tht
United 'Kiingdor will favor the scheme, or ont-
simfitar, as it off crs a way out of their present
legistative difficutties. At'present, a generat eleçtioqnis in Progress there, the principal question at issue-
beig the veto power of the Homs of Lords.

Count Tolstoy, the falmous Russian wiriter whose-
teachings gre foilowed by the Douldiobors, died onthe twentieth of tast month 0 in a peasatsbth

whah ichadtaenshelter. He was recogalad, as
one of the prophets of the age uund his. np msW
the brotherhood of man.
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