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Current  Topics.

Precarious, indeed, is just now the situation
A Precarious ’

Situation of the Liberal Government in England.

Wade at, (s 4 No faras one can gather from ()})Sel'V.iLti(.)IlS
modins ,( tls distance, th(:r chauce?s are about even forits -
With . (i 3& erthrow, u'ud' its c:)‘ntmu:mce through the session
the g ery ?nmll ma,']orlty.‘ The re:sult depends largely upon
on, first of the Anti-Parnellite faction, and second of
an‘;”s"il:zllcbnnd of l..lltra,—Radicals, of whom Mr. Laubouchere
B, ™ harles D11}<e are the leadel:s, as w.ell as 1'a1.1k and
he gitue (?Out's.e of el.bher of %hese c?ntTnger.lt.s is unpredictable.
Sluation is as interesting as it is critical. Should the
V::;":‘nment manage to pull through the session, and to get
10 Or three of the measures upon which the hearts of the
tol ; el‘d;l}s are particularly set, carried t}.n'ough the Commons,
wrown out, as they almost certainly would be, by the

0 r(dlzu{:;)l‘d Rosebe‘ry’s chanf,es at the con‘ling election would,
Meng. . ‘,tl be considerably improved. Should the .(}overn~
Pect; iIn e other. hand, be defefa,te(l a,t-the outset, its pros-
% 1n the election would be gloomy indeed. The fact is
an?‘(f;l;nit(f(msequence of the sectional and factional divisions
such t;h 5(‘Supp0rters, or those who are generally counte'd as
Wix’m ]e .Jrovernment was weak when Mr. Gladstone retired
ilnpre:Si(;LIgely to the' loss of the old leader, ;m.d the bad
3810n made by his successor at the outset, it has heen

gl‘Ong

weaker ever since. Tt is true that Lord Rosebery

a;::’:; 'ig‘iving .bet;ter .satisfuction to his fo]lowc?rs of late.
o ]m‘;e ':11 on dlsejstabhshment, a week or t.wo since, seems
lishment’ ,“‘()st sat'lsﬁed the most ardent eneinie of t.he Estab-
T d;;long his fol%owem, t‘:hou'gh even it contained some
“iberg) | ‘;e opportunism \V})IC}.I IS- his great‘weakness % &
““vaemed‘ er. On the whole‘ it s not unlikely that the
i1t b, fon Oent comes too late. 'l'here is, however, one chance
- ur.  Itis always possible that the Grand Old Man
Y Ye-appear
® Pitch of ent
&

upon the scene, and rouse his admirers to such
husiasm as to carry the party over all obstacles.

,,Wda‘yS will now decide the question, “to be or not to
OF the first part of the session at least.

y

Some exception has been taken to the open-
ing paragraph of an article on the proposed
new Toronto hotel which appeared in our
last number. Tt was said that it seemed hardly fair for the
University of Toronto or the Ontario Government to bonus
a new hotel by a gift of valuable land to enable a number of
gentlemen to enter into competition with hotels carried on by
private enterprise. No doubt every question has two sides
and the other side in this case is that the University and the
overnment together own threeblocks of land which it isdesir-
able toconvertinto businessproperty asrapidly aspossible. The
Government and the University authorities think it in the
interests of this property to give about one-tenth of it to such
an enterprise as the hotel referred to. Tt is not for them
to say whether such a hotel could be or should be assisted by
the city; they are simply willing if the hotel is to be built
and has a fair prospect of being maintained to give this por-
tion of their property in order to benefit the balance. 1t is
a comtmon thing for private land owners to deed away part
of their Jand in order to render the remainder more saleable ;
they do not see that any different rule applies to the Govern-
ment and the trustees of the University in dealing with their

The Proposed
New Hotel.

property.
The proprietors of the Meil and the

The Mail-Empire N g
L Empire are to be congratulated on the

Amalgamation.
union which has at length heen consum-
mated.  Such union must bring increased strength, not only

The combination can
scarcely fail to prove a strong one. Whether we should feel
at liberty to congratulate the public, also, depends largely,
we suppose, upon the views one may hold with regard to the
relative merits of a pronounced party newspaper, and of

If we

are to have party newspapers, and they are, evidently, a cor-

financial, but intellectual and moral.

one seeking to maintain an independent attitude.

ollary of party government, and perhaps quite as defensible,
it is well that they should be strong and able. The more
powerful they are, in the matter of hoth staff and finances
The firmly established paper
canmore casily afford to be outspoken and impartial upon
oceasion than a weak one, dependent largely upon Govern-

There has been a marked and

the better for all concerned.

ment patronage for support.
very gratifying change for the better in the tone of some of
our leading papers during the last few years. The vituper-
ation and abuse so common not long since have given way
to a style of editorial writing which is calm, dignified, and,
The Mail-Emprire will
have a grand opportunity to set an example which will be a
still further improvement upon this reform. We shall expects
the public will expect, much from the renovated paper. We

we may add, powerful in comparison.

shall not despair of one day seeing in its columns, and in
those of rivals who may emulate its candour and courtesy,
even an admission that on some question, or in regard to
some matter of policy, th~ Opposition, or the Government,
as the case may be, may possibly be right. Who knows !
May the marriage prove happy and prosperous !

The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the
jan P . .. .
The Canadian Fress ¢y, hadian Press Association, held in Toronto
Asgociation. .
last week, was the most notable in the
history of that society, mainly because it had been made the




