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tional," as used throighout. As Canada is
flot reaily a nation it must be so desig-
nated, either as a matter of courtesy to our-
selves, which might be in questionable
taste, or by way of suggesting complote
Veationality as the goal to which we aspire.
NMany might xvish for clearer deainitions bc-
fore idex tifying themselves with the organ-
ization. Again it wouid seem worthy of
cOfisideration whether a much greater work
migh t flot lie a,-complishiàd were 'cho month-
ly as well as the annual nmeetings devoted
to the discussion of themes more directly
related to the great objects of the Society.
Probabiy, however, local branches might
make their own By-iaws in regard to tbis
malter.

The Tariff Bill which has bien intrc-
duced int the American Congress by the
Demiocratic mai orîty of the XVays and
,Means Committee may not fully meot the
exrpectations of the more sanguine free-trad-
ers among the advocates of tarif roform,
but il, certainly, if it~ becomos law, wilI fat-
sify the predictions of thoso who have been
declaring that the Dernocrats in (Jongreas
would flot have the cou~rage to carry into
action their antc-, tlection piedges. The Bill
has evidently bpen framrel with very great
cae and( thoughb it will probably undergo
mînor iadtciosin ils passage through
the Lwo '-buses, it see108, so far as mnay be
judged by a cursory examinatior, to have
been Bo far eonstru( td on a general princi-
Pie that il will bo di ilicuit to change mate i-
allY its de-îails withonî 8eriousiy damaging
and possibly imrpprilling the whole stru(ture.
As aninstalirent of tariff reformn tlw ineasure
may be viewed in two aspects. Lt 15 riot,
more foti wortby for what it daes,. than for
what it fores41ilow>, As it i4, il goes quite
as3 far in the cbancea it rnakes as cotmld have
been fxPected by reasonable rt4rer r4, es, -
pecîally at a lune when a wide8pread btusi-
ness depres8ion lias laid itH para1j zing hand
upon almiost (very induaf ry. Lt is one of
the evils of a potective systenm that the
econoniC conditions it produces are so artîî-
ficial tlta't it is almost impossible to eflect 'a
reform withont giving a temporary but dis-
astrons sbock 10 the whole business of the
nation. There are those who argue w ith
Borne force that it is better for the patient
in sucb a oase 10 undergo the one severe
operatjon which promises a radical and per-
Marient cure, than te suifer for a prolonged
period under less heroic treatinent. But
the majority, ,ven of ardent opponents of
the principle of protection, rtecogn;*ze the
fact thal hîateamanship is a practicai bu8i-
ness, and tbat it is in many cases botter
that it sbouid reach a distant goal by easy
stages than by reckless driving. It is net
likely that many, even of the mo8t ard rit
tariff reformers, in the UJnited States, have
Yet looked Bo far into the future as to rc-
cognize absointe freedom of traee as their
true goal, but even had the majority done

80 tbey conld hardly have prudently advanc-

ed fnrther towards it at a single houinc than
they wiii ho carriod bv the WVilson Bill,
shouid it becomo law wim bout important
changes.

But what of the onîlook i Its relation
to the future is the other aspect in which
the Wilson Bill will natnrally be regarded
by many, especialiy hy those wbo are far
cnongh from the scene of operations
bo sec event3 in thoir proper perspactix'e.
If the Damocratic policy means nothing
more than a change from a bigher t) a

tower grade of protection, the reform may
prove very beneficial, but cannai be regard-
ed as thorough. Then, again, apant alto-
gether from the question of the presenit
range of Democratic foresight, it may well
ho doubted whether it is possible for the
politicai. stage coach, or steam engine, whiclh
evn' it nay prove to ho, 10 find a perma-
nient stopping-place at the middle of the in-
ctinpd piano npon which il is now moving.

But, no doubt, cincunistances will have
much. to do wvith bte arresl or progyress of
tho new policy on ils way to ils only Io,-,;
cal rcsting place. SThould the prescrit cloud
of depression pass by in titn, tao alow rthe
refoummm1 taritl' a fitir traI h fore the next

Cangressional ciection ; shanldC it be found as
wo may witb somoe cinfidence predmet, linder

sncb circumstanices, that not oniy is the in-
dustrial, tife of the nation >titnulatd radier
than retarded by thc retitoval cf so in %ny

of its restrictions - and shauýId the rosuit
wilbia the ne xt few years oc,~ as il is not

unlikely 10 bv, a great ircreaqe lin Amnen-
can expr rts and a ravivat of £iiifican ocoan

comnmerce, na selh-mbi it ýrv4ts in thxe na-
tion will be 4trong eeougli ta prevent the
spt ety taking cf lime next stpp tawRrds
complote freeloin cf traie. WVleii that
stop) sitaIl have heen t aken andti( ub ibnrat-
ing process ciixnplmted, 0 ien, andi nat tit
thon, mnay the cm snufa4uror,; of Gr tBrit-

ain begin. ta fear for tue oept rtý cf the
world's ocean commerce which they have
so long Ëwayed.

Canada's inlerest in the Wilson Bill is
not inconsiderable. 'Ple addition of iron,'
coal, eo'gga, fisli and other commriodlities,
which we have to dispose of te the free
list, comnbined wiîb the reductions in the
duties on live animais, iumher, breadstul's,
bar îey, dairy producîs, bots, peas and
othen vegyetahieq, etc., cannaI fait te redouni
10 our advantage by giving us a choice cf
markets for soe andi the only avai'able

foreig n market fo r othera
lions. A most hopefal,
improved prospect is thal
is makîng these changes,
Canada, nor as the resuit
bargain, but solely On'
enlightened self-interest.
the value of whatever

cf theso produc-
condition cf the
the United States
net as a favour to
cf a commercial
the grounds of

This increases
alvatitages may

accrue to us, because it, in a manner, gtar-

antees theïr permanence. Whether our
neighbours proceed farther in the direction
of free-trade in the near future or not, it is
scarcoly conceivabie that they can rc-enact
a McKinley tarifi, if once repeaied, in th18

generation. We have little fear that onr

Governinent and Parliament will fait to
respond to th2 invitation to more friendly
trade relations held ont in the proposai 10

adraîî free of duty bread-stuffs and varions
coarse grains, either in the kernel, or in
the shape of 11jur and meal, front any
country which imposes no import duty on
the like product when exported front the
United States. The course of tariffreform
in the neigYhbouring nation will have
another beneficiat eifect in that it cannot
fait to strengthon the sîmiilar movemont
nov in progroas amongst ourseivem. Trnly,
events move rapidly in this Western world,
notwithstanding the slownoss of Republiur
legislafive mnachinery. Ife would have
been counted a blini prophi t indeed, who
8hould have ventured 10 predict, two or
threa years age, whcn the McKinley star
m as in the zeniith, that the y ar 1893
would sea such a bill as the Wilson Bill

before Congres.-, witb excelt( at prospeits cf
succesp.

SOCIAL PROBLEMS.

The diicussions which took place at the

annual mieeting of the Social Problems Con-

ferenco in the Auditorium in this city lasI

week iienit a much langer share of public
attention titan they are likoly to receive.

XVhile a considerable and increasing nnmi-
ber of thonglitful citizens ara studying
earnestly these t remendons probleins with a

view to tinding the meal solution which one

must betieve tr ha possible, the great mnajor-

ity still either ignore the very existence of -
tho prohient il or pas thmmi by with an indif

fenence or procrastination borni of absorp-
tion in their owa p 'rsonal affairs, or, still

warBe, content thenmselvcs with ae anching

ont the w( ak placet, in each of the sctenies

proposed by the fe)v who are intensely in

earneat in seeking rernedies, and perhrmps

sneering at, their advocates as Il cranks " or

onthusia sts. But nio one with a hearl in bis

bosoin can look fairiy in the face the in-

eqlitilitics of social condition whicb abounn

in the great cities of the wortd to-day, niucli
iess inquire int the reality of the sniferimtg

and destitution which cxist evon in our own

happy land, without coming bo the conclu-

%ion that almost any other attitude of mind
is noblen than indiVerenco. The veriest

enthtisia:t wbo believes that in some pet
achemo ho bas found the magie solvent
whicha wili transmnute poverty into coulpe-
tence and enforced iddleness into remuflna.
tivo indnstry, no matter with wbat lack of
insight or of foresight ho may urge forward
bis hobby, occupies unquestionably a 1 igb-
or moral position thani the wisest philos.o-
plier, or the niost influenitial memiber o
socieby, who cives none of these things a
serions thought.
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