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tÉle totigh prairie turf eut into strips

Oc three, feet iong, and a foot or two
SThpv are built up into solid walls,

or & ght feet higli. The roof c"on-
0f a framework o oetaeii

'IPrairie grass, or covereil with -,odA.
1lroof of a dulg-out is moade after this

14!naiso. Sod bouses ani dlug-outs

th Yîî contain but one reotfl, and lere

the5 flîy eat, sit, andi sleep. Soimetimes

d »>'(weiîings aretl>rei bot frequent-

iýe t'b saly a 1i iti l, rougi board floor
o! tht'fn( o rooui, wlieri- the beds

. Th cbimnley is but a lide inta e
rntrougit bîi a stovepjpe, projeets.

iftbe ,ownter cao afford it, h'i" soifletitues
D nets eh inside of the wqils with lime

t4otar- or lunies thtCm Nx itit baards. A

Sbouse, thtat 1ha. be'un carefuîîy coun

%tlee(,Is habitable for f Ive years or long-

th Y tis tinie, the rootlets that held
a sdtogether are ail (laite decayed,

'41 th %-ail crumlbles. Both sod houseS

11*4 (Ug-outs are very warmi aud coinfort-
eL' the severest winter, but dug-outs

41 ld ta be damp and uaheaithy during
,%r.T he ýiLttlers who Ilve in these

IVlllU gsi are cltiefly Swedes, Norwegiafls

a ri1es, of xvhomi there are great nun-

11tefroutier p)rairie States and Ter-

14'Zere[ is a large cotouy of Russians la

4ttba, and aiaother in Sê,utherfl Da-
k04vTery )copie llave made for theni-

veYcomfortable and durable adobes
filbud %vallewd bue.A plentifuil cýoat
\Vblte\wash on the outs1de, gix-es thein a

tûVeýeWIitt attractive, appearauce at a dis-
taee Theýse bo>uses are oniy one storey

h etght and of ordinary breadthi, but

0qýf au, untitsuai lengtb. Tbe cattie.

Oietaria aimis. are h(,used in (tue
'111( the lamiiy in the other, %vith a
<1 ali bettxeen.

~tne laes ne secs a log house in the

%"isely Wooded 1hottorng of the larger rny-
'ror a stone housc in the vicinity of a

re bluff. But tite rnajonity of prairie
4wliyllgs in the uew districts are such

1 44 dI-eribu,,.

~These bouseýS do0 fot always appear so

tiry'nd xtupwetentious. They bave a
tr,,* ,Ol their ùwn. Distance and te sun

li t gr tbem. Miirages are frequent
lieSuuni-rou tlie plains, and the ef-

or' the littie board bouses is m1arvel-

ýWteT'ne alter lune we used to thînk
t ýre upproaci:ng a reai mansion on

Prairie. . Thrc w-as a milleor tw-0
tQI Ér1 bu paily seen ln heaer,
a~ir, two stort'ys high, at least, large

li 1nry. But as we drew fleurer, the
tUn'ort<jýti , o! the bouse, seeiued to shnink,

111( ddfot seelai mueb larger titan

\'3Pbig p)ckn cas th a doon and

ýU tlîttie villages and towns are inag-
11,eiand< giorified by the samne magie !u-
t 8efl in the brigit suînlight, under

biue sky. a prairie iamilet dis-
fj I or eîght miles, seeflîs but o mtile

411(l away, and its twenty littie frame
t4~ W'stand out ln the clear air Ilke

'~sjestone blocks of a large eity.
fuir ComIparisoni eau. be drawn be-

l'a te rude t1w-ellings o! the flrst
ri IrF fz-rmers, and te aider farni bouses

t? ,ft rn States and Provinces. The
ut bi to ranton 1, with te log cabine

% ac '0 0 s settlers lu the East. Trhe
q,'ot an<d conveniences o! te latter are
l" lltnited. Te West w iii toprox e

as bas done. Prairie farmers

hiave, wecnderi energy and adaptabulity,
the soli is féetile aud the crop- u8ually
good, and prodaced at.a small cost coin-
l)aratively. Au(! so their xxealtb gro-%vL
aptîce, year by year. Aidready, in the old-
er districts, there are good hotuses and out-
buildings, ami xvell kept gurdiens of botît
vegetables and! flowevrs. Fruait orcbards
have beeu planted. aad large groves of

cotton-.woodl have been set out, and are

growing vigorotsly.
Meanwhile, the pioncer prairie settier

away out on te frontier, bas compensa-
tions. He needs noV te commiseration
of city dwellers. It Is bis good fortune
to be frcee frot the warks ani ways oif
the muddenbIg crowd, and Vte iasme bot%
moral anti pilysical, that rise, frorn the

ahodeq of Vte, multitude. Though bis

houseî k smatl, bis door opens upon in-
flity. And so ie comets Vo have a de-
x-eloptuient and eulit -aion of character,
tike peopie who live long by te sea, or
lu the pires.ý-ee and sao f grpat Moun-

tains, We, w-ho tspend our live-s shut in

hy streets aad flouses, do not know weli
w-bat that is. Yet we atay recognize some
of the trait% of te typical settier on thte
prairies. These seem, Vo be a cer-
tain quiet streaglth, and deptit of tempera-
mcat, tudependtnet' and breadth of opinion,
and sineerity of disposition. A ]lie that
develops sueli chiaracter as tiis, is not

lightly to be esteemed in comparison wittt

the fuss and fury of cities.
Artitur. Ont. A. STrVEX"SON.

M'IVER'S MALADY.

Ii the a! ternoyon of ,Sunday, Decemiter
tîtird, 1837. Macolm Maciver was Indus-
trýousIy furblelting bis. rifle ln the baek
k:tchleu of a ernail farni-bouse, a fcw
mUrs mtorth of Toronto, i York Couinty,
Clanada.-

His Vask completed, Malcolm toaded
the rifle and lire(] fromi the dloor at a
blaek cat, whiph was daiutity stepplng

aloug the top of Vhe' garden fence. The
sharp "spangl' of the rifle brou&itt Mai-

colma's mother Vo the sàle of bier sou,
wlbo w»s now medîtatively watchitng the
bine elrecîce of smoke as tbey gradually
wideuied axid dis6soived.

"Ai, Malcolm," beni-oanedl Mfistre ss
Maei-ver; "ye bam kilt auid Tammyl Pi'ur
black beat!e; fer wliy did ye dae't ?"

"Hunki," gruuîted Mak.clm ; "hie was

a-n uigly eut, and 1 liait Vlo take a crack

at sometbilng."
"Malculm, ye',re no' the lad ye ance

was; I mid te day ye 'wadna shoot on
thte Sabbath ; an' ye hite dune a gey un-
lucky thing-ye hae ta'en te life o' a

bliack Tammy. an' it'll fane leit wî' ocht

ye may uiudertakz' i' the year, boy. Wtty

are 'y-ou gaun î'ooia sae muekie wl' your

gun i' your grup ? A buddy wad tlink

ye expectit war i' te Ian' *-"
"And miaybe we do, mother," Malcolm

latonically rejoined as lie re-loaded, and

moodiiy elevnted hie weatpon to afin at

a bird whi1lî bad aligltted riear where
te cat had beefi.

1H-l ?, erled a vol-ce; aaid a m!;ddle.

aged, strapplflng fellow stcEpped frotu be-
h1nd the feuce.l

",Ha, Lutîwig," Malcolm s4aîd ; Intar-
ly finisiedl you that time.i'

"Tbat's r-wire V've jueft missed beig
shot this week," exclamedI Ludwlg. "ýPieu-

ty of sltooting thtsE, days ; eh, Malcolm ?
Practice matches and huntlng cvery-

wltEre 2' ant ibe laughed boietet'ously.
",Ye tek' it gey brawly, L.Udwig,' lu-

tenp.osed the 01<1 lady, warnýngly. "But
ye Maun guard yersel' nho.o; for it's three.

t'imee ia' oot, yle ken,2
"Mother's al-ways saying queer

th'ings," vouehsafed Malcolm. "Comne,
Ludig; kýt's be, goImg. For w-ar thcre,
muqst be banllets, eh ?"

Ludwlg nedded asslent, ami te ivo'
mien trudged na'ay touwurd Dav'd Gib-

son' s farm-whlcb wus a 11111e distance

nearen To}ronto thýan the Maciver borne-
stead.

"'l warrant they be gaugia te
thiat aul gruesome m!li o' Shepard'si,"

grumhied Mistress Miteiver, as site tomn-

ed back int& te bouse : "an' fît's no' for
cny gulid th, y gang ther?-, lIlI gus.ranteel"'

"I 'w!veb ;'ou would tiot grumible in

VÉbat way, rititer: what are yoît say-

iing V" atsked Malcolm's si8ten, M-%aggie,

whoc wae "sidlxrg" away tue tea-tbiugs.

"We are happy, amd 'whiy will yoît persiet

in &nning rîtter trosuble, mamuma, ?"
"Ah, ye driana ken bairn ; ye dinna

ken," wias aIl bier tuotiter would s-ay; and

Magg Le saw it was na usý Vtoï Ik fui ther.
"l'ut stiym-', Maggt-P, rtat thite inyster-

!oue -wys Malcolm bite gotten i'atae bode

'nae gniid tue, lieel' xr ouy ane. lie hae

no' heu likce oor alit boy tsyne rant'n' Wul-
le .yon Mac-kenzie cami' this gait wvi' his
hiaranguin'. ",

"HOE'll gel o-ver it un a Ulayi or two,

motter ; its oniy sorte W-: Id YOuth's

frea k."
"lThe guid Lord grant, sae," lerý,ent-

iy ejaculated the o-id wbomaui.
Mvietreàs Macver's surnîlse w-ns co.rrect,

foît the two nien lost nto t:me in arriving

at Shepard's îîttl-a tumble dowa stuc-

Vure near te uar 0f lthe G:lbsoa farm.

"W 1 o goes there ?" greeted tbeM out

oft Ile darkness, as tlî'y drew near t hein

"FrIend, <if the people and responsible
goveru-ment." %aid Ludwlg,.

"Witat bear yonu ?"

",Hearts true t& the core."
"But entall as crabapples 7

"Crubpplesare 9011r."
"ass 2

The spctaCle laiside waa ù, peculiiîr

one. Ali sorts and uizee of Impromptu

crucibles' were set up, aind Mnen dillgently
resiuced places of lead-pipe, teit-ellest leud

aaid lier leitd seet'ps Lrito bullts. The

,ucw-comers were recogriized by variously

modulated nods and greetings.
"Men," spoke îtp one front among thte

group ; 'whia-t about banners ?"

"W-e'll get titose at the O',ty Hiall,"
aunother !in unswar.
"Tiey've put Union Jacks there witb

the armas, anti welli approiprlate botit.

A couplie <if cops Is ail the gua rd we bave

tou overcomie, boys ; ha, lia:"'
Thre was a, general jublee at Vhe

saliy n-nil twoa or titree biegant Vo seng in
a martial mannen.

"1 haVe& a f Iag, Wideman interpoki-
ed, produclig a bunille from hils overcoat

pekt. 11e unwouad the foîds and

flaunte before Vthe comipatny a flot un-

p.rEtenliýous pte-ce of! blue anîd gold but-

imng, ýon wiitlse was embtaxtîned .

BIDWEMJ, AND) THE (4lORIOUS -MIN-
ORI'TY. 1832, AND A GOOD

BEGINNIING.

Anu pro«r'9ous batigb greeted the

exhibition of th]@.


