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OUR UMIMIVAL CLASSES•.

Tisa trial of Thomas Buckley for killing bis mistress adds new force to,
recent remarks of TiE WEEK on the maniner of dealing with violators of
Canadian law. The fact that anr able and cxperienced judge-but not pro-
perly instrncted in the circumstanices of tise case-sentenced a murderer in
faut, though possibly isot in initent, to oniy a short tern of imprisonmient,
shows a necessity for thoroughly revising the system of punishing criminals.
Even tbe longer terni afterwards imposed does tsot meut the necessities of
the case. The cheer wbich. in court grected the delivery of the first sen-
tence shows with what kind of people the law is called upon to deal. There
is a class amongst us so degraded as to rejoice that a brutal ruffian, a
crimirsal fromn boyhood and a murderer at, lest, was about to escape the
punishmient dire to his crimes. Tbey were «lad that the brute would in
live yearî be aile to resurne his infaînous career. This is the natural
resuit of the too great clemency shsown, to babitual offenders, ansd points the
moral whicb T[iiE Wua be as aiready drawn. After one sentence bas heen
incurred ani-i the criminal bas returnied to bis evil ways, there should be
root andl branch work with bum. lteform is so improbable as to be
unwortby of consideration. Suppression is the oniy effective rentedy.

It is questionable wlsetiser discretion should be luf t to the judge ef
mneasuritig tise sentence, wbether parliamerit should isot provide a more
exact iidirig scale of piiîisinent iii proportion to tise nuinher and enormity
of offences than ssow exi8ts. The, jud-Ge i8 apt to be swayed by tus feelings
arsd fails to do isis duty. But beyond titis a better inetlsod of punishment
shoutd be adopted titan imprisenmeest iu gaols ansd peniteistiaries-usshealthiy,
expeissive and offoring littie hrope either of intimsidating or reforming the
cuiprit. Thc Kingston lIVhiq inteliigerstly discusses tise proposition of TUEF
WE K that criminals bu transported to persal settiements in the far North
west, but, wbile ngreeing with us in thse nucd for a change of systein, pro
poses a différent method :"lThey must adopt some lieroic inethofi of
reforming man, Prison life is tee luxstrious. It is too easy. It is not
humiliating enough. The habitually crisnussal are tire habitually lazy. They
must be made to work. They must be taken out ots the by-ways and
lsîgisways and msade, by isard, persistent labour, to earn their daily bread
by tise sweat of their brows. Tbuy must be made te feel that prison life
and disciplinse is irksomne, disgracefui, and disheartening. The people who
support tise rascals should get sousse return for their money, and this return
cari only bu fairly made through local and public improvements."

One objection to titis systemn cornes frotin labouring men wbo dislike to
be duprived of emnployaient. Anotiter is, tise danger of escape in cities and
tise cest of providingy numerous guards. Tbe JVh&ig contends tisat it would
be an irsjury to scttled parts of tise Nortis-West te inake themr tise boite of
a crimuitsal class, and tisat it would bu cruel te send convicts te the collder
regiesus of tise nortis. As te tise latter argument it may ho said that if
people desire te keep awny frein Ihudson Bay or the Mackenzie River they
cani accomplishi tb.eir purpose by keeping their hands from crime. Im-
prisonmuent in gaols dops not act as a deterrent-wby net try another
remedy i No one would adv.ocate thecreation of penal settiensents in parts
of the North-West likelv te be otberwise occupied at an early date. In-
stead of objectirsg it seeins probable that. North- Westers would bail-as a
boon the establishment by the. Governînesst of a. colony wbich would opeil
up the far Northern regions in the most speedy and effective way. Every
one knows the difficulty ef procuring labourers in territories far frein civi-
lizatiots. Tise trader, the miner, tise l.uip.ermaît, forai the advancs guard.
They 1usd it difficuit te induce the lablourer te follow. The muan who
works for daily wages prtfers tise city, w4iere lie .enjoys the cosnforts and
pleasures of civilization, ansd secures fair wages by comrbination. witls his
fellows. In the far North, fishing, ntining, and timber cutting will speediiy
bie comîsenced-wby should not tise labour ef convicts be used in their
developient I Roads wiil bu n-eded and the removai of interruptions te
navigation-what better could the Governient do than employ, in these
works, labour which is new in great part wasýed. The experience of Aus-
tralia dues net show that the preiïence, of >a criminal class in, the early
settîînent of a country injures, the surroussding population. At first it
could harm no. one, ausd as population increased. new penal settlements
nsiglit bu openied up or tise system abanrdonPdafter it had served its imme-
diate purposýe. While the 'crimiinal would unquestionabiy dread ýbanish-
ment for a long period and might lead an bonust life rather than encounter

tit, tisere can bc littie doubit tisat manly labour in a, new country far from.
aid associates would bave, a beiseficial effect uipon hius. If bue showed signs
of reform ho might be butiered-and even bie provided witls means-to
establish himseif as a free mass in the new territory inte which liquor, the
parent of crime, slsould net bu ahlowed te penetrate.
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THE LAMBETHI CONFERENCE: CAPE OF EMIGRANTS-

IN some respects the subject of the care of emigrants might seemr the most
interesting to ourselves of ail those discussed at the Lambeth Conference.
It will be found, however, that the Committee appointed for the considera,

tion of the subject, consisting largely of Colonial and Amcerican bishiops, Of
necessity limited their consideration to what we mnight cati the more clerical
or ecclesiasticai aspect of the question. Tire wider subject of encouragiflg
and assisting emigration, they remark, is outside the scope of their deli-
berations, and even were this flot the case, they say, it is too large a
question to be adequateiy deait with in the time at their disposai.

There is one departmient of tise question, and that by no useans the

least important, whicb migbt have been usefully considered ait greater

length. We refer to the care which mighit be taken to encourage the
right class of people to enigato, and, as far as possible, to discourage the
wrong kind. Two facts stare us in the face here in Canada, first, that
tliere is more work ready to be done than there are bands ready to do it,
and secondly, tisat there are a good marny bands unemipioyed and unable
to find work. The simple reason is that these people cannot do the work
which is waiting to be done. It is very desirable that some committee Or
board sisould draw up information on the colonies and the kind of iimnii-
grants that tbey want and are ready to welconse, and send it to tire

English ciergy and ministers of other denominations, who are isot oniy
most closely connected witi ail classes of tise commrunity, but who are verY
generally consulted by intending emigrants. We are flot forgetting that
handhooks, etc,, exist, and these are referred to by the Commnittee, hut tOo

frequently these are put forth by persosss and companies wlsich are not
wholly disinterested.

The want of the kind of knowledge to which we refer is attended by
two evils. Many unsuitable persons are continually arriving in the colonieSp
meeting failure and disappointment, whiie many wlio might miake succe5ss
fui emigrants are deterred f rom leaving Engiand by bearing of the bad

success of others. A tborougb knowledge of the circuinstances and needs
of the, country wonld do much to avert those evils. Men are wanted here,
and wili bo wanted for many a year to core. It may be that we cannot
promise them sudden wealth, or the means of living witbout liard working,ý
but there can bu no doubt that large classes of men cani make a better
living bere than. they cari in the Oid Country.

The Lambeth Conmîittee have coilected a good deal of useful informa-
tion witb respect to the number of emigrants who have lef t the United
Kingdom since the battie of Waterloo in 1815. They amount to nearly
twelve millions. But even titis gives no true idea of the present rate of*
emigration, since we find that, of the whole numbcr whio have lef t Great
Britain and Ireland during that period of more than seventy years, about
one.fourth bave lef t during the last ten years, and the ratio goes on,
incrcasing year by year. It shouid be addcd that, a very considerable pro-
portion of the emigrants froni Great Britaini are foreigners. Thus, of the
396,494 persons who left British ports in 1887> only 281,487 were English,
Scotch or Irish. There may be some slîght consolation in this fact for
those Englishmen who are lamenting over the influx of foreigners into
London.

Another interesting fact bas been brougbt ont by the Committee. 13Y
far the largeat proportion of emigrants go to the United States, The per.
centage, in 1887, to the tbree chief fields of emnigiation was as follows
To the United States, 72 per cent. ; to Briti-.il North Amierica, il per
cent. ; to the Australasian Colonies, 12 per cent. ; to ail other parts, 5
per cent. Another iisteresting faut cornes out, that the proportion Of
foreign emigrants wbo leave British ports for tbe UJnited States is larger
than the proportion of British subjects. Thus, takissg the 396,494 euhi-
grants in 1887, we fard tbat of those who went te tire United States about
one-third were foreigners, of those who came to Canada about one-fifthe
while the percentage of foreigners who emigrated to Australia is lardlY
appreciable.

The Committee have taken great care to ascertain the dangers and diffi
cuities wbich lie before emigrants in se far as these may bie obviated by
philanthropic and Christian effort. Among these dangers they refer par,

ticuiarly to'the mingling of ail classes of characters wbo are carried in One
vessel, so that the better disposed are hiable -to be contaminated by the
care]ess and the vicious into whose companry they are cast. So, agaill)
they refer to the no less great dan gers to wbich young persons, and especi-
ally young women, are exposed at the port of arrivai; and they truly add

that " 1perhaps the greatest danger of ail arises frour the temptation. to in-
temperance and other vices te which. the emigrants are exposed on arrivai
at their new settiement."


