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TENNYSON’S “IN MEMORIAM."”
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an

TN ME
IEMORIAM” is the poem of a period,
Arthur Hallam’s death,

tha
1an one. Begun soon after
it took at

event .

least ﬁ\f::::,h {inve the occasion for its composition,
Is less o Sing)llédr5 to complete, fmd in the shape that we have it
serics in R()ssc:Jt?Fmchan a series OSpoems not unlike the sonnet
i joining the se s House Of'Llft- Singular art has been shown
Cover the quctparate POl‘t.lons, but a careful inspection will dis-
Pope’s Rape of Hllris. As in many other poemsﬂfor instance,
original poem re‘{fnim‘k'and Allan'Rams;{y's Gentle ‘S‘lzc‘bhf‘rdfthc
separable from it. ains imbedded in the final whole and 1s casily
ions, frequently called
| original elegy, In
on, where the
blessed

There ar

‘l)Oen}]];rei:lti one hundred and thirty sect
‘UCerit;m o e poem as we have it, but the re:
poet finds éoszer., closes with the fifty-sixth secti
!Mmortality bmlt~f0r his lO'SS_ln th? assured hope of a
surance that th ¢ ]md_the vell."’ It is to a statement of this as-
the poet passio e'PreVIOUS sections lead up, an assurance to which
anchor. \\}itl?"ltte]y C_lurlg, a belief that may be called his ‘sheet
the constructior ‘bS deliberate statement 1 the fifty-sixth section
into particular 1 becomes less vertebrate and trails off, so to speak,
less intimate Cremmls,ce“CC_S, musings, and speculations having a
causal connect.onne‘ftlon with the main subject, and less of @
the poem is ion with one another. This first grand division of
human spirj reauy a history of the wounding and healing of a

pirit, while the rest belongs to the period of convalescence.




