
TFHE MUNICIP.AL 'WORLI

Thse Municipal Costeresce.

At the call of Mr. S. H. Kent, assistant
city clerk, of Hamilton, and secretary of
the conference, representatives from ciev_
eral provincial municipalities, met in thîe
counicil chamber, in the above city- on
Tuesday andi Wedniesday, the 5 th anti 6th
of Septemrber. 'lhle following municipalities
sent delegates : Lindsay, Belleville,' Ot -tawa, Ingersoli, Brantford, St. Cathatinles,
Gaît, Berlin, Fort William, Guelphr, Lon-
don, Wiarton, Port Hope and the towýn-
ship of Keppel-t;venty-two delegates i
all. Mr. J. V. Teetzel, mayor of Hamîil-
ton, was elected chairman, and Mr. S. H.
Kent, secretary of the convention. Th'le
chaîrman in a few words explained that
the object of the meeting was to censider
and dîscuss necessary amendmients to the
existing municipal and assessmentlas
and' te settle the best mode cf having
them embodieti in Acts cf the Provincial
Legisiature. A number cf resolutions
were introduced, discussed and referreti te
a committee, which reporteti as follows:

i. Tint in tie opinion et thia convention tic
asseasment act siould bu so anmended:( as te dis-
tribut. tire burdun of taxation more equaliy,
and, wîth ti eaid iu view, lthe assissaront ot
personal property should bo made witieut re-
gard te the debtm ewitîg on acceut et it.

2. Provision aheu'd b. mode in thre Asass-
ment Act tint reni property belonging tu er in
thre possession of any percon or incerporated
compny and extending oer more than oee

war inaDycity or town may bo tissessed
together as a complet. goinig cenceru Ii aniy
onu cf such wards at tic option et tie assesser,
or tist thre assu8ssment et tile preperty as a
geiug concern may ho apportionad ameungst
two or more of sncb wnrds in suich mannar asha mny duem convenient, and tint in eitieri
case the propertv shall bu valuud as a golng
concerneor forming part et a geing coneerii.

.3. Tie personal property et incurpcratud
comjpanies, otirer tien ciartured batiks, tieuld
i. lile te, a8sesient te tie sanme extent as
tint of any private individnal er, partnersiip,
and ilbsectionl 2 cf section 39 ut tie Asseqs-
mient Act, should bc amended aecordingîy.

4. Tint no sale ef lanîds for taxes fin any city
shall b. invalid by reason of tiere iaving been
gouda or ciattels within the county belenging
or lu the. possession of the purson assessed for
thme lsands, or geods or- chattels upon su cIl lands
hiabl, te seizuir. for taxes, and et ne ievy by
distresa having been mnade uilon auch goods or
chattels for the payinent of taxes due in re-

5. Thnt represeutatives cf city and town
munîicipalities 8hould bu appointud te a ttend
befora tie committe. prevideti by tlic Provin-
cial Government te censider and diseusa tice
question of tie turnover tax, which was
brought buter. the. Municipal Comtslttee et tire
legisiature lest season.

Tiret for the. purpose ot urging upon tire
legialaturs the changes in tire law whleh tis
convention deemns desirable a municipal de-
putation should wait upen memibur eto the On -
tarie Goveri2ment at somne time wit hin a month

Ire hopening of naxt session, when tho
Miitors would have lelsure te hear andi cou.

aider the matter brought buera tieni.
Mr. joseph A Culham, barrister, of

Hamilton, reati a paper on municipal
reform in the Unitedi States, which was
well received. Thet followipg resolutions

" Tiot in
polling su
cities and

suffrage regiatrîîtion act ia in force sbeould b.
for municipal purpeses oniy. Thnt tiie numbur
of voters for municipal electiona, in a suidivi-
sion shouldb,Ïe incrtased fri 200 te 300, and
tiat an electionl s1heuld net, bc void or voîdable
for flhe reàson thnt a polliug subdivision whîich
con'ains inore than ;300 votera bas net been
divded, provided il, dles net ceultai ilure thant
400 vo(tets. That the Bioard of Registrara
should detine the pehliiîg aulivisiona for ele-
tiens te the Legisative Asembly. Tnat a11
votera for electiens te tire Legidlativu Assemnbly
sbould register wih ic le Bard cf Registrars
Linder thle MNlihood SufaeAct.!'

" That powe(r shoulil t>e given te cities laving
a popitioni of more i in 15,000i te provido tor
electien cf aldermen by a gererai voe ins4tead
of by w-ards, if aucli mode cf elecien bu desired,
by a iîuajority cf the electors, aud tint Llie
question cf it adloption should be suibriîîed by
the counitl tu tha vote of the ratepaiyers ab the
tieni noxt niurnicipal eleetions if deaired by pcti-
tien cf at leusu 30JI ratepayers, and if decided
by suci. voe in the affirmnative, tic aldermen nt
ail future aunnital cections shail be elected by a
ge ner1al Vo te."

-I bat anjy policeý niaujstrate, fin ,endliig a
boy te the Industrial Sciuel, miay is!sue ant
order requiring the parentt cf snch boy te pay
te the city corpuration thec aineunt the cty" hi
te pay fer bis nmaintenanîce. At Ille prescuit
timre the city bias te pay, even thougli tire
chid's people maiy l e wll able te o o"

',Tinht rebate" on account of local imipreve-
monts bu calculalLed un land valuies oily, anid
Dut on land and building values ccmnbined.

" That the Dominion Governmauit, shcu1d be
askedl te pasa an act requîrinig tlic capactity cf
baskets te be statipedl at tie handies by thre
mlakers ; aIse taLt fruit aud vegetablo boxes bu
ct a standard sîze.",

- That the legislatuie b, aaked te ariend
tie lecal improveineunt sction;s of the municiipal
act se as te enîpo)rwer municipal cecuceila te
charge au oquitable proportion cf the cen8t et
permianent lnprovemient te streets, suc h as
mnacadamn, asphaît, brick or ether pavement, te
genoral expensBe fund cf the unlicipality, and
te issue dabuntures for thu sane."

- WLh a view te emnpower ciIie te aqulire
watur privileges, it wvas dbecided te ask tbe
legisiature te an,end the Mlunicîpal Act by
inisertinig the word "city"ý before tie word
"1townl" in section 564 et thre net.

Tlmt the legisiature bu asked te amiend tic
Municipal Act se as te p ovide tliat tic miayoia
et cities or n ay bueolecteüd for a ter ni cf
two years, and[ aldermnen and ceuincîllera fer
two or thrue years, one-haîf or onu-third of thue
numbel)r to bo elacted annnaily, as <lecided by
by.law te bu carried by ttc(- ratepayers."'

" Tint in the. opinion cf this convention the
clause in the Assessment Act by wih the
property in oaci ward cf the innnicipnlity iras
tu bo separately assessed, sbeuLld bue nmi!ieude se
tint comipanies should have the whole of the
preperty, beoengilng te) the company assessed
aganst tie cmupany as a mwiola, at the lieud
office or pr incipal pl -ce of businecss %4iti the
mnunicipality as a gonfg ceueiern."

The ability of ferming a permanant
association was considered andi approveti
by the following resolution, înoved
by Inayor Keaty of St. Catharines
and secondeti by mnayor Nelson of Guelph.

Thnt an organization te bu cahlled tbe Ontario
Municipal Association bu now forinedi te consilst
of the Mayers8 et the citieos sud to-wns of tuis
Province, nnd aneli other repres.entativ(s ef
oaci city or town as its counicil may iruem tuiie
te tinie appoint.

Tint such association shial meut at le'cet once
in every year, and oftener if noed bu, upen thse
cail ef the Executive Committeo.

Tint prier toe ach sessien eft lie legis]Flatr
ef Ontario, the Ex,9cutive Coinmittee shahI
arrange withl tiie menihors et the Provincial
Governiient for a ienring ef tie NMuuicipal
Association at suer tiane a>s tie (lovernient
inay appoint, ripou any questions wiclh tiie

165

association shall desire action to b. talton by
the goverrument of the iegialatiire.

l'bat notice of the time e appointed he isent
b y the Executive Couilittee te the miayor
ofet ci city and town, so that rep)resentdtives
niay bc sent te mucet at the place to be namied
tru the notice of the Executive Coinrnirtee, and
mlay proceed to interview the governmiient.

Ébat the efficors of the Assciation cobssat
of a president, anid two vice presidents, a
8tuclary and a"istant secrexary, and an
executive conimiittee, to consist of these officers
and 5 other inembl)r, aud that 3 mrembers
shahl forin a quotu cf ( the executive cotumitte.

That the tollowing bo the olUcers :
Preiden t-The Islayor of Hlrtult,,n.

Vie.raieta-The M ayor of St.
Catharines, and the Mayor ef Guelph.

Secrettary-MNr. S. Il. Kent, Deputy City
Clark, Ilamniiton.

Assistant Seeretar-y-MNr. Join T. Hall,
MAsassment Corisaý3iiier, of Hiamilton.

Executive Cemmiitte - A,ýàssameot (Joni-
lissionirer Flemning, et Toron te ; Anditor Clulf,
of (>tawa ; tue iniayor ef Lendon. the mayur
of Port Hlope and the miayer cf 11ellville.

The meceting then adjournied.

Mr. A. W. Campbell, Provincial Road
Commlissioner, addresse!d, the me-ieting and
gave the Convention some good hints in
connection withi the carrying out of
municipal imiprovments. He intimated
that the failuire of municipal associations
in the past has been brouglit about by the
discussion Of questions whiich should have
been left to expert engineers, etc, Muni-
cipal associations should confine their
attention to questions of administration,
and drop learned papiers on engineerin~g
and other kindired subjeets, and they
would find a vast field for their labor.

London wvas chosen as the next place
of mreeting,, of the association.

After the meeting on Tuesday, the
Visitent were very pleasantly entertained
by the mayor and aldermen of the City.

We are pubhishing in this issue the
paper presented by Mlr, J. A. Culham,
and also a paper on " Assessuient " pre-.
pared by City assessor Delson of St.
Catharines, which was witheld owing to
the shortncss of time at the conference.

In the course of a scrutiny cf' votes cast
i the township of Altiborougli, for andi
against a by-law, granting a bonus cf
$7,0o0, te the Lake Eric & Detroit
River Railway Comipany, the senior Jutige
cf the ceunty of Elgin decided a point
which it would be well fer assessors andi
municipal clerks to bear in mmnd. Three
persens weie entereti on the Assessment
Roll cf the towniship as follows:

Sm ith, John
"Henry

" James
His Honor helti that the two latter were

net on the Assessment Roll at ail, and
therefore coulti net be eixtered b, the
clerk in bis Votera' List, baseti on that
Asseesment RW Thle assessor is
reauireti. bv the Act. to enter in columrn o>


