
Bank of British North America, Montreal, Quebec

A BANK to possess the necessary facilitiesfor proper adiniistrakition must be a re-
sultant of the combined efforts of banker and
architeet. This is often a serious difficulty, as
the banker lacks the faculty, as a rule, of inter-
preting plans, whule the architect can rarely
spare sufficient tim-e !o infoi'm himself of the
varions ne eds and proper mnethods for execuiting
saine. Somnetimes the troulble is evaded by eall-
ing in the services of a specialist, who becomes
the officiai. medium betwcen the client and the
designer, thereby facilitating the work of both.

In the Bank of British North Anier.ica, I-
cated on St. James street, the firm of Barott,
Blackader & Webster liw\ e suaccessfully solveil
the problem, adapting the design and arrange-
ment to mieet the present needs and stili adhere
to the architectural style of the original struc-
ture. They have secured the greatest amount of
cfflciency in the available space
and brouglit the administrative
corps in close relation to the gen-
eral public.

Upon entering one passes
through heavy walnut doors elai- AI "
borately carved into the vaulted
vestibule lined witli inarbie f
which in turn opens into the I
banking room proper, seventy-
four f eet long, sixty-five wd n
thirty-fivc hiigl. Twride anutd r
columns, eigliteen etihigl. 4
support tecr storcy, whiie -1'
above is a dceply coppered cci- -

ing, richly ornamented and paint-

cd in varying harmonious shades,
with the ornament picked out in
gold leaf and color. The screcn -I
and counter is one hundred and -

five feet in length, the latter sup-
porting a low polished bronze andi
glass screen, cxcept wherc cn- r ....
closures are required for the
tellers' cages, at which. place the Ï
screen is of a greater hieight and
fornmed of bronze pilasters and 8>
cornice, with bronze mcshi en- *

closures at thc rear and sides.
The trîmi and fixtures through;out
are of mahogany, and the floor in .-iPJi--
the clerical section of conipresscdi
coik ad that in the public space ...

of marble.
In order to obtain the maxi-

mum amnount of direct liglit for -- L

the banking room, the side walls

of the building wcre rccessed to formn courts
above the main ceiling- and skylighits installcd
over the sicle clerical sections, the clerc storey
being pierccd witli openings into the saine side
courts, while in addition to these large windows
are located in the rear wall of the roomi. Facing
the principal street and directly off the banking
room are located the local manager 's office, and
roonis for correspondence and committees. The
general manager 's and executive offices arc over
the banking space, the former being twenty-six
by twenty feet, designed ini mahogany, and
ainply lighted by three large casernent windows.
On the second floor is locatcd additional clerical
and staff offices, while on the present top floor
ample accommodation is provided for the use
of the staff, consisting of living and bedrooms,
dining-roorn and kitchien in addition to a large
fihing room.

MAIN BANITCIN IOOM FLOOR PLAN.
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