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ludion Tribes; in the Vraiteil Statts.

By statements from the Indian Bureau of the
Department of the Interior, it appears that the
total number of Indiana witbin the limite of the
United States territories, i8 314,622. The larger
tribes are as follows :-Choctaws, 17,000; Cherok-
ees, 19,730 ; Creeke, 25,000; Sioux, 27,423.

]British Iroli Mail Steamers.

Thirty-five iron steamners, moet of them monster
ones, will be added to the fieeta of the mail steam-
packet companies ibis year. Twenty four are
already afloat and eleven are building. Thirty of
them are eerews, and Oive paddie-wheele. These
are the class of vessele that.will have to be depended
on as a Marine Police for the protection of British
commerce, and the punishment of pirating vessae
of the enemy, in case of a war between Britain and
any.other country.

Wells in the, Sahara ]Désert.

Up te the year 1860, fifty wel 'le had b een sunk
by the French in the Great Sahara Desert, produc.
ing 7,920,000 gallons of water per day.

AnCICnt andti odem Engineering.

The Practical .Téecanic'aq Journal, in an intro-
duction to an article on recent iniprovement5 in
contractor's plant, gays .

'"To modern men, that is to say, to the moat
civilized and leamned races of mail, and witbin tbe
lasi two centuries only, belongs the power and the
glory of baving conferred mot"o upon insensate
matter, and, witb motion, obtained command of
the force that produces it-of force detached in
fragmente fiom the great cosmical machine indi-
rectly and by the agency of pure intellect, as dis-
tinguished from that compelled by the action of
t ho will fromn our own muscles or fromn those of
others. Apart froni this, there ie mach lems to
exaît the mnoat modern over the m.-st ancient
structural engineering than is commonlly supposed.
Two worde, in fact, comprise the gerni of.al
modern engineering improvement--coal and steani.
Iron and coal together bave given us steam, power,
and every advance that we bourly Viake in the
many-siqed improvemente and applications of the
latter, will bie found preceded by advances in the
manufacture and treatment of iron, or by making
more plentifu I or by the economizing of fuel. At
tItis moment, who @hall set limite to or appraise
the future value of' what steel in every shape-mn
maq~ses of any size and as cheap ais iron-and
liquid coal fuel have in store for :the coming.gen.
eration ? In enormous magnitude, in grandeur of
conception, and ail that makes nîajes'ty and per'fection ini executioti, numbers of the oldeet mnonu-
ments of the world contrat favorably with our
Intetst îînd greatest engineering works. The tanks
of India and Ceylon, with their gigantic bund.i,
thougb se uld that the very nmiles of the men Who
planned and constructed thona are often unkuown,

stand advantageously in comparison with the
greatest reservoirs made in Europe. Before the
Ileraclidan blood was known in Grecce, its inbab-
itante had drained a great lake district by a tunnel
in limestone, the ruine of which are no mean coin-
petitor to that of Mont Cenis. The cyclopean
masonry of Holyhead or Portland, in its liuge,
uncoutb, and grand fifteen-tun blocke, is'excelled
by that wbieh site :unmoved by eartbquake, and
fira whicb the tool marks have not been removed
by thirty centuries, in the walls of Baalbec and
Tadmor. The obelieke and linte1s of Luxor, of
K~arnak, of Philoe, nay, of our own Stonehenge,
are of blocks to quarry and te elevate whîch might
make a reputation even now. At Syracuse, la
Greece, in Pgypt, we find the quarries out of
wbich euch blocke have coule, wrought vith as
mach or more ekill, and upon as vadt a scale as
those of Caen, Portland,. or Peterhead. -What
amonget the earthworks or masonry of our own
railways, or of the still more remarkable works of
somes of those of Europe or of India, can we pe-int
to in magnitude more impressive than the Bir&
Nimrood, or' the Pyramide of Thebes, or even than'
tbe mighty ratbs of Nortbemn Europe, or the ter-
raced mounda of Mexico, Texas, and Central
America? And to pass from mere size Se evidence
of ekili, may not the tombe and minars of India,
the rock-scuiptured cave of Elephanta, the etately
walls of Persepolis, the domed Sreasury of Atreus;
or, in far later days, the aqueducts and bridges of
the Roinans-Alcan tara, the Pont du Gard, the
mole of Pozzuoli, the minster-towers and spires cf
medieval Europe-matchi the best that we have
donc to*day ? 0f .taste, the oesthetic element of
skill, we need say nothing. -The ancients aire our
confemsed masters, irithout the nece.aeity of glass
domes and the 'Bonid of Trade' order to provo
that we canuot even imitate them."

Preventiun of Fli Air front Se,%ers.

The effluivia whicb escape from eewers, in the
ver>' attempt te ventilate them, are of a very per-
nicious character, and have often been productive cf
miechiievous effecte. M. Robinet, a French chemist,
bas devised a very effective mens of freeing the
sewere froui them. lis plan has already been car-
ried eut on a email scale. iée proposes that the
furnaces cf factories shall derive theirsèupply cf air
froia the sewerd ; the latter will thus be emptied of
their mephitie gases, whicb 'will be destroyed by
combustion, fresh air from the atmosphere supply.
ing their place. fIe caleulates that ifthe comb ustion
cf only 70,000 tune of coal n be thus ennomized
annually in Paris, or oilly a tenth part of what is
btirned there, the eewcrs iwill be supplied with about
140,000,000 cubie feet of fresh air (that is, more
than seven timee Sheir contents) daill.-.fecltanics'
Magazine.

['i a better plan than that practiced in New
York, wbîcli i#3'te exhaust eteamn into the.eewers ;
and whiclh, as maiy bc seen in Fulton, Spruce and
other streets, drives the foui air out of the sewcrs
and into the sîreets and buildings. If, instead of
this, the foui air were sent throngh the fire; and if,
as Mons. Robinet enys9, it would thereby becorne pu-
rifiel fromn offensive odor, it would be a great relief,
as we Soù well know, having been* anno ed by foul


