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THE movement foi a Dominion organiaation of Canadian
Master Plunîbers is still being pushed fororard, the Montreal

and Ottawa local associations being the primie movers. The
plutiters tbroughout Ontario and tise maritime provinces have

been invited to coîtsider the qutestion, and an effotill be made

In hold a pieliminary meeting for organization in the near futucre.

Thbe Motîtreal associaion ai least appear to be desirous tbat the

proposed Canadian Associatioîn should affiliale wiib the National

Pluinhers' Assoiciation of the United States. To svh.t exterit

this feeling is sliared by the local associations in Toronto, St.
John, and elsewbere, bas not been learned.

REFERRING le the article on another page concerning tests

of fire-prtîîfing material made receîîîly ai Deseronto, sonsewhat

sintilar tests look place recently in Boston of several kinds of

wood wbicb had been rendered fire-proof by the injection of fise-

prooling compouands. TIse process consits of forcing by hy.

draulic pressurle a chcnîical solution toto tIse substance of the

wood or otber material. A strulctutre built of wîîod thus chei

cally prepared was blackened and carbonized 10 a depîb of ont-

half or brce-quarters of an insch, but otherwise remaincdl unim-

paired ,tnder tîte action of heal so intense as to nielt tht window

glass. Tîlere appeîirs to, be no doubt tbat wood thus prepared
will resist tht aiclion of fire, but tIse fact Ibat ils preparatton cosîs

from twenty.lisce In tliirty dollars per thotisand feet, is sotfficient

tii prevent tht process frora coming largely mbt use. Porous

terra colla, on the allier hand, is font only equally capable of te-

sisîing fire, but is likewise very moderato in cosi, and bas other

properties whlsi commend ils use in buildintg construction even

whtre il is nol required as a fireýproof mateiîl.

THE collapse of several large buildings in New York city

Cecently, resulting in the killing of a number of pertons, litas

drasyn public attention 10 the necessity for the proptC edîîcatîon

of arcbitects. In the case of one of the buildings referred to, a

lenemnent bouse on Orchard street, tht jury found the owner, tIse

ctîntracîor and the building inspector to be crinsinally negligent

in having used and alliîwed inferior material and workmanship.

Tht plans also were found In be seiiously defective, brick piers

n the basement being loaded to the extent of ninety tons 10 the

square fiolt, tehile the limit allowed bv Inor was but eight tons 10

the foot. Tht architect of tht building was practically unknosvn

in the professions. The jury oho investigateci tht circîleastances

in conneclion witb the collapse of the building close their report

as follows : "The mosl effcient check whlicb could be placed

upon practices of the kind olstcb bave led 10 Ibis disaster, would

be the licensing of aIl architects, who slîould be required to

undergo a tborougb examirtation as to their qualifications to
practise an art upon wbîcîs tbe lives of so many people depend."

Legislation of this cbaracler tht Ontario Association of Arcli-
tecîs bave been endtavoring for several years past 10 bave

placed on the statute books of tht Province of Ontario, and il is

10 be hoptd that their petition will be granted belte disasters

similar t0 ilsose obicb bave occurred in New York shaîl be oit-

tiessed in this country.
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