
THE CANADIAN MTLITARY GAZETTE

thought that it was critical, be honestly be-
Ieved if wvas critical, but what d-d hie do ?
This proclamation was issued by the re-
sident about Christmas time, and l>arlia-
ment was called on the second day of Janu-
ary. At that very tinie the hon. gentleman
should have asked Parliament for an appro-
priation. 1It is nlot a question of scare, it is
miot a question so much of the expenditure
of nioney, as it is a deliberaie wilfui violation
of a well*understood principle in the consti-
tut ion, that the representatives of the people
should govern the expendîture of money.
Sir, ibis is nlot the first lime that hon. gentle.
ine n have violate.i that feature of the consti-
tution. 1: wvas convenient for them to have
an Act of Parliament pissed whereby they
miight expend hundreds ùf thousands of dol-
lars by Orders in Council. We ail know that
the Government of the day have abused the
privileges whîch we gave themn of expending
the public money by Orders in Council. In
ihis cîse, 1 do flot suppose any Order in
Council was issued, but what do we find?
l>arliament met on 2nd January, the pan:c
%vas over long before this contract was en-
tered into, which wvas on the ý2nd or 3rd of
March. No panic exîsted then, and there
was no possible reason why the Government
should flot have taken Parliament int ils
confidence at that trne. There wvas no pos-
sible danger of creating any feeling in the
neighiboring republic or elsewhere, because
it is a notortous tact that our militiamen are
irnperfectly armed, that sooner or later new
arnis must be provided for them. So tbat
tlie excuse of the Minisýer of Justice that it
%vas on account of the critical condition of
affairs at that une fails to the ground be-
cause there wvas nothîng critical about the
position of affairs ihien. The crîsîs had
passed, the little ripple had gone over, the
storni bacd cleared awvay, srnall as it was.
So the reason for the action of the (;overn-
ment at that fimie ceased to exist. \Vhat
did hon. gentlemen opposite do ? There
%vas no hurry for buying these arnis then,
there is no burry for buying themi now.
\Vhat should have been done? This colonel
sent over to England miay be a very able
officer and a thoroughly rellable mian-I
know nothing about him-but instead of
consulting tbis officer alonte it was the duty
of the Governmient to have consulted, the
in litia officers of the country. The Govern-
ment had no right to take on themselves
the reeponsibi:izy of sending one man t0
England to involve tbis country in contracts
in the amount of $I,ooo,ooo Or $2000,000.
'lhey exceeded their power, nnd this indeed
is adnîîttedt by the Minister of usice. They
sent this officer te England to enter into
contracs w.thout hâvîng obtained the au-
thoritv of i-arlia ment ; the Minister bad flot
such autbority, that authority was vested
only in I>arliament, and so any contract
lit ide has been made wvubout tie authority
of law. The bon. gentleman says in excuse
of the Govetnment's action that a crisis ivas
on. 1 repeat that the criis had passed. I
assert tbat it was thec duty of the Govern-
int to have consulted the militia of Can-

ada. But this wvas nlot donc ; everything
W-1as carrîed out in the ollice of the Minister
of \lîlitia. This is the first information as
to the steps taken by the Government.
\Vhile 1 arn always willing t0 give the Min.
,,ter of Jus.ice credit for fairness and frank-
ness, because ever since hie lias occupied an
ohlticial pos-tion hie bis extended courtesy to
every one, and been appareotly frank and
desi1rotîs of doing what is righî, 1 tbink in
this case the hon. gentleman is somewhat
'lîsingenuous wben bie s.iys that it wvas the

crisis whicb impelled the Govertiment te act
as they have done. The hon. gentleman
further proceeded t0 excuse the Govern-
ment's action by stating that any announce-
ment that Canada was rearming ils volun-
teers migbt bave raised antagonism in the
minds of American statesmen. But that
reason faits to the ground wben il is re-
membered that in the Speech from the
Tbrone it was announced tht such sieps
were 10 be taken, and when we remember
that in February notice of the resolution
now under discussion was placed on the
Order paper. I submit that the reason
given by the bon. gentleman for the impro-
vident way in wbîch the Government have
acîed entirely faIls te the ground. There
was no reason for enteriiîg into this contract
wit.hout first getting tbe autboritv of Parlia-
ment. 1arliament wvas sitting, and it should
bave author;zed the borrowing of money for
tbe purpose of purchasing those aims. Ac-
cording t0 the action taken by bon. gentle.
men opp-)site Parliament would be called
sinîply to record the acîs of the Government.
Ail constitutional law and responsib;lity are
entirely ignored. The Government, upon
ils own responsibility, without the autboriiy
of Parliameut, undertakes to enter int con-
tracts invoîving millions of dollars, and thus
conmrnitsa direct violation of the constitution,
and commits an act which, if recognized by
Par.iament, viriualîy abrogates the powers
of Parliament as a representative body.
There is nîo use calling 2 15 members bere if
the Governiment of the day can uoon ils own
responsibility undertake to spend the taxes
of the people. The Govertiment is really a
commit-te of the House. They bave no
power unless authorized by l>arliament t0
spend one do«lar ni the public funds, and if
such funds are spent wvithout proper justi-
fication tbev come witbin condeminat on and
censure. In the case of an invasion of ibis
country no objection could be or wou!d be
taken, because aIl parties would do every-
îhing necessary te restse an attack. But no
invasion took place, there was no danger
of invasion ; the difflculty had pissed
away and peace prevaîled. But if there
was danger wvhere would we be ? H-ere wve
are in April, and we bave received no new
rifles. What wvould the so!d-ers have been
doing ? They wvouId have been igbting wvth
the old rifle. I think the Government by
their action have seriotisly violated the con-
stitution. Under aIl the circumstances the
(;overnment should be severely censured
and condemned by l>arliament. I believe
they will be condemned bv tlîe country at
large when the true facts beconie known.
This is not a tinie for unnecessarily embark-
ing the country in enormous expenditure,
for thousands of people are a: their wit's
ends t0 knowv how te meet their business
engagemen-s ; tbey are loaded dlown witlh
taxation, tbey are witbout markets, business
is prostrated and penple are for.unate who
are able to mnake end!s meet at the end of
tbe year, and many thousands and tens of
tbousands are in aciual want of the rneces-
saries of life. \'et at such a time as thib
Government are rolling up the public debt
by millions, increasing the annual expendi-
ture, and making il utterly impossible for
an incorning governmient to reduice taxation.
In four years no less than $i5,ooo,ooo have
been added to the public debt in adiuion in
an enormous ainount of taxation taken fromi
the peop'e. \et bon. gend0emen opposite
will dec-are ihat we are not spend-ng enough
money, that the public expendîture should
be 40,000c,000c. That no dcubt wvîll be the
amount ibis year, and our expenditure will

be so large that il will be necessary te bor-
row in the Englisb market $bO.ooo,ooo or
$î 2,000,000 t0 meet our obligations, and
during tbis year we shaîl no doubt add
millions te our public debt. This is a tîme
wben we sbould go slowly. Tbis is a lime
wben we should give the people of the coun-
try a chance to recuperate, a chance t0 get
upon their feet. This is a time wben we ex-
pect the Government of the country te belp
the people, instead of loading tbem down
by enormous increases to the debt of the
country. This Government seems te be
forgetful of tbe*r duty to the people. Tbey
seem 10t think that the money belongs te
them, tbat the stream from wbich they bave
taken it will keep on flowing, and that they
cati expend it as tbey tbînk proper, whetber
it be in the interest of the country or flot, so
long as it is spent in a way that will keep
themseîves in power. Sir, the conduct of
the Covernient should be condemned. [n
vioîating the constitution tbey are disregard-
ing the best interes's of the country, and 1
believe tbat when we appeal in a short finie
te the electorate, the people of Ibi s countiy
will declare in no uncertaîn voice, ibat the
Government bave beemi faie stewards in-
deed.

MR. Fo.s'î'EI-I wish t0 say jtîst a word
or two with reference t0 tbis. We have
been now about two bouts on ibis resolution.
[t has been very thoroughly discussed, and
we have been able t0 draw several conclu-
sions froni the tonte of the discussion wbich
bas taken place. There is other very im-
portant business, and if it is the intention of
bon. gentlemen opposite that ibis resolu-
tion shaîl not be passed, and the Govern-
ment shaîl flot be put in funds te keep its
obligation, why, we might as well recognize
that in lime and go on t0 some other busi-
ness tbat bon. gentlemen opposite will feel
disposed t0 allow us t0 do. The constitu-
tional ground was taken by the early speak-
ers in the debate, and urged wîîh a great
deal of force. To a great extent it was ac-
quiesced in by my hon. friend the Minister
of justice, but it is not unimportant to
britfly review the state of tbings as tbey
actually were, nlot as they app.!ar te us now.
The hon. gentlemen who bave spoken last
have diverged from the first argument, and
the ienber for WVellington (Mr. McMullen),
and the member for Lamb.on (Mr. Lister)
have left the ground of any unconstitution.
ality, and bave taken bold and strong
ground against any expenditure for the
militia at ail, Sn far as the armaments are
concerned. 1 bave no doub!, sir, that these
two hon. gentlemen largelv voice wbat is
the real sentiment of lion, gentlemen op-
posite, clothe il bowever mucb they may
under the constitutional garb. Very well,
sir, bere we are. In Decenîber of last year
a state of circumrstances arose, wbicb bon.
gentlemen opposite are quite at liberty now
10 discount as barmless tail.îwisting, and
the lîke of that. It was not so considered by
the people of ibis country. It was flot so
considered by the people of Great Britain,
and I do nom think ibere is any circumstance
that bas taken place within my memiory, at
least, in connect ion witb wbîcb fee'ings wvere
drawn se tensely between the different rnem-
bers of the great Anglo-Saxon world as they
were during D.-cember of lasi year. At that
tie the ;overnment was here and the lPar-
liament- was not. And, acting as in an
eînergency, theGoverninent thought il would
flot be doing its duty if it dîd flot take imme-
diate steps to put the militia of this country,
s0 far as arms and armainents were concern-
eci, int a state of efficiency for whatever


