
THE TRÛE WITNE SS'IND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.
Ail the great bulwarks of Constitutional liboerty

existed then. 'Were not the independence of the
judiciary and trial- by jury of Catholin origin ? It
was only after the Reformation that successful at-
tempts were made ta tamper with the liberty of the
subject. It wvas only in the time of Queen Elizabeth
that members of Parliament were arraigned ta an-
swer for the speeches they made there. In the days
of Edward the Third, the judges feit thermselves
aggrieved for being asked their opinion of a case
before they took cognizance of it in tiheir judicial
capacity.

The principle of municipal government, as distin-
a'uishied from the centralisation noiw established i
Ôentinentl Europe that municipal goaernnent whiichî,
next ta representafion, is one of the most important
features of our institutions, w'hich maikes a govern-
ment powerful and a people happy, wvas also of
tncientand Catholic origin? Sa miuch wras this the

-case, and sa confidently did the people lean upon the
Church, that the charters of their liberties ivere pre-
served in the cathedrals, and tvice every year in
those ages, when newspapers ivere unknovn, and
books rare, their contents were read ta the assembled
mnultitude, tlhat all might know ithe law, and knowing,
observe it. it is remariabo that ire find it laid don
in the books of these days, that cofessors should ba
scquainted iith the charters, in as mnuch as it wvas their
duty to enquire from their penitents, whletlher they hiad
ruarefuîlly complied rith their provisions.

You moay look abroad, and I would ask ibat im-
portant principble of liberty do iwe now possess
which dons not date back to Catholic tiies ?

But bow did Catholie England obtain these insti-
tution's' It is a remîtarkable fact, tat sa long ago as
the days of St. Gregory-the Pope who sent Au-
gustine ta preach the faith in England-lie pointei
out ta his pupil, for such in fact Augustine was-the
suiperiority of English institutions over those of other
nations. from ithe fact that tiose other nations had
heieo comparatively civilisedi wlen Christianity was
introduced, and thleir institutions were merely modilledi
to suit it. But England was barbarous before hier
conversion, and lier institutions iwere (founded whollyi
iipon the spirit of Christianity, pronulgated upon bher
shoîres. Hence I arn even justified in saying, that if
a difference existed between the civil institutions of
continental nations and those of England, Catholicityi
îs justly entitled to claim the whola credit.

Wien we compare modern ith ancient civilizationJ
mariy points of difference vil present themselves--1
but we will see on examination that the superiority of i
hic lormer is entirely due ta Christianity. It iras ini
consequence of Christian principles implanted deeply
iii thei mninds of men, which entrrined themisel ves around
tieir institutions, that the barbarians iwho invadedi
Europe were ciilized and elevated. Tbis great
object iras effected in the first place by the supertority1
of Christian doctrine regarding fthe nature ofi mati,
and his dignity as such.

In ancient systeis of governinent man was merely
cunsidered as a member of thp community, and bis1
value estimted in proportion to Lih ability to aid iii
inaintaining or acquiring power. If he wras not consi-i
dered usefuliii this respect he was 'lespised. Hence,1
the Spartans put ta death ail chiliren whose physical1
organization was defective, since they could never bo
useful members of society, as then constitutei; and,t

ntace, ire find? that in the present age, in China,1
children who are cripples, or whose services are not
required, are exposed by their parents to die by the
road side with the same indifference they would display
ti casting away a superiluous brood of cats or dogs.2

But, in the eye of Christianity, man assuined a
more glorious aspect. He is a creature redeemed
hy the blood of Jesus Christ, destined to enjoy the i
blessings of 1-eaven, and thus raised higlier than hea
'aold be by any political organization.

The Christian doctrine is a levelling one-notm
levelling in the radical stasene of the term, by takingi
away fromi one man a portion of what lie possessedE
and giving it ta another ; but by showing ta ail men1
the relative insignificance of temporal things, and by
teaching that though one man might be temporarily
above another, in the eyes of God ail are equal. Ail
have the same rights as menmbers of the great fanilye
of Jesus Christ, baptized with the saine water, fed atc
the same holy table, and ail advancing ta the samej
glorious end.

Thouaugh one might wear a crown and another labor -
to obtain bis daily bread by the sweat of bis brow,1
these are but empty distinetions, when the end of cach
'vas the same. Nay, poverty and a lowly condition1
become preferable, since the Saviour, irhom they
aulored, bad selectei that position in society as bis oin.a

But Christianity lid not merely elevate man, she
directed him, by announcing to him with power the 
brw of God. She toid rulers that their power was ac
trust from God, of which they should give a strict(
:ccount, just as every other man must give an ac-z
count of every gift entrusted ta him. She told ailf
that theyo ust make the law of God the rule Of their
actions and must sa deport themselves as ta prepare
Io appear before an all-seeing judoge, from whose eyesc
nothing, nat aur very thoughts, cao Le hid. She held
up Gaod evry> where at the samne tine a Lard andi
Master, a Father andt Judige.

I{avig proclaimedi withî pawer thec responsibility
of ail, the Catbolic Çhurch arnounces ta (hem their
dutties, nat merci>' in a general. way, but as appiied toa
.eaelh ont ln his particular situation, andi (bus strives,
anrd, te a great extant, always succeeds [n making the
iowi ai Gaod the controlling power in sociaety.

The great source ai Cathohe inßuence, hoawever,
arisas fromn the fact that she acts an mon b>' lier
;mstitutions. Abstract teacinug meay ho usaful but the
sphere af ifs action [s necassarily' limitedi andi epho-
nierai. - It is b>' embodyiog.,her toaching and lier
spirit in living institut.ioos (bat (ho Cathalic Churchb
lias brought home ta ail, andi driven deeply' iota pub-
ie feeling (hase principles whiichu she [aculcatoed.

It ras tius she tauglit the nât&o.'eGÒo 'and the
sublime mysteries that show forth,:te tresures of
Fis love. The nysteries of Christianity are set
forth in the beautiful variety of ber ceremonies and
lier ever recurring -festivals. Christian dignity and
the equality which religion teachès are noiw noiiere
taught more forcible than when shé in4ites us t cmtne
and partake together of the body and.blobd of Jesus
Christ, under the inystical veils of thè Êucharist.

When the Monarch. and the peasant knelt at the
same altar-when the serf and bis master partook of
the saine communion, iwliat niist have been teir
mutual feelings? Instead of seeing a slave, the
master behéld a brother-an leir to tie same pro-
misesof eternal bliss !Thus, the ains which had
bound the slave fell from himbu,as the mist is dissipated
by the rising sun.

The authority of the la of God and the responsi-
bility arising under it, are nowhere set forth so pow-
er'fully as in the Sacrament of penance, to which ail
are required to approach to obtain pardon for sin.

That Sacrament, so much derided by our opponents,
made eaci one examine himself before God irhethier
ho had acted in conformity writh the law, and if he
violated its provisions seek pardon, by eideavoring to
complyi with the conditions'required b' the Almighty.
It ias thus Well calculated to impress on ail, and to
keep alive a deep sense of duty. It iras humiliating
to ha sure, but the humiliation arose only from a con-
sciousiess of guilt, whicli iras the resuit of repentance.
It shoved in God a Father ready to receive bis
erring children, but orlyafter sincere repentance, and
a firi determination t sintioir more. One uninluenc-
ed by his passions and acting under the respônsibility
of a minister of God, ivas called upon to pronounce on
the sinner's snterity, to correct any error whiéh self-
love might have created, and to pronounce the sen-
tente of absolution only when the requirements of
God's law lînd been trfly satisied.

Public opinion, te wich men, now, sp confiently
appeal, and on which they lay so inuch stress, thogh
frequently a fruitful source of crime, w-as thus power-
fully influenced, and as far as this influence estendtd
made a bulvark of morality.

It vas by these thing's that the nations of Europe
wrere brought bock to civilization. Restraining pow-
er ithin proper' limits, and giving it a sacred charac-
ter when acting w-ithin its proper spiere: making the
dignity of maon fet, and shtowing tluis to be terived
fromn divine grace ; speaking to hin fearlessly and
binging home to limn a knowlendge ofi lus duty, the
type ai CIrisian civilization was formed and impress-
ed on ftle nations. Scorninîg to do wrong, or omit
what was right; wrilling to obey what iwas larfulrbit
always despising whnat huad no claim but brute force;i
indepiendence ivithout pride, obedience vithout faiwnu-
kg, and respect for the rights of others became the
principles which men aimed at adopting, and w-hen
they did not adopt them they paid then the homage1
of at least wishing ta appear to adopt them.1

When nations are once civi à ied is CoIliparatively
easy to transport their institutions elsewSlre. It is
easy for a ian (o go forth into the wilderness, and
taking ivith in a knowledge of those institutions in
the enjoyment of weic he has spent hiisboyhood, to
foundti new States. But this was not the task which
Catholicity undertook, and accomplislhed. Civiliza-
tion lad been swept aiay by the savage bordes that
hai invaded Europe. They found their broad swords
stronger than the empires whichthey overthrew.-
Their position mas iwal] calculated to makIce thera
despise the learning, the habits, and the institutions,
as well as the power of the vanquished.

It was under these circnunstance bthat Catiolicity
came, bearing with it the cross, civilization, newi
institutions and that fledness of purpose, gentleness,
and irtue, which characterise the Christian religion.
Notwithstandng many instances of barbarismr existing
at the saie tine, whic haove been and will be found
in aver' age, those who bebeld wbat tbat religion bas
effeted for the cause of civilisation and freedom,
before any other existedi, must admirre what bas been
done, and give her the glory othe great work ne--
complished.

Some maintain tbat the British constitution, whici
served for the foundation of ours, was a coniplicateti
comabination of artificial checks and balances-was,1
in fact, a systein of the most re£ined ingenuity.

For ny part, I regard it as a model of sinplicity,
and to this very fact I consider its stability attributa-
ble. For after ail, its essence is but that spirit of
justice which recoguizcs the rights and duties of the
King and .the Commons alike, which prevents One
from taking what belong to t e other, and insures to
all the possession of their proper share. As the whole
nation could not assemble to consult as ta ihat was
their interest, or what theyr oulr contribute ta the
common weal, the various coinînunities found it ne-
cessary to depute individuals to attend a general
assembly for the purpose. Without tis tley couldi
have had no real share in controlling the result. It
was from titis the representative system lad its origin.

Under the system by which Rome was governed
one city was supreîe, and though the limits of the
empire werie evry ta>' enfended until they embracedi
the wbale civilized wrldit knowrn at that day, thre
inhabitants acquired rights anly' by-baemg mate ti..-
zens af Rame. Nominally,- anti b>' a fiction ai Ian-
(bey bottine cit izens, yet those oin-lia hoiet witb-
ini the w-alls a? the city r-eau>' pessessed paower.--
Justice n-as thuns vioantd anti as a consequonce what
Lad been but iras overturned ; wheore just ideas pr-e-
rail, fictions tan nerer satisfy' tînt reasou of' mankinud,
anti hante it iras necessary' La introduce the system ofi
representation.

This important featura ai modern libierty is thius
whol>' duo to a deep stnse ai justice abiding in theo
nation, ta a sentiment irhich nothing can croate or
presorve sa fully as a religion (bat tan act an society

Someî pay demiandi ai me, why> if, as I assetd, theo

c)
a'

institutions of bis country were nearly identical with My religion does not teacli nie that gond nets n>'those of Catholi Engiland, bave we not the barons, not be performed by those who do nb ebolng te ha.
the nobles, and kings of wmwnnne read se much in fold. It taught me the very reverse. .ef tho e rCar0
Catholic days?-yon.have them not, mercly because lic religion worked on, a people, it .rrk b ait
they did not cross the ocean. institutions, and as all religions presorved byrne i

As a distinguislied writer of the present day lias these, I rwould do injustice ta mysel fnrrel sm o
said, vith great propriety, " kings or nobles did not others, if I sait·tliey hai no good reaainieg.l But I
enigrate, ot the commons merely," and hencé e hope tiey will pardon me if I boldl>'allud a go ut
have the institutions peculiar ta the British commons. I consider the inherent defects of tho ystopposat
When the abuses o royalty matie its representatives ta Catholicity.
be sent home, and thie men of the revolution were The first is that they produce no good b>' tîl,callod on te creante another power ta bind the Colo- fectures in which they differ from ours. whoster.
nies into one body, it was but natural.that one should good they accomplished was accompîishe b>'tee
be created homogeneous witb those with which they principles and institutions which we hold in Cotinon
arc familiar, and the Union. as n-ell as tho States Private judgment is said taoe an ennoblingt(la
became thus consolidated under the forns of a de- trine. For mny part, I can set no such qualil i itl
mocratic republic.-.But these institutions se far from The point of difference on this subject between Catho
differing from those congenial to the spirit of Catho- lies and hait opponents amounts merelytotthis: Wheu
Ictyharmonise witb it in h fullet manner. doubts arise regarding the meaning o Scripture, or ai sot>setpotithe eoleo rea r nte ta which the teachings of Scripture do not el-amne suppose that tho peaple ai former tiays were tond. Thes question in put,"14 s thora any Matie b>'entirely unacquainted with the great principles of which the doubt can be saivid-isthere any auîmoriy
liberty whicb are now our boast. Yet St. Thomas established by God by wvhich. the controvers>' no>'buof Aquin whose writings are used in Catholic semi- decided ? Catholics say there is; Protestants tan
naries, and have properly exercised more influence -Where the real teaching of Scripture is ascerta
upon the minds of the pupils than those of any other there is tnc dispute reinardig the obligation Ofadoptin
man.-St. Thomas, a monk of the middle ages, dis- it. That doubts existed regobrding its nitiningumfe gen nanifest. Of the opinions put forwnard on any pointcussp.d the monts oai cecisysteof aigaoement, oriiyane con banne. Anti PratastcntismtClsusteu
and, conceding ta each the nerit to which it wnas le no solution a the difficulty, vha h one rusi the,
entitled, came ta the conclusion that a Republican iheare to his own view of the s~ubject, true orustae. Nd
was the most perfect. other light bas been provided by Go. And Nhisis

Eren ivhe-e kingly goveraments prevni], the gene- private judirment.
ral doctrine of Catiolic theelogians is, that the What is iluereinthis destitntion-in this abecenco o
manarch tieries bis paer fram the peaple, and light, that can be corsidored ennobling ?iWhen theinoarc deive bi pore frm te popl, ad ainn wha[s saak'ing bis Ina>' toa ea cireeorneswoui forfeit it, when grossly abused. This w-as theanawosseekm his wa to a distant home, coer
doctrine of St. Thomas, the a n angel of the sc-ools."arenos (haro Estne tiha iher
It was taught and defended by Bellarmine. Suerez must choose fur himself-b iindapendnn
teches i as the "general doctrine of tleologians," a word, his private judgment? Yet this, after ail.
anid ably defends it against James I. of England. is the proud position claimed for man b>'Protestanism
Janies asserted that the power of the monarch came the position which we are told is tire sour ic of th
inmedintely frorn Gad, wbile Suarez showed that it greatness af Protestant nations.

banfitai ic eope, If Protestants hava dlonc -thoir rahanie-as non chah:came frein, and iras held for, (he benefit of the people, y ave-inprseriin theinstituions athreceuntr.and wras forfeited when it was abused to a degree ta hiave b>' mons refthe eCadral idoctuines vhieci tiry,'
make its longer tenure operate against their interests. have preserved, for most of their positive dortrinotsare
He scouted the idea thîat kings could not be deposed, Catholie, and the greater part of thosa which wereont
and I have already shown ho w in Catholie England are now repudiated, and if ratainied would but conri-
that doctrine lad not only been taught but enferced. bute ta the degradationof ran.

Lt us look at (ho institutions wnhich have grown The denial of free ill was formerly a dcetrine that
hoseProtestantis made its own, and which Luther inculrTp ia titchclrai, batveanrhizb aadi unai (hase catati, (eaching us ta cosider rman as a hanse ii'hit:h

existing in the civil fovernment there will be ho- matd go as ils ridertivilis, guideti ab ori tidevilserved a strikingresemblance. The great republican as tho case may be. I need not teli you that fora
principles, that ail should be guided by law, thatmrîerit [time the doctrine of free will was denici by Protest-
alone should be the rad t preferment, that power ants, and of ail the actually beneficial doctrines wivichl
is only a trust for the beneit of the governed, are they profess, I d not know of a single ona which iwas
noiwiere inculcated more, nor more effectually es- not tanght, in all its fullness, in the Catholic Chorch.
forcemd than in thegovernment of the long bfre Protestantism bad an existence.forct (hn [ntht arermeofo? (a Cahol T hei noxc îîing 1i.-vould sso>'in ibis conneetisin je
Chureh. Nay, I have no hesitation in saying that tua Protesantism is caîraak red on y ch n omany of our wisest laws are derivei fron those of for so far from preserving society, ilt coultd n even
the Church. According ta Catholie principles it is preserve itself. Let us examine ils position through-
true, the authority of her pastors does not come from out the world. I mill not say morl y that intidlit-
the peoplo, yet every' neligiors oier [s a republic, and indifferentism have deprived it of moany nembera
irimcih elects its own oficers, even its Superior. Many soldiers fall 'evon in the armies of Godt, andman- passei aver ta the enemya ven from the house-fln.5 5 ar-e gairarnot b>' Bishaps, butt(hic aws holaîr! aUbebnc. Bt iank at t h nrchas themeslver.directing tieir gn"orannt -e Wate dcSnor P T vie trienuretnes rtooci>' descendehro tso of te e-
laws of the Church are zealously directed against formers. Sue where they bave gane in carrying o
crery mode of acquiring office or onor, except that the work beguan by their founders.
of merit.--Natural succession ls necessarily excluded, Look in thi first place ta continental Europe. Yon
and arbitrary preferment made almost impossible. will find few, very few- Protestants remaimnng ther,

I do not hesitate ta say tbat the rules of the coin- who rtain an> vestige ai what [ this iatitudo i;ould
cils a id of the other deliberative assemblies in the htdoenaeme essaetiat h ristianiyfelingsbutthose
Church, contain many valuable bints for the direction of regret. lMuch as t condemn Pratestantis in any
of ali such bodies. Yet ler governnent by thase is shape, I must necessarily look with e.treme regret on
the normal state of things, whici she adopts ail over those of its forms which deny.the divine cîraracter of
Christendon, wherever she is free. An I not justi- the Releemor of the world. People May call these
flied then in saying that a synmpathy for this govern- Unitarian and caim them ta be considared as Christian
ment, founded on analagous principles and usages sects. Fer ty paît, I cannot cansider them as deserv-
must exist in every Catholie hoeart? iv the ahommiansnsitored Christ as a gre

Every one will admit the importance of rehgiOn teacher, na> as a prophet second onlyI to Mahommed.
for the governnent of society, since ail know if it They give hin a higher place than ma iy of our im-
ivere iwitdraNru, the mainspring of tie vast machine dern sectaries, who ish ta be called Christians.
wio'uld be broken. Constitutions woulhd be but as I met not long ag a book of travels in the United
chafi before the iind. Laws iwill be swrept away -States wriitten by a Frenchmran. Ho says that rerry
whrever a sense of duty and tht force of moral man in this country must go ta some churchn, must
obligation are not enIbedded deeply in the bosom of profess some religion-hose, he says, n-ho caro about
society. This truth wyill explaiE the originof those none call themselve s Unitarians. This minay e tou

socrt>'. Thisfn-do ml exiaisthtar-iin c th se svera, but [nu n certain soniso il expresses a toiis-
convulsions, which ire lnve lately witnessed. Men "Feelings indignation mnig hta6exesea tr
have succeededi a plucking front the hearts of the entirely ram myself regarding the condilin aoit thn
multitude a love of religion-ia masy cases evun a Protestant Churches. I terefore, prefer quoting from
religious belief ras banished. But mas is oot a an authority which I thin k will have wii'.iht wah m
are machine. Unless bis actions are governed by audience, vithouit beirng liableta the suspiuiona u!

the laws of God, bis institutions wiii be like buildings wishing to triumph over whbat he relates.
erected ou the sand, wvhich willIse swept away bt .iold in mny hand a book writtern by an hpiecopa-

fIaseni,;rhcliirlI ia rvji(air>'b> t' cliait clergyman ai respectbla standing lun(iris eouutryý
torrent. We bave seen this efIcted, within the la a mie ri!info anerly been a Presbytania tdivine. ou r
fe months i France, by the had of one man, and! but fair to say hut tha eboohk is written ta give [i ret-
such ill be the fate of ail governmients in the hearts sons for passing frornmioe church ta the other. Bu
of whose people religion is not firmly implanted. whatever wa may thirki of his inferences, I cannut b&

The religious traieing necessary for this is Imparted liere there ca be any serions mistake as tofarts in a
it peculiar eicacy by the Catholic Church. She book put forward under uch oircumstances. TIe bock

does not mena' announrce ler doctrines ani ber pre- [is caompilaion of articles written for anid pubishud
(Ilis nt ierel acLoiice ltr octine an be lie-[n tie Nain Vor(Yrurckm mn ima or' throa rtatir;)-mcepts. She embodies them,as Ihave alreadystated, 1<¡[s entitied y dAPreshytenisi Clergyniari aookinrg for

mii institutions iwhicl brint (hem bone ta all ages, ail thechurch."
classes otnakes them siuk deeply ito our very nature TThis gentleman tells us that in 1838 when iea
anDI thus at trying noments, as well as in the days o in Geneva, thounti be was then a Presbyterian ie bail
prosperity, they exercise a powerful inuence ar the founi it diftienTt te reronaile [t ta tis eonscieneda

approach the communion table in the Cithuin mhicira in ui nden th( e reat. pricila alvin had forme preachet. Tic aut ior alodel

alludied, the Cathalic Churchdl las placet modern tampon>arrbthr aeàero ymnho ugî tr ueel sn
society' ii its present position, whicth nothuiag, except expression, "(that the ohurcht 10 Geneva ira! exaeedad
a ceonvulsion, such as overthrew- thre Reman empire, che limita wihi wicir a cirurchu cantinuas tri be a
can destroy'. I wril! net untartake to say', that, un ohurcht ai Christ," and!«"with a conscience h tdoubt not,
fthase Limas, omany' and flagrant abuses bave not bacc as clear as my> owna in the erpsita direciou lie iiouldi
coumited b>' persans connected with (ho Church. nef, anti did not commune.
To claim an exemnption frein thease,mwould be te claim The authar ni! nlot mention this clergymn onmre
more than Jesus Christ himself lias promiised, fer HLe but ha evidenti> ailuto tDr. Potts, oa ork.ic

didnotsaytha scnda wuldceae. t wll lwas-as usedi as a theolooeical text bock [n tha University'
exist. Crimes wil aiways ho. But (ha glary" ai ai, I balieva, Je. ha author's namne w-as Wugeher-
Catholicity' romains undimmned. It gees steadily- on, tan, ani! e.n id.ea aifrhis systemu anti principles ma:y he
cati speaks neo ich langunge a? passion; but it is gatheredi firom the faollowin saclment: .
a lighnt shin[ng [n the dorknesa ta showr man lis iray' Ho woId takre Up a certain dogma, thaiai o Tri-

ee en hei not i[lling te foallow it. - omry fan instance, and idevote several artice tra iof
Let me ob understood a.s saying thot nothing tira Oit Ttom on ia bjei la aîiit Ia

gond can, ha nccomnplishuei! except b; Cathelicit(y. ai the irritera in thie nw. ln (iris ariple' wouiit iwe


