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'FHE IJf4r/d has had a series of sensational articles
concerning the newly established Political Union

Club of this city, and the growth of annexation senti-
nient. The tone of its utterances is a sufficient testi-
mony to the reality and importance of the agitation.
Until lately the Ioyalists loftily affected to pooh-pooh
the whole business, and treat it %vith silent contempt as
the fad of a few busybodies and notoriety-scekers. Ail
of a sudden the Word has swung round to the opposite
extreme, scents annexationism everywhere, predicts
bloodshed if the discussion of the subject is allowed,"
and calis on the authorîties to put detectives on the
track of those suspected of being annexationists.
Obviously, if the traitors are anything like so numerous
as the Uorld declares, it would require Pinkerton's
wçhole arrny to take care of theni. ls the World nian
hiniseli a traîtor, seeking an excuse to bring a horde of
foreign mercenaries into the country for the overtlirow
of our institutions? The Ottawa Government had bet-
ter make hini a Cabinet Minister at once, be ore the
thiaig gocs any farther.

00l,ISH as the HWor/-d's utterances
are, to do it-4ustice we do not sup-

M pose th at therc is a single member
of its staff, froni editor down to

the freshest reporter, who is capable in
bis individual capacity of making such a
superlative ass of himself as the paper
lias done editorially in its loyalty vapor-
ings and thrcats of violence to ail and
sundry who dare to discuss Canada's
future. The proprietor, wvith a sbrewd
eye to the main chance, is simply will-
ing to trade on the narrotv-nindedness
and prejudices of a large but fortunately

decreasing elernent, who pride themselves on their old-
fogyism and who retain the ideas and traditions of tt~e
eighteenth century. The ascendancy of such survivais
of the medioeval epoch is one of the penalties of living
in a colony.

N 0 intelligent person in these days-unless hired to

inviolable institution. Divine right is an cxploded
notion. Governrnent exists niercly as a public' conveni-
ence, by the conisent of the governe.. There is no
more sacredness attaching to it than to a bank, an in-
surance conîpany, a trade union or any other association
of nmen for practical business purposes. Any citizen of
any country bas a perfect right to urge upon his fellow-
citizens changes in thcŽ forai or scope of the gover.imcnt,
a transference of the sovereignty fromn one governaent
to another, or the abolition of ail groverrnment whatever.
And any one who denies hlm that righit, or seeks to in-
terfere with hlm in its exercise does flot know the mean-
ing of the word "liberty," and is unfit for citizenshîp
in a free country. If it wilI give any satisfaction to the

W ord, wc arc perfect>' willing to admit that there are
any number of Amnericans just as superstîtious, as nar-
row-iided and as prone to bow down and worship
the Flag fêtich as the niost besotted of Canadian loy-
alists.

1T is true also that a century or so ago in England peo-
ple were hanged for talking treason when they

expressed dissatîsfaction with the reigning dynasty.
Yes, and thousands of poor old women were burned for
witclicraft and nmen strungy up at every astizes for shecp-
stealing and siimular offences. The class of people for
whom the lVorld caters are just about on a par as regards
conimon sense, enlightenmient and humanity, with those
wbo perpetrated sucb acts cf savagery in the naie of
justice.

T HE extent to which the consumers of this country
arc robbed by the protected industries is shown by

the recent action of the Dominion Cotton Milîs Coni-
pany-the combine which owns ail the cotton ils in
the country-whicb has decided to water its capital to
the extent of ninety-five per cent. The object of this is
to conceal froni the public the extent of its profits. If
the company acknowiedged paying twenty-five per cent.
dividends to it sharehoiders, even a Tory could realize
that hie was being plundered by the cotton barons. But
by calling into existence by a stroke of the pen $1,35,000
of new 1«<capital,>' and div iding it Up anmong the stock-
holders in the ratio of their present holdings, the osten-
sible rate of dividend is reduced, and in case the public
compiain of higli prices or the cmnployecs of Iow wagcs,
the subsidized organs of the monopolists can point out
that the cornpany realize only twelve per cent. or so on
their investment. It is an oid dodge, but there arc still
plenty of people who can be fooled by i-.

THERE is serious trouble ahead for Sir John Thonip-Sson over the Roman Catholic dernand for remedial
legislation in Manitoba. Mr. Chapleau, wbose retire-
ment from the Ministry to accept the Quebec Licut.-Gov-
ernorship bas been announccd, intinmated in a speech at
Hochelaga tbat a refusaI of the Ultramontane demand
would re open the wbole question of Confederation. Dr.
Lachapelie, the newly elected Tory member .for 'Hoche-
laga, took occasion to intiniate bis entire subserviency ta
the dîctates of the clergy. He deserves credit, at least,
for bis frankness. These people bave, at ail events, the
courage of their opinions, and in this respect set a
worthy exaînple to, a lit of shifty, weak-kneed and truck-
ling Ontario politicians of both parties, who, while pro-
fessing a belief in equal rights, are ready to sacrifice their


