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Ritualism, without over giving his people a
single good word for The Churchitself, Hence
the young people on leaving this purish goover
wholosale to Dissent, mostly to tho Plymouth
Brethren, and I tind that hardly any of tho
choir boys huve heen baptized, though attond-
ing the Church Sunday school from infuncy.
The Church Catechism is not allowed to be
tuught, and most of the teachers are DBaptists,

] find these hoys intelligent lads, vory ready
to learn, and severul of them huve asked meo to
commence an ovening class for thom. This iy
an appoul 1 cannot resist, and I should like a
book to LEND, if possible, to one of 1nese luds,
who, I four, will leave the Church definitely
very soon if I eannot find something suitablo to
induce him at loust to wait.” ‘

Our correspondent here directs attention toa
matter which Churchmon of all shados of
opinion must contiler most unsatisfuctory. We
beliove that it will be found that the mere de-
nunciation of error is not conducive either to
individual advancement in spiritual life or to
tho progross of The Church, Certainly, in deal-
ing with tho young, the most effective mathod
is to teach powitively what the Clirvistinn faith
is, and leave to u lurgo extont the negativesido
to tako caro of itselt. Our experienco i, that
when The Church's doctrines and practices are
taught fully, clearly, and discreetly, many even of
those outside the pale of The Church are not slow to
perceive thefr agreement with dloly Seripture ; but
if' room is loft tor doubt vr uucortinty regard-
ing Hor teaching, important differoncos will
arise, and in tho end many of the most rincere
and spiritunlly-mindod will stray from Her
Communion.

ON VISITING IN A PARISIL

Thore are many theories in rogard to the
abovo, and a clorgyman will senreely thank
anyoune for foroing upon his notice auny new
theory. livery clergymun has a constitution of
his own, and his mode of visiling should bo in
accordance with bhis constitutional ability.
But it should bo borne in upon the minds of the
clorgy that though in praciico most of this
clorieal work sooms to huvo no lino of clouvayo
or any fixity todivide it from ordinary social
culls, (for porlm‘)s thuir own consciones will
toll them thut unless thoy sro so constituted us
to be of nn eminontly social nature, they do
muko a ditforonce in the mauner of their call
with this and that parishioner,  This is essen-
tinlly wrong, and it will bring about in its own
time ils own vvil consequences), yot there is a
distinetion, and o very marked one indeed, be-
tweon tho Lwo,

Apart from the religions napeet of tho quos-
tion—if wo can call it n question at all—look at
it from its rosultunt effect, und any one with
ordinury disoretion will suy that if it is impos-
siblo for n clorgyman not to morge his paro-
chial oalls into sovinl eally, he had bottor not
visit nt all until ho lonrns to be able to do xo,

Tho writor of this haas had experionee both in
oity und country visiling, aud he is ablo to say
thut this wtate of ufluivs finds no greator fre-
quonoy than amongst Chureh of England coun-
try clorgy, purdculurly in Canuda, 1 should
try to make my moeaning cloar, howovor, beture
making tho coustruction 1 wish to mako on the
foregoing, A clorgyman is now, fur instance,
visiting one of his humblor peoplo who perhaps
give littlo, if anything, for his support, e
stays u short time, and as i3 the country cus.
tom, his visit as o paroohial call is loat sight of,
and it takes on » socinble phuaso. (Well every
country clergyman knowa what I mean)) In
short he ix nsked to stay and tuke a moal which
is in tho course of being got reudy. The ¥ om-
inontly” sociable purson will stay, but the
dainty or fastidions ono will pload an oxcuse,
and evontually it happous that a good supporter

of tha Cburch will have him for tea or whatever
monl it is. Here too he finds his more in-
telligent society gonerally, and these learn by
succossive oxperiences of this kind to be the
soeiul as well us ecclesiastical tyrants of his
little purish, und woe betide the ¢ independent”
ecclestustic who dares take charge of that
sphere it he does not recognize tothe fullest ex-
tent the dignity of this oligarchy.

We cun quite understand the sufficiently
lonaly lifo of u country clergyman leading him
to seck vome socicty, at any rate the best he
can find in his purish ; but that is not the pur-
pose for which he was appointed, or at least he
should not for any selfish comfort popendize
the standing of his noble Church, nnd make the
succession of incumbents dependont, as it so
often happens, for their comfort upon the
liking of the few who had been always accus-
tomed to be lovked up 1o by their predecessors.
Wero thoso poor and humble parishioners-given
tho attention the others obtained, by foreo us it
wero or mere chanco, they woull do as much,
(God lenows, perhaps more, and with the greator
blosing fullowing their work,

Wo hear of the decadence of the Church of
Englund in the country districts, though she
grows in tho city; the Mixsion Fund growing
lo=n instead of more, Young men newly or-
dained are sent into tho country distriots, and
thero they sorve, one might say, thoir appren-
ticeship, Itis a common thing for an appron-
tico to spoil much of his Master's work, and no
doubt in Canudn it inkes somo time to dis-
tinguish practically between social ard paro-
chiul enlls; and even bofore ho is sometimes so
fortunuto us 1o fnd It out, he is heols over hoad
in love with one of his parishioner's fair
daughters, One umble country mission—eluven
yours Jounded—is in the writers mind now,
whore two of tho missionaries foll victims,
unother brought a nowly married wife, and one
lost his wile by death, and the latter was ‘¢ ox-
truded” Locunso he was not likod, so that the
tradition of the place iy that no single cleryy-
man is allowed to leave it without taking one
ot his fuir parishionoers with him,

As I snid bofore, the rule s new clorgyman
should ndopt is not to visit at all unjess he ean
do so and at the saumeo time clevate the
stundard, It is ubsurd to say that one's con-
grogntion will bo doplated if a visit is mado at
stated intervals, say of four months, Tho
writer finds that his congregution ure not do-
pleted, though thore have beon murmurings in
regard to his not doing what his predecessor
did, und i bus had a your of troublo,

BIBLE STUDY.

While it is true that in recent years there has
heon o marked increase of thestudy and invesii
gation of Goud’s Word among scholars and
theologinnsg, nt tho sanme time, on the othor
hand, there has beon less uttention given to it
by poople in genoral, The rush and burry of
lif., tho insatinble domands of society, and
ospecially tho flood of current superficial litera-
turo, huve allowed the dust to settle on many a
Biblein m. ny a home. It may bo said that a
person who claims to be an intelligont member
of sacioty caunot ‘afford for his own reputation
to be wholly ignorant of the Bible,and also that
tho Bible furnishes informution concerning the
history of tho human race and & knowledge of
human nature not clsewhoro to be fouud, yet
these are not tho grounds upon which the Book
of books cluims our attention. It is the revela.
tion of God's will and ways to men, aud, there-
foro, is thoe firat, the chiefand the hizhest study
that con ongage both the mind and the heart.
There is u fact of aimost universal experienco
that the moro ono reads and studies the Bible
it steadily gmms in profound iuterest, and be-

comes more and more aflame with a divinelight
that lightens that which is best and highest in
us.—The Church News. .

RUBRICAL NON-CONFORMITY.

To the Editor of Tne CHURCH GUARDIAN ;

Sig,—Your issue of Tth March contains an
extract from the charge of the Bishop of An-
tigua on Rubrical Conformity, in which the
Bishop refers to a practice which has crept into
his diocese, by which some clergymen at the
administration of the Holy Communion with-
hold the Cup from the hands of the laity, and
take it upon themeelves to guidé the Cup to the

lips of each communicant ; und your own com-
ment on this vivlation of a plain order is that
the custom is prevalent also in Canada. The
writer was surprised to learn that such a cus-
tom could be suid to be prevalent anywhere,
but is forced now to conclude that the viola-
tion of the rubric is more common than he hud
dreamed of, though his own mind had pre-
vious y been unsettled by a similar disregard of
the rubric regulating the ordinance. The
writer, in the course of a long life, had dimly
heard now and again of this modern fad of
sham reverenco, which occasionally some
drenmy, pretentious cleric was said to practice,
but he bad never met with an instance of that
irregulurity until lnst autumn, when it hap-
poned to himself. He dotermined to call atten-
tion to the matter, and wrote the subjoined
communication in February last, but refrained
from sending it forward for publication for rea-
sons of 4 temporary nature; but now that you
havo shown us that the violation of order is
thought to prevail in Cunadg, the writer thinks
that the soonor tho laymen of the Church are
notified of such an insidions violation of order,
a violation which must have a vicious meaning,
or it would not be attempted, the better chance
it would havo of being corrected. At the meet-
ing of the Synod at Halifax, next summer, L
think some Inyman should bring this and other
claricul irregularities before the Synod.

I'he Missionary Conference at Yarmouth last
autumn affordod several subjects for discussion,

"One incident in the personal experience of the

writer of this communication was at the time,
and has remained since, asource of disquietness
and misgiving, o searching of heurt as to the
meaning of the strange proceeding which was
then forced upon his notice. And this it was,
On the first morning for the assembling of the
Conference the service for the administration of
tho Holy Communion was held in the parish
church. Two archdeacons served the elements,
He who served the Cup, on approaching the
writer, mumbled something in so low 2 toue as
to be indistinguishable, but which the writer
supposed were the usual words of administra-
tion, nnd accordingly reached his hand and took
hold of the Cup, but felt it pulled away from
him by the celebrant, whose Enndu grusped the
Cupuaround the bowl, and at its foot, and putting
it to the lips of the writer, tipped a few drops
over them. It wuas a most slovenly perform-
ance, not 8 true reception, but an involuntary
libation. The character of the rite was changed
from being a voluntary and active participation
to n passive endurance of a parucular treat-
ment. [t was a proceading on the part of the
officiating minister which the writer feels he
cannot designate by any gentler expression than
that of scandalous presumption.

Scandalous presumption on the part of any
individual clergyman of the Church to take
upon himself willfully to set aside the appointed
order of the Church in one of her most solemn
services, and substitute instead his own crunky
opinions and. practices.

If one turns to the rubric one reads that the
officiating minister, after communicating him-
self, is directed ‘‘to deliver in like manner . . to



