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MISSION NOTER

(By /. Sutton in London News)
A letier from that veteran in the

Lord’s work, the Bishop of Moosonee |

reminds me that whilst we at home |
are enjoying our great anniversary
meetings, those who are our “subs-
titudes w our God's vineyard,” to
quote Dr. Horden’s words, are la-
bouring in lonely lands where they
seldom hezr a word frem  home.
When worldly men, and sonie, alas |
who profess to be Christians in deed
and truth, talk contemptuously of
certain colonial-Bishops as “return.
ed cmiplies,” it is well to be able to
tell of one who has spent nearly two.
thirds of his life in missionary work.

This is the case with John Horden,
D. D, Bishop of Moonsonee. He
went out just aver forty-one years
ago. He was then twenty-fout years
ofage. He had small time aliowed
him to consider the question as to
whether he would go or not. His
mind was made up ina few hours,
Then, as he has so often told on mis-

sionary platforms, he had to find a
wife, get married, and be in readi-
ness to depart in about a fortnight,
or a whole year would have been
lost. Happily he knew one who
was like-minded with himself who
had given her heart to the Lord and
His work—one who did not need a
long time to make grand prepara-
tions for a wedding—Dbut was willing
al once to go out to the Great Lone
Land. .

My, Horden, who was not then
ordained, went out with his wife to
Moose Factory in i851. During his
voyage across the Atlantic he gained
some  knowledge of the syllabic

- systemy of spellmg.  In this sys'em
rach sigh represemss a syllable.
People learn to read it very quickly
—though it Jooks very complicated.
So soon as he landed, Mr. Horden
uied to master the spoken language.
At first he thought his progress very
sfow, bt he acted on the principle
of iot, the apostle to the Irvdians :
“ Prayer and pains, through faith in
Jesus Christ, witl do anything ”; and
when, the then Bishop of Rupert’s
Land (Dr. Anderson, who was for
some years Vicar of Clilton) went to
Moose Factory, he wrote : *I think
il very crediiable of him (Mr. Hor-
den) to have acquired such Ruency
in 5o shorta time. It has been, 1
think, Ly going at once into tents,
taking down often o long conversa-
dion from their lips, and sitting often
for howrs employed in this way, At
Albany, when I was speaking with
the Indians, they interrupted me by
saying that Mr. Horden spoke their
own language very well ; and last
evening, in examining an old chief
for confirmation, his spontaneous
testimony, without any question on
the subject, was to the same effect.”

One of Mr. Horden's troubles was
that Remanist priests had fullowed

Protestant myissionaries, rebapiised !

the people, and taught 'thq.m, mucﬁ
that was. false It reminds one of.

what has gone on in Uganda, toread

in a letter written July 18, 1852, by]
Mr. Horden, these words:—* At
Albany, 1 assure you that [ found
enough to do; my opponents were
very persevering men, and worked
in a2 manner worthy of a better cause.
We could not but be friendly, for we

ed at the same iable. But truly I
may say that the Lord was with me,"
and  that might and power are of
littl avail when the Lord is their’
opponent. Many were cbedient to

Ithe Word of the Gospel, and I think

that the numbers of Protestants and *
Romanists arc already well-nigh
erual-—namely, about cighty adults
of each. ‘T'here 15, however, this
material difference ; theirs came in
hke a swarm of bees, remained four
or five days, and then departed, leav -
ing the priests with a very smali
number; whereas [ could always
muster a tolerable congregation.”

Moose Factory is on the Moose
River, which flows from the south-
west corner of Hudson Bay. Albany
is—for that vast land—only a short
distance further rorth on the west
coast of the bay.

Years have not changed the good
missionary who has done sach grand
work for good under conditions of
the most trying character. He was
ordained in 1852 by Bishop Ander-
son, and just twenty years later was
consecrated Bishop of Muoosonee.
He has thus been twenty years a
Bishop. As another Bishop in that
tand of loneliness and hardship has
written :

‘ Neatn sk!09 with stare that never set,
But round the ple stll] clrole yel :

Where ftrenmers of mpgneticight
Eviiven winter's lengthenlng night ;
Where niggard suns must stint thelr ray,
To epentd on ellmnte< fur away ;

There Christinn brethren Lend thelr knesy
[h shelter of the forest (rees.

Henrts that with heavenly fervonr glow
Are fonod utald the Arctic auow ;

And lnthe drendnl d vy of doow

When all the dead te judgment coms,
When, worldly rentence all revarsed,

The tirst are lrat and [ast are 1rst ;

Whiat tf thiene tribes of killow Inee,
Hindermost now of human raee,

Thelr want and poveris luy by

For yobes of immortality ?

Ay, it will be because men like Dr.
Bompas, Bishop of Mackenzie
River ; Dr, Horden Bishop of Mooso-
nee, and others have been willing to
live long lives of lonely and, as some
would think, monolonous labour,
that at the great day from these lands
of the frozen north some—many in
comparison with the total number
of inhabitants—wilt praise God
that “to them was the word of
salvation sent.”

Oune of the most touching inci-
dents in the Bishop's letter is his ac-
count of the death and burial ¢f Arch-
deacon Vincent's wife, The Arch-
deacon was once one of the Bishop’s
own pupils. He had been married
thirty years, and found in his wile a
great help in the work at Albany,
The Bishop now wants tostrengthen
the Mission in many parts, and to
begin a first-class  Mission i the
Matawapumme district, close 1o the
Canadian Pacific Railway.

His work is done with but little
help now from the C. M. S., and sure-
ly he will not be disappointed when

'

lodged in the same house, and mess- |

he says:~"1 have Lut 10 express
wy needs and wishes to induce you
to do \\-’lmtj you can for your suhau-
: . fe vl ey "
tate in oug God'y vigeyard,
r
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