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TAR CHURCH GUARDIAN:

Mapom 11, 1891

THE CHURCH 8 WORK IN“DARKEST
ENGLAND,”

At the annual conference of dplagates of the
Church Guilds Union of London, Ebgland, held
1ast month, after tbe nsusl formal business had
been disposed of, the meeting applied iteelf in
good earnest to that all absorbing subject of
disoussion, “The Chkarch's Work in ‘Darkest
England.'" '

The president, Mr, John Trevarthen, said
they had seelected for the subject of their annus]
conference & topio which had lately caused a
cops derable amount of disousgion, It wasa
subjeot, moreover, in which he ventured to
think the members of the Union were espeoially

well informed, seceing that they had been for
many years engaged in work among the masses,
They were not there to disonss Genera) Booth,
or B. othism, or Mr. Booth's book, but the
question of ‘The Church’s Work in Duarkest
Kngland'—what the Churoch had done, wss
doing, might do. and cught to do. Tt was a
very difficult guestion, he admitted, but, whilst
pot oluim ng that the Church had doune &'l that
it conld do, it had certainly done more than it
receivead credit for (spplanse). If they could
only find the sinews of war, which somotimes
meant monoy, and somoetimes men, there would
be every just renson for bope and encourage
ment. Ho trusted tbat tho result of the con-
ference would be good, It sh)uld be profitable
as well as interesting, He was surrounded on
the platform that ovening by those who had
personal and practical knowledge of what the
Churoh was doing. Susch s title as 'Darkert
Epglsnd’ was not an appropriate title to give
to their country, because for many yoars Eng-
laud had never been so forward in Chbiistianity
as it now wus., O this he was persuaded that
if there were auch a thing as ‘Darkest England’
their exoellent friend the Bishop of East
London hkrew what it was, He had much
pleasuro in calling vpon his lordship to address
them.

Tho Bishop of Bedford, who met with a
ocosdial recoption, said that ho was very glad
they bad not met togetber that evening to ais-
cuss Buothism, for he could assure them that
be was heartily sick of it (applavse). The
result of the scare had shown to him that
money 8nd wisdom were by no means always
copneocted, and he doubled very much whether
those who gavo money to the scheme had any
more wiedem than thoso who were goingta try
to carry itout. As he had sajd before, how-
over, they wero not there to dieouss Boothism,
though he might say in passing that, coming
from tho Bust of Lordon as bo did, they knew
very little either of the Bslvation Army or of
‘Darkest England (applauee). Ho very well
remembered tho Army starting there, but it
nlways bod o chorithed terdency to cove
westwards, lowards the land of the sotting san
~— (applause and langhter)—and he sincoroly
hoped it_would not return, It had beer said
thut the Bust end was in 8 worge condition than
formerly. Tothat statement he was in a posi
tion to give a most absolute and emphatic denial
Ho bad lived among the people tor many years,
and bad witnessed, he wus thunkful to eay,
many cbanges for the bettor in their condition
and circumstances. Their condition, he main.
teined, could not bo gauged by accomnts given
by persons who posed a8 ‘smatour casuals’ or
‘waits and strays.’ On the contrary, the fact
was that tho Eust end was infinitely botter off
than it was, and ho ventured to add that it
would be still farther improved if people would
only let it alone. He for one, and many of his
bretbren, clerical as well as lay, knew more of
the real sentiments of the people than any
‘amateur oasual’ possibly conld do, During the
eleven years he had lived amorng them in his
parish at Npitalfields, he had seen a woudertui
change come over the people, That ghange

had reference not 0.y to the people’s way of
liviog,but to the manner in whioh they now
regarded religion and religions teaching. No-

whare was the great mission of the Church of
the Inocarnation more heartily recognized. or
118 ministers more trusted and welcomed. The
East.end was not worse, but eminently better.
ulthough they had to contend with hard times,
and if they had been left more alone would
have boen better atill. If in the dock strikes.
for instance, they bad been left to themwelves
they would have beon better off. The people
had, in faot, come to regard the Mansion Honse
Fand 88 one that did them no real good., The
Church had taught them to be more thrifty and
self reliant, and his hearers would have noticed
that during the severe woather they had gove
through recently the people bad existed with-
out appesling for outside aid. It was trne the
resources of the people had been reduced to &
very low lovel, but happily the fine weather
bad come just in time to s .ve them, Such facts
a8 these brought him to the conclusion that the
number apperisining to what were oalled ‘the
submerged tonth’ Aad been very greatly cver

rated. The clergy of the old fashioned Church
uf England had always been eodesvoring to
relieve them, Of courso they might by &'tract-
ing & namber of people to one of the Lixndon
bridges, disoover that they were congregating
there at a certain hour of the night (applanse
and Isughter). Much of what bad been done
was attributablo to the steady, persistent work
whioh had happily been going on for so long &
time. The pacochial clergy bad visited, liter-
slly by night and by day, ard yesr after yesr.
He waus proud to say that he nimself had visited
them by day and night (applause), and it was
only invividual work like that—close personal
contaot with 8 people—whioh oould possibly
inflaer:co thom for good. And what did they
f.d in the Bast-end of Liondon te~day in com~
parison with former times? Not ‘waifs and
strays’ now, 88 then. And why was tnat?
Beoause the Church had gome forth in her
Divine mission to look out for souls, and save
them in His dear Name, The Church had been
constantly engaped ia rescue and preventive
work, and the olergy had t emselves spent tens
of thousands of pounds in sending people back
tn the country who were looked upon as nnfit
for London life, and in helping others tv emi-
grate to the colonies So muoh interest did the
parochial clergy takein this work that he k-ew
several who had spent their holidays last year
in Canada on purpose that they might find oat
tor themselves how their proteges were getling
alorg (spplavse). Not slone, however, was
the Church looking to the bodily wolfure of the
wmasses, but she was atirscting thom to her
servicea, But sll this was unknown to the
world ; it was done in a quiet and uuosients
tious way. none the less effesiive, however,
becnuse the olergy objeoted to adverlise them

selves or their wurk, He did not believe that
there was any part of Engiand whe:e the
Church’s work is more to the iore than in the
East ond of London, In what were oalled the
‘slummy' parts, be believed that the Church
was the only real minister for salvation and the
parish olergyman the only welsome visitur.
She was doing & great work for God, Hor
sailg were set, her ¢ourse wae clear, and the
result would be more lssting than those of any
new~fangled scheme, even though it were
backed by £100000. Rescue work among
fallen women was done, he need scarcely tell
them, in & belter way than it could be effeoted
by any other denomination of Caristians,
Indeed, the question might truly be sasked,
what was the Charck deing if she oould not
take in bhand such a work as that? Then,
sgain, their Bust end friends were attraoted to
the eervices of the Church, and joined in the
worship with marked indications of reverance
and esrnestness, It was, surely, 8 most enjoy-
able und impressive sight to go into their
churches and gee, as often they counld do, the

gons of toil kneeling bafora the Bishop for tha
solemn ‘Laying on of Hsands’ When such
sights a8 those presented themselves, let them
go back, if they dared, and say that the Church
of England was not what some called ‘in touch’
with the people, A great lee-way had been
made, hearts had been touched and lives ln.
fluenced, and the whole work must prosper in
God's own good time and way (applause).

Mr, David Howard, described by the Chair.
msn as & large employer of labour at the Bist-
end of London, said thatall his life he had
lived just outside the Eust end, and was well
acquainted with ita needs and all that had been
done to meet thm, He conld assure those
present that he was in a position to ¢Xpross his
entire approval and give an emphatic assent to
everything that the Bishop of Bedford had
said, He, the speaker, could think, uud very
thankfully too, of much that had been done in
the way of Church extengion, He had then in
his mind & place—not long ago & market
garden—whereon there was now a church and
15 000 souls bzing tended by the clergy of their
beloved church. And what 88 to the saccess of
tho work of the Church in that distriot? The
good that had been done, and would still go on,
was most striking from every point of consider-
ation, In that and many other distriots the
zeal and energy put forth by the clergy and
lay workers led to results which might woll
stimulate to the renewal of inoessant labour.
One vioar said to him only the other day, 'See
how the faith of these people triamphs over
diffionlties I' And well, indesd, might he say
80, from what he (the speaker) knew of that
distriot and its vircamstances. From personsl
kno -ledge of the Hast end people, and the
loving self denial which they exersised to such
& marked degres, he was convinoed that there
was more COnristianity oftentimes to be found in
an East end common lodgiog house thanina
West end palace (spplause). In pursaing their
work for God among such & olass, he was per-
suaded that they did not need great exsitement
or violent emotions]l appeals. The olergy
were nobly, manfally doing their work, and he
felt consirained to say thut he considered the
laity were to blame, and not the clergy, for any
work that remsined yot to be done. Why, he
would ask, were the laity allowing the olergy
to be in some instances single handed in sach
vast districts 7 Why did they not let them go
forth ‘two and two' as their Divine Muster sent
them? T.e real truth wuas that his brother
laymen had yet to reslise ia a larger degree
that they were members of one body, The
work would be good and Christ-lika ir propor-
tion as it was vigorous, unselfish and patient.
Patient, quiet work woafd fur oaldo aii noisy
movemonts. He had eeen ournest work done
for God among what were oalled very widely
differing ‘schools of thought’ As the good
Bishop nud sawd, it was personal influonce that
was nusded in the B:et end ; and if they want.
ed real Christian friendship they must go to
the poor and not to therion w getil [applauss].
Be would arge them to feel the reslity of
Christian brotherhood. The Church stood
before the living and the dead at that moment,
and the Church, und the Church alone, was the
safeguard.

The i3ev. J. @, Deed, secretary to the Addi-
tional Carates’ Sooiety, followed, He considered
that dark England did exist, bat ‘Darkest Eng-
land’ as & purallel to dark Atri & had no exis-
tence in fact. The Church had been hard at
work in the home mission field in various ways
and by means of various agencies. ‘The
Offioial Year Book of the Church of Eaglaad’
would do a great deal to dispel the spparent
ignorance a3 to what the Churca was doing,

Me. J. A, Winfiold (Home Missions in Hast
London) believed that the outiook way not 8o
bad as it was sometimes painted. There would
always be 8 submerged tenth, so long a3 drink
aad 1mpuority prevatled, It was said ihat the
olergy aid not visit the people, If that were



