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POETRY.
THE COTTAGE DOOR.
- BT By HERVEY.
How eweet the rest that labour yiclds
The trumble and the poor,
Wisere sits the patriarch of the felds
Before the cottage door !
The lark is singing in the sky,
The awallow in the eaves,
And love is beaming jn each eye,
B :neath the summer leaves !

'

The air amid his fragrant bowers
Supplies uiipurchased health,

Aad hearts are bounding ’mid the flowere,

. More dcar to him than wealth !

‘Peage, like the blessed sunlight, plays
Acround his humble cot,

Add bappy nizhts and cheerful days
Divide. bis lowly lot.

fea .
Al

And when the village Sabbath bell
Riogs out upon the gale,

The Tather bows his head to tell
The muile of its tale—

A fresher verdure seems to il
The (air and dewy sod,

Andevery infant tongue is still
“Tohear the word of God ¢’

Oh ! happy bearts—to Him who stills .
. ‘Tt yavens wheo. they €5y, . .
And makes the lify "nesth the hills
So glorious to thé eye—
The trusting patriarch prays to bless
... His labours with increase ;'
Such “'ways are ways of pleasantncss,”
-Aod all such * paths are peace.”

Scatpric.~] never knew a sco'ling person
that-vis ghle to govern a family. . What makes
people scold ? .Because they cannot govera them-
seives. How then can. they -gcvern others ?
Those who govern well are geigually ecalm.
afe’ prompi- and resolute, -but steady and

.jof an officer, who had that moment ar-

and charging him 1o meet her in heaven ; and
. ) that he hoped to join her happy spirit in a
In the winter of the year 18—, Mr. K world of immortal glory.” His account of
and Captain B——, two gentlemen who, at her last moments was interesting in a high dc“o
that tims, were strangers to each other, found gree; while the Ing tear that stole down his
themselves seated beside a cheerful fire in the | veteran cheek, but which was speedily dried
public room of a respectable hotel in a south- {up again, heightened the interest of the zcene
ern city. Mr. K , who at that period of and called forth visible emotions of sympathy
his life, waz extensively engaged in. business, Hfrom the gentlemen on both sides of him.—
having, throughout the whole of'the day, been | To the great astonishment, however, of these
busily occupied with mercantile affairs, over- !gentlemen, he had more than once accompa- -
come by fatigue, had already begun to indulge ni.cd his obscrvations concerning his departc({
himself in a nap in an arm chair, when he wife, with 'an irrcvcren} and profane use o
was roused from his stumbers by the entrance ; the name of God. - Of the great sinfulness of
'lhis, Mr. K , in a half whisper, reminded
rived by the evening's coach; and who,|him. The reproof was well taken, and
chilled by a keen northern blast, teok hisscat thanks were even offered for the friendly
Between the two gentlemen, immediately in!feeling which prompted the admonition of hix
front of the fire. . He had just returned fromjerror..” .~ o
{ndia’; and being, asinost men are who have] .. A pause of a few minutes now ensued,
had opportunities of sceing the world,.affable’ during which Captain B———surveyed. the
and communicative, he.at once engoged the, room. The company at this tiine consistcd
sttention of the strangers by.sorug very correct. of .iwo or, -three small parties. of gentemen
and pointed observitions on. eastemn manners|who sat at fahies. at some distince from each
and customs: - Fewis-ovident, however;.that oter, engaged-ia reading the newepapers. of
it'was uot its position on_the map of our{the day, It war evident that the™ captain’s -
globe, or the varied’ productions of its oil, | mind: was the ‘seat of some severe: confiict ;
nor yet the peculiar customs of its inhabitants, | but, as if victery-bad at lost decided in his
that recalled his thoughts 10 Hindostan.—~—1{aveur, he broké slence ; and adresing the
There was visible even through the buoyan- ! officer, said, that ietoo had been a. mifitm‘y
cy of spirits which he endeavoured to mani- man ; and that, if he bad no objection, he
fest,"a melancholy cast of countenance, which { would give him an account of the manner in

quainted with some of the persons to whom it
refers.

) fndia’s sun-burned soil lay the remains of his

Jtlhic.séa ; and for some time they enjoyed to-

bespoke the-anguish of an afilicted” mind.—
Nor was the cause long a secret. Beneath

beloved wife.. Qn his regiment being ordered
on foreign service, ratherthan endure the pain
of a separation, she had braved the dangers of

gether, in that distant region, all thoee swedts
which hearts formed for each other’s society
yield, Itis nat,however, the lot ofhumanity
to possess uninterrupted happiness in this vale
of tears. . Naturally delicate, her health soon

which be had been brought to a knowlcdge of
the Saviour. A ready .and cheerful assent
was at once given ; when he procceded to
state in substance as follows :—¢ During my
time-in the army, I lived as officers too gene-
rally do, the slave of pleasure and the enemy
of God. Bctween the duties of wy profes-
sion, and company of my brother officers, v
time was so occupied, that reflection, on the
past or contemplation of the fusure, had
scarcely a place on my mind. Thus yere
suceceded year in a monotonous round, wnul,

sunk under the influence of a climate by no
means friendly to the’ European constitution ;
and upon her beloved partner devolved the
melancholy duty of seeing her body commit-
ted to the house appointed for all living, His
regiment was shortly after ordered home ; byt
prior to embarking for England, he paid a laa¢
vieit to the spot where tvere deposited the
mortal remaius of oune who, to him, was
lovely even in death. But though seas soon
spread their ample space between him and
India, yet was that country still engraven
upon the tablet of his memory ; and his spi-
rit in its goings forth often hovered over the
tear-besprinkled turf which covered the sacred
dust of his sainted wife-; and, from the over-
flowings of a full heart, he loved to speak of
her departed worth. 1t wag so in the present
instance ; he had not been more than a few

at the solicitations of my wife, 1 gold out, ani!
exchanged the life of a soldier for that of a
country gentleman. The place { selected a2
my residence was convenient to a lown
where, with a faithfulness that would have
done credit to apostolical times, the gospel of
Christ was boldly and affectionately declare,
But though the advantages of a gospel miuje-
try are great indeed, they were lost uron me s
for, notwithstanding the brightness with which
the truth shone around e, I satin darkness
and in the shadow of death., It pleascd the
Loxd, however, in the midst of my forgetiul-
ness of him, to lay his hand of afiiction vpen
me. Still my heart was unsubdued. Death,
indeed, appeared awful ; but I regmded-it as«
greatly in advance of me; though I knew I
was moving ouwards towards it, sfill I flafter-
ed myself that ] had yet many years to spend

minutes in conversation with the two strang-

before T shoyld have to encounter his fright-



